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SAMARITANS
0845 90 90 90

Samaritans is available 24
hours a day to provide confi -
dential emotional support for
people who are experiencing
feelings of distress or
despair, including those
which may lead to suicide 

Village Hall 
The Village Hall is closed for
essential repairs. Apologies to
all users. Please contact the
organisers of your events to
find out where the alternative
venues can be found. 

Future Housing Development in Cranfield Keeping the village in
touch

Cranfield
Express

Tel: 01525 280262
07739872956

and 01234 750716
peter@cranfieldexpress.co.uk

adverts@cranfieldexpress.co.uk 
letters@cranfieldexpress.co.uk

Leave material in ‘the boxes’
at The Uni Costcutter, 

Enoch’s Paper Shop and
Cranfield Newsagents 

Deadline for next issue 
Tuesday 20th April 2010
www.cranfieldexpress.co.uk 

Barton Aerials
Aerial and Satelite Installations    

TV & VHF/FM Aerials
Digital and Analogue ‘Freesat’

FREEVIEW + SKY SPECIALIST    
Tel: 01234 767609                     Mob: 07910 996516

Email:barton.aerials@virgin.net 

Local Family Business

Reg No: 18264666

Recently, planning consultants act-
ing for Cranfield University dis-
tributed a leaflet setting out its
proposal to build 250 houses, all on
airfield land, and intriguingly states
in the summary “the neighbourhood
will be allowed to grow organically
over a number of years”.
This is an alternative to the recom-
mendation of Central Bedfordshire
Council, which is supported by
Cranfield Parish Council and limits
housing growth to 160 houses up to
2026.
Why do we have to accept more
houses?  Already there is the large
Home Farm development of approx-

imately 380 houses and the majority
of us consider this is far too many.
The fact is that the Regional
Assembly set a requirement for
17,950 new homes and 17,000 new
jobs to be created in the former Mid-
Beds between 2001 and 2026; all but
5,000 of these houses have either
been completed or have planning per-
missions. 
When considering where the remain-
ing houses should be built, it was
decided to focus primarily on the
larger settlements known as Major
Service Centres and Minor Service
Centres.  Cranfield was designated a
Minor Service Centre and allocated

a further 150 to 250 houses up to
2026.
All proposed allocations were
included in a Development Plan
Document (DPD) which in June 2009
was “examined in public” by a
Government Planning Inspector.  At
that meeting representatives from the
University's Planning Consultants,
put forward a case for almost 900
dwellings to be built on the Airfield
saying this could be substantiated by
future job opportunities and
University facilities currently avail-
able to the residents of Cranfield -
one of which was access to a library
- we understand it is a technical
library with a membership fee of
£250.
The proposition was strongly
opposed by your Councillors and by
the Cranfield Parish Council Chair
of Planning, Sue Clark.  The extract
from the Inspector's report reads as
follows:
“In my view, it is important to take
account of the fact that these (minor)
centres are smaller towns which have
a good range of services but are not
as strong as the major centres.
Cranfield is something of an excep-
tion with the university and nearby
Technology Park providing a strong
local employment base, although I
heard that some of the community
facilities at the university are not eas-
ily available to the general public.”
Nevertheless, I agree that the loca-
tion of the settlement and the sub-
stantial level of existing commitments
(almost 400 dwellings) means that
the additional range of up to 250
dwellings to 2026 would represent a
significant expansion.  There is a
need for the additional facilities in

          Multi-skilled Tradesmen 
           Professional Reliable Service, Quality Work & Gu aranteed

- Bathrooms and Plumbing 

- Property Renovation 

- Replacement Windows and Doors

  UPVC and Wood 

     - Kitchens and Carpentry 

     - Painting and Decorating  

     - Fencing and Decking

     - General Building Works 

Telephone:   01234 751460 
            4 Lodge Road, Cranfield, Beds.  MK43 0B G 

Company No: 5145425       VAT Reg No: 845 4646 04

The Mental Dental Strikes Again!!
To the wonderful people of Cranfield ... It’s that time again. Yes, I know
you will doubt my sanity but, here in Cranfield, we can take on more patients.
As from April we will have another dentist working here, namely Chris
Williams who will be joining the practice on the 12th to work alongside
myself and Leon Geretz. As a result we will be able to take on more NHS
patients so, please, phone the surgery on 01234 752515 and we’ll take it
from there. 

Dr Peter Lichfield

Continued on page 2 ...
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A. Downes

OOLNEYLNEY MM OBILEOBILE CCARPETSARPETS
Carpets & Vinyls supplied and fitted

32 years fitting experience
Choose in the comfort of your own home. 

All makes: Huge selection. Friendly personal service. 
Free fitting. No shop overheads, so better prices.

Ring Tony on Olney (01234) 713296, Mobile 078 5058 0347.
6 Overhills, Olney, Bucks MK46 5PP

Letters to the Editor 

Cranfield Friendship Club
Meets  every week on Wednesday afternoon 2pm to 4pm at Portland Place.
We play cards and enjoy a Cake and a Cup of Tea.  Once a month we go
out to Lunch at one of the Public Houses in the Village.
Also, during the Summer we go out to Country Parks in a Mini Bus once a
month.  Anyone over sixty is very welcome to come and join us.  For further
information, Ring Madge 01234 750569

PALMERS
Hassett House
PO Box 455,
Hassett Street
Bedford MK40 1WG
Tel: 01234 211161
and at 179 High Street 
Cranfield

Appointments can be
made for evenings or
weekends or in your
own home
“Wills, Probate and
Powers of Attorney
need  not be expensive”

Call Us!

Alien Invasion?
Hi, I take my dog for a walk around
the village and recently my sister and
I have noticed little piles of sawdust
dotted along the high street and
through the field alongside lodge
road. Its the strangest  thing to see
around the village!
Does anyone know the answer to the
mystery piles of sawdust around the  
village?! And why they are there or
is it a message from our alien
friends?!!!

Nicole and Leanne Butterwick
Maple Way

To Scam or, not to Scam
A company called Social and
Strategic Marketing have recently

been phoning people in Cranfield ask-
ing about their reactions to policing.  
When I received such a call I declined
to participate as I was not  sure where
it was coming from. I reported it to
the Beds Police Safe  Neighbourhood
team for the area.
I have since been told by them that
these calls are genuine. I pointed out
that without any advance notice res-
idents are likely to be wary and unco-
operative. This was taken on board.
I have recommended to officers that
they announce these surveys in
Cranfield Express to ensure people
are more receptive. 

Laurence Pollock
On behalf of Cranfield Parish Council

Le Cercle Français de Bedford
Lundi 12 avril Soirée informelle

Lundi 26 avril soirée conférence "La vie des artistes au temps de

Louis XIV" (Elizabeth Wakefield).

Contact 01234 317922 or 341515 
www.cerclefrancaisbedford.co.uk 

Future events organised by 
The Friends of St Peters & St Pauls

27th March Last Night of the Proms Concert at Holywell School with the
Heath Band.  7.00 pm for 7.30 pm tickets £5.00 In partnership with the Royal
British Legion.

24th April St Georges Day Celebration with Redbourne Morris group  at
Holywell School. Tickets £6.00.

8th May Pews Top Sale -Bring & Buy and refreshments in the Church. 10
am -12 pm.

15th MayMurder Mystery with the St Nicholas Players include meal. Profits
shared with Leukemia Research.

Look out for more details in Cranfield Express. Also for further details please
call 750787,  751451, 751442.
All proceeds for Church building maintenance and improvement 
Registered Charity 1023935

Red Heart Day  
Friday 26th February 2010

Dear Friends, once again thank you for your generous support and wonder-
ful help, without which I, together with Alan, would not be able to indulge
my whims for fund raising.  Its just an excuse really for a social get together
and to meet up with dear friends. Special thanks to Hazel, Jan, Joyce, Valerie
& Stephen.
The winning raffle tickets were as follows:- Blue 195. Blue 77. Blue 15.
Green 195. Green 344. Green 268. Blue 13. Blue 72. Blue 37. Blue 216.
Blue 185. Green 304. Blue 232. Green 264. Green 263. Blue 122. Green
232. All prizes have been claimed.
The grand sum raised for the British Heart Foundation was £292.25.
All the remains of the leftovers have been sorted and distributed to various
charities, leaving us with very little indeed to attempt another sale, so this
could after nearly 42 years of fund raising, have been the last, but you never
know I might get the urge to do another one some day!!.
With our very many thanks and best wishes to you all, Becky and her long
suffering husband Alan.

Continued from page 1 ...
conjunction with the Home Farm
development, which has not yet
started, to be completed and to be
fully integrated within the commu-
nity.”
At a subsequent Task Group meeting
your Councillors argued against a fur-
ther 250 houses and succeeded in
reducing this figure to 160 houses on
two sites; 25 houses on the corner of
Lodge Road and the High Street (the
university land which currently has
two derelict houses) and 135 houses
on land behind Central Motors - with
a site for a possible new Primary
School.  This land would not be used
for housing should the school not be
required.  This was ratified at a meet-
ing of Central Bedfordshire Council

on the 7th January 2010.
However, the University is unhappy
with this outcome and considers the
number of houses should be main-
tained at 250, all on university land -
with the future prospect of the new
neighbourhood ‘growing organically’.
A period of public consultation on
the proposed site allocations has just
ended and all responses are now
being considered.  A second ‘exami-
nation in public’ by a Government
Planning Inspector, most likely in the
Autumn of 2010, will be followed by
the Inspector’s final report - possibly
by the end of 2010. 

Alan Bastable & Ken Matthews
Conservative Councillors for Cranfield Ward

Village Hall Update
Please be patient if not a lot seems to be happening. We are working hard to
raise money from grants and hope to get work started soon. We intend to
carry out a full refurbishemnt programme before reopening, so you will have
a hall to be proud of.

Marjorie Cotton 01234 750 025

Acorn Pre School Social Café
Everyone is welcome!

Why not come with family and friends to the
Methodist Church on Saturday 29th May, from
11-2pm and enjoy some home cooked food?
There will also be the opportunity to buy cakes
and other items from our table top sale.

All money taken will go towards the running of Acorn Pre School, so please
come along and support us, as we are hoping this will be a monthly event!
More details to follow in Mays issue!!!!!!



Tuesday 13th April 7.30pm
Wharley End WI.  Speaker
Susannah Marshall - Dressed
Dolls as Ladies in History -
Visitors are always most wel-
come. Our meetings are held the
second Tuesday of every month
at Stafford Cripps, Cranfield
University

Tuesday 13th April Hands Across
Cranfield meeting at Baptist
Church, 10-12noon.  Leigh Iddon,
Police Community Support
Officer will answer questions.

Saturday 27th March  - Last Night
of the Proms Event with the
Heath Band at Holywell Middle
School Cranfield to start at
7.30pm. The price of the tickets-
£5.  Why not come along and
enjoy  listening to the band and
participating in some of the
singing. The event will be organ-
ised jointly by the Friends of
Cranfield Church and the British
Legion

Cranfield WI ProgrammeMeetings
are in Cranfield 3rd Monday in

the month at 8pm. Everybody
welcome to any meeting

Every Tuesday‘Sounds Familiar’
meets 7:30 at Cranfield Baptist
Church, Bedford Road. Four part
harmony choir, SATB, singing-
wide range of mostly sacred
music, but some secular too.
Come along and give it a try

Every Thursday 7.30-9.30pm.
Cyber Café for young people aged
10-16 at Cranfield Baptist Church,
Bedford Road.

Fridays - Cranberries Parent and
Toddler Group. The Scout Hut,
Merchant Lane 1.00 pm - 3..00
pm.  (Term time) £1.50 for the
first child  50p for each additional
children...  All preschoolers and
carers welcome.

Cranfield Bridge Club every
Sunday at the Uni Social Club.
Play starts at 7.15 pm. Contact
Paul Goddard 01234 881409

Cross Keys Farmers Market
Sunday 14th March ... Extra
stalls always welcome. Plus Car
Boot Tel: 01234 - 750213

Mondays Ab~fab Lines, has
moved to the Scout Hut on
Monday afternoons from 1pm to
3pm.  Its a friendly group of peo-
ple having a good time and ben-
efiting from the exercise. Call:
Mandy 07817 707340 for more
info.

Cranfield Quavers ... Wednesdays
(term time) 10am to 11am in
Cranfield Methodist Church.
Music group for babies, toddlers
and pre school children.
Tel: 01234 757956

Farmers Market held every 3rd
Sunday in the month in Woburn
Village. 

Cranfield Childminders Group
meet at the Methodist Church on
the 1st and 3rd Thursday of
each monthbetween 1.30 and
3.00 pm (Term time only).
Open to Childminders, Nannies,
Grandmas, Grandpas or anyone
who looks after children.       £2.50
Adults and child/children. For
more information telephone
Maureen 01234 750809  
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What’ s on

Ready to move on after separation, divorce or
bereavement?

Why not join a fun loving , mature group.  Social events organized. Every
Thursday  8pm at Cranfield University.  

Have a look at www.simplyforward.co.uk

CRANFIELD CHURCHES

10am Morning Service and Sunday School

Methodist BaptistParish (C of E)

Monday 7.30pmCranfield Crafters (During
School terms
Fortnightly, on Tuesdays at 2pm, The Ladies
Fellowship meet.

Rev  Rachel Larkinson 01234 354329

Mrs Nora Salisbury 750279

8.00am Holy Communion 1st and 3rd and 5th
Sundays
10.30am  Morning Service + Adventurers Class
2nd & 4th - Holy Communion 
3rd Sunday- Family Service

10.00am Prayer
10.45am Praise & Worship Service

Thursday 7.30pm Bellringing Practice Tuesday 7.30pm Sounds familiar Choir
Wednesday 7.45 Home Group
Thursday 7.30-9.30 Cyber Café (ages 10-16)

Sunday

Weekdays

All W elcome

Contacts
Rev Hugh Symes-Thompson 01234 750214           

Andrew Pearson 751358

Steve Lloyd 01234 751495

www.cranfieldbaptist.org

www.cranfieldchurches.org.uk

Prayer Meeting at Cranfield University 
every Thursday 1pm - 2pm

You are very welcome to join us in the University Chapel
Building 33 (back of Social Club)

for a time of worship and prayer to our wonderful God and Father.
This is an opportunity to meet with God and other Christians

during the working day and hear what He has to say to 
us as individuals, and about our work here at the University

and the surrounding area. Please feel free to join us.
For more details contact Dawn Rigby - 01234 751122 x 3840

Cranfield Methodist
Church

We are pleased to hire out our
church premises for parties, meet-
ings, groups, sales etc at £6.00 per
hour including use of all facilities. 
A warm comfortable venue - ring
Jan on 01234 751085 for more info

Cranfield Methodist
Church

Lunch on 11th April ‘10
Menu:

Egg Mayonnaise

Roast Turkey
Stuffing Balls

Seasonal vegetables
Roast & Creamed Potatoes

Gravy

Surprise Dessert

Tea/Coffee

Cost: £5.00 per head 

All W elcome

“Somebody tried to interview me,
Peter,  but I didn’t tell him anything
bad about you.”
“Thank you my friend...”
“I said that you were okay as long as
you kept taking the tablets.”
“Thank you Gilbert. I’m touched - as
you yourself will be one day SOON!”
“No need to raise your voice, Peter
and please put that cleaver DOWN!!”

Cranfield University Catholic Community
Mass at Cranfield University Chapel every Sunday evening, at 6pm

Mass at St Mary’s, Woburn Sands every Saturday evening at 6.30pm
and every Sunday morning at 8am and 10.30am

Cranfield University Catholic Community is within the Parish of St

Mary’s, Woburn Sands. Parish Priest, Father Kenneth Bowen  

Tel 01908 583195.

Local Cranfield contact, Richard Hardwick, tel 01234 751302

Cranfield
Express is ten
years old this

month!!
Gap left by useless 

editing skills
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Take advantage of massive
discounted prices only available

fr om our Factory Outlet at
12C Oldbridge Way

Shefford 
*30% off website prices with this

advert*

Tel: 01462 811211
Mob: 07789 721112

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday 9am - 4pm

Forest Events... April 2010
Sunday Stroll 
4th April at 10.30am
Join us in reception at the Millenium Forest Centre for a gentle Sunday stroll
to hear how the Park was set up and a little about the surrounding area.
Duration 2 hours. We will keep to hard surfaced tracks, mostly level but with
some gradients. Please call 01234 767037 for more details. 
£1.00 payable on the day - no need to book. 
Why not finish the morning off with lunch in our Forest Centre Restaurant?
Treasure Hunt 
Easter Monday 5th April  from 10.00 am to 11.30am or for the afternoon
from 1.00pm to 2.30pm.
Book your place at the Forest Centre Treasure Hunt - Outdoor adventure
(Outdoor boots and jacket required!)  All materials provided.  £2 per child.
Ring 01234 767037 or email alexis.pym@marstonvale.org for more details
or to book your place.
Early Spring Migrants 
Saturday 10th April  8 - 11am 
Join expert Volunteer leaders for a bird walk in the Millennium Country Park
to see the spring birding highlights.  Many migrants will have arrived from
Africa and elsewhere; things will soon get more complicated, when the whole
gang arrives - so this is a good time to refresh your bird song memory.  No
experience necessary; bring binoculars if you can but they are not essential.
Wear warm, waterproof clothes.  Some steep gradients.  No set route as we go
where the birds take us.  Meet at the Forest Centre main door. 
Booking essential but pay the leader on the day.  
£3/adult, £2/child (£1 reduction for Forest Volunteers & Friends)
Please call 01234 767037 for details and to book. 
Rabbits and Hares At the Forest Centre 
Friday 16th April   10am to 12.45pm 
Fun, facts and craft.  3 Sessions: 10am, 11am and Noon - 30 children per
session.  All materials provided.  £2 per child.   Ring 01234 767037 or
email alexis.pym@marstonvale.org for more details and to book your place.  
Conservation Task 
Saturday 18th April at 10.15am                  
Tidying up sensory garden 
Join our volunteer team to do something for the environment, get some exer-
cise and have fun. We carry out a variety of practical projects throughout the
Vale. Wear old clothes and bring lunch.  Meet at the Forest Centre - finishes
about 4.15pm. 
For further details contact alexis.pym@marstonvale.org or 01234 762614

quar

SALON 7 

Would like to welcome 
ELLIE NEATE  

who relishes the opportunity to 
serve new and old clients by 

creating classic and contemporary 
styles in a warm and friendly 

environment. 
Call now to book and avoid 

disappointment 01234 840255 
Or visit us online at 
www.salon7.co.uk

to learn more about us and see our 
latest offers!! 

Salon 7 
18b Bunyan Road 

Kempston 
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Thr ee Peaks Challenge for 
‘Help For Her oes’

On the 26-27th June 2010, six members of the local community and I will be
attempting the Three Peaks Challenge in a bid to raise funds for ‘Help For
Heroes’.
The challenge is to climb the three largest mountains in Scotland, England
and Wales (Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowdon) in a 24 hour time period,
which includes the travel time between the mountains.
We believe ‘Help For Heroes’ to be a truly worthy cause for the challenge we
are enduring. The charity has no political or critical motives, only a belief that
‘Anyone who volunteers to serve in time of war, knowing that they may risk
all, is a hero’.
We all believe strongly in the work that Help For Heroes is doing in treating
the wounded returning from the ongoing conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq,
after all, many of those returning wounded will live with the consequences
of their service for life.
Our team of: Charlie and Paul Glover, Paul Rawlins, Peter Kerr, Chris
Chalmers, Aaron Trethowan and myself would be extremely grateful for
any support given to us, and we have set up a 'just giving' page for the cause: 

http://www.justgiving.com/charlie-james-help-for-heroes.
Thanks for taking the time to read this article and thank you to those who
have already sponsored us.

James Rawlins
Cranfield

Friday 2 nd l Saturday 3 rd April Sunday 4 th  Monday 5 th Tuesday 6th Wednesday 7th Thursday 8 th

10.00 Willen Lake 
meet at the play 
area for a stroll and 
play in the park.  
Treat yourselves to a 
Latte 

Cracking Dino Easter 
Fun at Activity Land
Roebuck Way, Knowlhill, 
Milton 
Keynes  Buckinghamshire 
MK5 8HL   01908 209219 

12.00 Cranfield lower 
School PTFA 
Sponsored Fancy 
Dress Bike Ride
(Adults around the village 
with pub stops.  Children 
around FC carpark) 
Facepainting/crafts/ Make 
n Bake/ Bouncy Castle 
Disco and Kareoke 
evening
Cranfield Football Club 

11.00-4.30 
Stockwood
Discovery
Centre
Country Fair 
Off junction 10 M1 
London Road Luton 
Entry fee today 
£2.50 Adults 
£1.00 for children 
01582 548600 

10.00am 
Broad
Green park 
Cranfield
Bring a picnic 

2.00-4.00 
The Parks 
Trust
Woodland
Play
Linford Wood 
Free
01908 255379 

10.30 – 1.00 
The Parks Trust 
Easter Bunny Hunt 
Ousel Valley Park 
01908 255379 
£3/child Advance 
Booking req’d 
01908 255379 

Friday 9 th Saturday 10 th Sunday 11 th Monday 12 th Tuesday 13th Wednesday 
14th 

Thurs 15th

1-3 Cranberries
Easter Activity with 
Make ‘n’ Bake and 
crafts.  All children 
must be 
accompanied by an 
adult. 

13.30 
Boogie Pete Live
Bedford Corn Exchange 
prebook

1pm – 4.30pm

Wardown Park  museum, 
Old Bedford Road, Luton 
Beds LU2 7HA off the A6 

Squashy
Sculptures
Free. Drop-in.
Dinosaur and fossil fun 
weekend
www.stockwooddiscovery
centre.com

01582 546722

9.45  
Warwick Castle
0871 2226688 
2nd  price is for 
groups of 10 or 
more when booked 
ahead or online 
4-16 £9.00/ 10+ 
£7.50 
Adult £16.16/10+ 
£13.46 
Snrs £10.76/10+  
£8.96 

10.00 am  
The High St 
park
Cranfield 
Bring a picnic 

2.00-4.00 
Parks Trust 
Woodland
Play
Linford Wood
Nr Stantonbury 
Milton Keynes 
2.00-4.00 
Free
01908 255379 

10.30 – 1.00 
The Parks Trust 
Frog Day 
Howe Park Wood 
01908 255379 
£3/child Advance 
Booking req’d 01908 
255379 

11am until 3pm 
INFLATABLE
FUN DAY - FREE!
Market Square, 
Aylesbury 
Buckinghamshire
www.aylesburyvibe.o
rg

Friday 16 th Saturday 17 th Sunday 18 th Monday 19 th    
10.00 
Marston
Moretaine
Millennium park .   
Meet at the front of 
the Forest centre 
Bring a picnic 

10.00-6.30  
Easter Fun at Mead 
Open Farm
Bags of fun.  01525 852954 
 Stanbridge Road, 
Billington, Bedfordshire  LU7 
9JH  

11.00-4.30 Summerfields
miniature railway Haynes 
Beds
01234 301867 

10.00am 
Kids World
Bedford 
01234 326309 

   

Easter Holidays 2nd April - 19th April 2010
You don’t have to wonder what to do this holiday.  Come along to some of these events and you’re bound to see a familiar face.  Please check events are hap-
pening before leaving home.  Outdoor events are often dependent on weather.  Should suit all ages with children.

North Crawley Bowls Club
We are holding our Spring Quiz Evening on Friday, 16th April 2010 at 7.39pm
for 8.00pm in the Cranfield Campus Social Club, College Road, Cranfield.
This light-hearted, fun event is open to all comers. Come either as a table-
team of 6 players, or individually and everybody will be accommodated.
Free refreshments will be provided during the evening and a cash bar is open
until closing time. An entry fee of £5 per person will be collected on the
evening and prizes awarded to the winning and runner-up teams.
Be sure to book your team/place early, by contacting either Dick Milnthorpe
(01234 752404), or Sheila Hart (01234 750221)
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Wharley End
Garage

M.O.T £39.99
Car Wash Service

Cars £6.00

MPV’S & 4X4 & Small Vans £8.00
Monday to Friday Booking Required

Special Golf Promotion
Golf Clubs Only £5.00 Each

Golf Shoes Only £15.00 per pairGolf Club Bag £25.00 each

Dry Cleaning Agents
Wharley End Garage

Wharley End, Cranfield, Beds, MK43 0AW

Tel: 01234 750233
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and say “I ain’t making nothing on it boy” and keep a straight face. One
Sunday afternoon BBQ, slightly worse for the beer, Paul and I had, what
seemed at the time, a good idea to cut down one of the trees in the garden
with a chain saw. Despite Sue’s objections, we were determined and Sue
drove off into the sunset leaving him to get on with what she thought was
going to be the second chain saw massacre. Thankfully the saw wouldn’t start
so all was well.
Paul would eat anything as long as it was beef cooked in a recognisable way
and preferably by Sue.  However, the FNG were triumphant when they per-
suaded him to go out for an Indian meal. With the help of his friends Paul
chose a mild dish and all was going well until he decided to wipe the madras
serving dish with his naan bread (which he had called Yorkshire Pudding).
The language between the gulps of water was unbelievable and that was his first
and last Indian meal.
Without it actually being said Paul was the centre of our gang and us Friday
Nighters will carry on, sadly without our mate Rid. But our friendship will
never die and the first pint will always be for him. I miss him, we all miss
him and we always will.”                                                                  Dougie Deacon

“I have known Paul for over 30 years, possibly going out most Fridays in that
time.  Members of the Friday Night Club being Paul and myself, Peter, Doug,
Pee Wee, Alan, Jim, Sparky and Austin,  over  the years we had various water-
ing holes,The Leathern Bottel, Carrington Arms, The Swan at Astwood and
finally the Social Club at Cranfield,   At the height of the club we used to
make it a rule to have letters of excuse or sick notes and jokes and mickey-tak-
ing were order of the day, at times the WAG’s were also the butt of our jokes,
it was just our way of getting over the stress of the working week. On the way
on one Friday night I called at Paul’s house with Paul beside me to deliver to
Sue a crystal vase.   Paul and I came up with a plan to pack the box with bro-
ken glass instead of the vase, Sue saw us coming and rushed to meet us at the
front door, as she opened the door, Paul pushed me and I fell over the doorstep
and dropped the box at her feet, jingling the broken glass as I tried to pick it
up.   Sue was really angry, shouting at us both and Paul and I headed straight
for the Leathern Bottel away from the wrath of Sue as fast as we could run. 
Membership may vary but raucous behaviour will continue even though we lost
Alan 5 years ago and now Paul.  We will toast Paul at the next meeting ...

John Janes (JJ)
We were great friends for the last 20 to 25 years - going out for beer and social
nights with the FNG and there was The Saturday Afternoon Club where
Dougie, Peter Stonor, John Janes and Alan Nunn (deceased) would gather.
We all had the same interest in old cars which we kept going with our inter-
est and his know how. Though it was never officially said Rid was our chair-
man and he was a man who would help anyone and just did not know how
to say ‘NO’. I miss him”                                                       Ian (Pee Wee) Peacock

And a word from the editor
As Pee Wee has said Paul could never say ‘NO’ but I recall he couldn’t say
YES either. I refer to the infamous case back in the early sixties when Charlie
Carter’s brand new police push bike was kidnapped from where he had parked
it. At the time Charlie had left it against the wall by Allon White’s and was
policing the temporary Barclay’s bank office set up in the Post Office. He
went on his tour of duty amongst the local shops and when he returned he
noticed his bike wasn’t there.  Charlie spent most of that night looking for it
before he spotted it in the top of a tree in the park.  Charlie once told me that
he always suspected it was Paul Riddy ‘who done it’ but when I asked Paul out-
right for a ‘YES’ or ‘NO’, he just smiled and said “What do you reckon to
all the development that’s planned for the village, boy?”

Paul was a respected and well loved member of the Cranfield community and
a character who will be sorely missed.

Peter Hinson

Paul passed away in Willen Hospice and the family would like to extend their
heartfelt thanks to everyone who has supported Paul through his illness. A
special ‘thank you’ also to all staff at Willen Hospice for their care and the
kindness shown to Paul and his family.
Paul was born at 129 High Street, Cranfield on 20th February 1945.  His mum
was the post lady and his dad was a mechanic at Allon White’s Garage. Up to
the age of five much of Paul’s young life was spent “working” with his dad.
No doubt this was the start of his love of cars. 
In 1950/51 the family moved to 12 Bliss Avenue, Cranfield and Paul attended
Cranfield Voluntary Primary School and at the age of eleven went on to
Stewartby Secondary Modern where he spent a great deal of his last year ser-
vicing the school lawn mowers and the headmaster’s car.
On leaving school Paul worked as a mechanic for a number of local busi-
nesses including Allon White’s, Ementon’s, Magg’s of Flitwick, LBC and
Tom Brand’s High Street garage.
In August 1969 the RGR partnership was created and the High Street garage
was opened and to this day is a very successful business employing many
people.
Paul married Susan Grimes in December 1969 at North Crawley parish church
and they lived for a while at Quakers Farm before moving to Broad Green,
Cranfield where daughter Paula was born in 1976. In 1994 they moved to
Astwood and in 2007 Paula gave birth to Thomas - Paul’s pride and joy.
Paul’s friends say...
“My friend ‘Rid’ Paul Riddy ... Although I have known Paul since my teens,
the Friday Night Gang (FNG) didn’t come together until a few years later.
Meeting up on a Friday night became a ritual and we wouldn’t miss it for
anything. In addition to Friday Nights we have enjoyed many occasions and
celebrations, together with the WAGs (wives and girlfriends). I’d like to share
a few of my best memories...
On Friday night Paul would pick me up at 6.00pm sharp, followed by PeeWee
and then we would go to the pub of the day along with the other Friday Nighters
and put the world to rights. We probably didn’t make much sense, but we
laughed a lot.
If I had trouble with my car Paul would say “Not a problem boy, bring it down
on Saturday afternoon”.  So we would all congregate on Saturday afternoon
at the garage and spent the time giving each other lots of advice, drinking lots
of tea and taking the rise out of each other. 
Paul was the best salesman I am ever likely to know. He could sell you a tyre

A Tribute to Paul Riddy ... 20.02.1945 - 02.03.2010



FILS HAIR STOP
Help those winter beaten hands ...

On the Nail Clinic course ...
At FILS HAIR STOP ...

A 10 week intensive nail treatment
course. Each week will include:-

- 5 minute hand massage
- Paraffin Wax treatment
- Cuticle treatment
- Nail shaping and gloss

Book 10 sessions in advance fo £67.50
(1 session free) 

OR
Pay each session on date for £7.50
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Popular Cranfield-based choir, Sounds Familiar, is 
practising hard to bring you a fundraising concert, 
to raise money for Acorn Pre-School. 

SATURDAY 17 APRIL 2010 
7.30 pm 

METHODIST CHURCH, Cranfield 

Tickets on the door £5.00 (£3.00 concessions) 
Refreshments available 

Look out for the posters, and please come along 
and join us in enjoying an evening of musical 
entertainment to support this worthy local charity. 
Thank you! 

Why is Toyota Failing
We have seen in recent weeks the joy with which the press seem to have
jumped onto the back of Toyota when they recalled some of their vehicles,
due to unforeseen design faults.
Their joy seems little to do with the faults or their rectification but seem more
of a celebration of the fact that the great Toyota has finally been found out.  For
decades we have been assailed with tales of their profitability, their invinci-
ble progress and their second to none labour record; so it seems natural, in a
schoolboy sort of way, to take the opportunity to lash out at them at the first
sign of weakness.  It would be of greater value to discover the possible causes
of this failure.
Much has been written about Toyota’s production system but very little has
been written about the people who make that system work; the line workers
and the supervisors.  Takishi Ohno, the man responsible for the creation and
implementation of the Toyota way, wrote the definitive book about the system
called simply “Toyota Production System.”   This book, which was written by
the master, was used as the template when setting up European and North
American production facilities.  It concentrates exclusively on the hard admin-
istration of a production system that produced vehicles to the customers order
instead of the Western method of producing as many cars as possible - as fast
as possible, then trying to sell those cars to the customer.  The essential dif-
ference being that the Toyota we buy is the exact vehicle that we want while
the equivalent western vehicle is what the car company think we want. The car
is then discounted until it reaches a price where even though it is not exactly
what we want, we will buy it because it is cheap.
The Toyota philosophy is so radical and requires such a change of management
strategy that the change in the production process itself overshadows some
even more fundamental differences between the drivers of performance in
the Orient and in the West.  For this reason when Toyota went into production
in the West, the emphasis was on the detail of the process, not on the people
who carried out that process.
Bob Nelson, the author of “Keeping Up In A Down Economy” tells us that “the
average number of suggestions given by an American worker to improve the
performance of his company is 1.1 per year.  The same figure for a Japanese
worker is 167 suggestions per year.”  This seems to indicate that there is a
significant difference between the way that the Japanese worker feels about
what he does and the way that the North American workers feel about what
they do.   When the new Toyota plants in the West were built they slavishly
tried to copy the detail of the Toyota production system without understand-
ing the difference between the way workers in the East compared to the West,
felt about what they did.  Today that difference is called ‘engagement.’
Employers in the West are becoming aware of the huge value that is realised
when a workforce is ‘engaged’ but other than running surveys to find out how
‘engaged’ or not their workforce is, very few understand that it is possible to
create 'engagement' in an otherwise ‘unengaged’ workforce and fewer know
how to do it.
The cars that Toyota recalled were all built in the West.  Is it possible the
faults that caused the recalls did not occur in vehicles produced in the East
because they were spotted and rectified by an “engaged” workforce, while in
the West the “disengaged” workforce knew of the problems but never reported
them to Toyota because Western managers do not know how to 'engage' their
workforces? 

Peter A Hunter - Author, “Breaking the Mould” 
www.breakingthemould.co.uk

GHD Precious Easter
Raffle!!

£2 a ticket
Only 100 tickets 

available!!
Get yours quick!!

WAXING
Is now available

Ask inside for details
at Fils Hair Stop
128c High Street 

Cranfield 
01234 752 123

The Royal British Legion
Sunday 25th April The Cranfield Branch of the RBL will be attending a St
George’s day Community Service at St Peter and St Pauls Church at 10.30am.
It is hoped that the youth organizations and the village community will be able
to join us.  Please meet in Church Walk for a short parade into the church. The
flag of St George will be escorted into the church where the rector will con-
duct the service. 
Further information please phone 01234 751294 John Seamark

Air Cadets Open Evening
207 (Cranfield) Air cadets are on the 29th march hosting an open evening for
both boys and girls between the ages of 13 - 18 who are interested in joining
the air cadets. The evening will start at 7:30 and last until 9:30 so if you are
interested in joining the air cadets come and see what we get up to, everyone
is welcome to join and the sort of experiences that we offer in the air cadets
are none like anything you experience at those ages. So come and see what
we are all about on the 29th march for any further details contact 01234
752030 or visit us at ... 207 (Cranfield) Squadron, Air cadets, Off Merchant
lane, Cranfield, Beds. Open 7:15 - 9:30 pm Mondays and Thursdays
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Make ‘N’ Bake
Make ‘N’ Bake who are they?  If you have not already heard of us, please let
us introduce ourselves. 
We are Lorna Brown and Natalie Manning.  Make ‘N’ Bake is a creative
and cooking club for children.  We have no age restriction so if you think your
child would like our club please come along and try a session.  We will be
running weekly starting Thursday April 22nd in Cranfield Methodist Church
from 9.30 am to 11 am.  
We are both mum's and realise how hard it can be to get creative at home.  We
are going to take the stress out of cooking and painting at home and also
save you all the tidying up afterwards.  No more arguing over whose turn
it is to have the spoon or rolling pin, the children will have one each. 
We invite you to come and get creative with us.  We will provide all the
equipment and all you have to do is turn up and have fun.  At the open day
we shall be making chefs hats, badges, delicious Smoothies and lots more.
Refreshments will be provided and there will be an opportunity to speak to
us about what we will be creating in the following weeks. 
We both have all the relevant qualifications and checks to make this a fun,
safe and educational club.  We believe the sessions will teach your children
cookery skills at an early age to enable them to use kitchen equipment safely.
Introducing new foods to children is always a challenge but in this fun envi-
ronment with their friends around, you will find them more willing to try
new tastes.

We look forward to seeing you at our open morning.
Natalie and Lorna

Midsummer celebration
A sense of community spirit has been disappearing in England and too many
people will not take part or organise events for the whole community. This
is because we have lost track of our routes and do not reach down to the things
that nurish us. For instance many villages do not have may day anymore an
important day to welcome the coming sunshine and fertility of the land and to
look forward to fruitfulness. 
The Village earth Society has been successful in helping villages to find again
there rootes and put them in touch with their inner energies. We have been
active in several communities in the North of england and Scotland arranging
whole community celebrations of midsummer called Wicker Works. The sol-
stice point is the key to groups of men and women discovering their true
natures and connections to the astral forces which make our lives what they are.
However Cranfield is special because though hardly anyone nows it, it lies
on an axis of energy known as a leyline an ancient connector between two
points that  reaches into the natural energy in the land and builds transcen-
dance. 
Earth wickers know all about these lines and  they have recently identified a
line running through Cranfield which is meridian rich, one of the highest des-
ignations of energy transference. The line runs from Windy Ridge in Lodge
Road, crosses the High Street at Rowan way (that is auspicious), crosses
Merchant Lane and then Lincroft near the junction with high Street before
travelling through the public bar of the Cross Keys. The line continues through
the new Central Motors development  and hugs the rich meadow behind  Mill
Road before touching Washingleys and crossing the front garden of No 8
Broad Green then into the green itself.  The VES will be contacting all those
whose land or premises lie on  this ‘energance’ as it its known to make them
aware of how special their places of being are. 
These will then be key points for the MidSummer Wicker Works which we
plan to organise, hopefully with support from the parish council. Ancient
Pagans celebrated Midsummer with bonfires, when couples would leap through
the flames, believing their crops would grow as high as the couples were able
to jump.?
In ancient times midsummer was thought to be a time of magic, when evil
spirits were said to appear. To thwart them, Pagans often wore protective gar-
lands of herbs and flowers. One of the most powerful of them was a plant
called 'chase-devil', which is known today as St. John's Wort and still used
by modern herbalists as a mood stabilizer. 
On midsummer morning at 3.32 am we will start at Lodge Road with drums
and flags and begin our progression though Cranfield. We are non-religious
and welcome every one of faith and none. We will stop to harvest energy
from key points on the way such as the bar in the Cross Keys and then hold a
Wicker Works festival in Broad Green. This will finish at midnight with the
burning of a wicker structure in the shape of a giant man. Beds Fire and Rescue
will be present for health and safety reasons. So there will be no danger. We
hope this will reinvigorate the village and breath new life and hope into every-
one’s lives. 
April is a special month in our planning and at dawn on the first day we will
stand in the centre of the village to ‘willowbless’ the community and call forth
the energies. That is the moment for all villagers who wish to be in a true,
living community to come and share our vision.  
Dorothy (Dot) Dottison. VES Coordinator of Cranfield Wicker Works 2010

Judas
I was chosen you know; I was one of the twelve
And I loved him as Master and Lord
With Matthew and Andrew and Peter and John
I hung on his every word.
And I, having studied accountancy
Was the one put in charge of the kitty
Which considering the mess that I made of the job
See now was a terrible pity
Then we met  up to celebrate Passover
The other eleven and me
With Him in that upper room which he'd chosen
We'd had to meet secretly
For the soldiers were all out to get him\
They were after his blood I know
Yet somehow I hadn't connected the fact
With the job I'd been given to do.
I just hadn't understood you see
When He took up the wine and the bread
The bread stood for His body, the wine for his blood
For those were the words which he said.
Then He looked at me and I¹ll never forget
The sad sad look on his face
"What you have to do, do it quickly " he said
So I got up from out of my place.
I don't think the other eleven disciples
Even noticed the fact that I¹d gone
As they left for Gethsamane's Garden
Where I went  to them all later on.
When I came to my senses at what I had done
Saw the silver with which I'd been paid
Become money for blood of my Lord and my God
The master who I had betrayed
And to think I'd been chosen, was one of the twelve
Did He know then that I was the one?
When it could have been Matthew or Peter or James
Or Andrew when all's said and done.
But it wasn't --because ,it was me -it was me
I was in God's original plan
But could it yet be he was dying for me
And the answer came back "Yes it can"
And I threw down the coins and I fled  from the place
Crying "How can I  now bear to live"
But trusted that He would indeed include me
And find it in His heart to forgive"

Rebecca Cook

The children and parents of Cranfield Lower School would like to say a heart-
felt thank you to Mrs Bolton, who left the school at the end of February.  She
has left a lasting impression on the children she has taught, past and present and
will be greatly missed by all.

Goodbye to Mrs Bolton ...

Petfood
Delivered to your door

Local service
All major brands,

Wildbird food, small animal food, accessories and bedding
Competitive prices

Contact James on Tel: 07768 347 330 
or email: petsville@tiscali.co.uk
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Minority Response
Cranfield village has been allocated 160 houses under the site allocation
proposal by Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC).  The majority of these
(135) to be located on a site behind that originally occupied by Central
Motors (Policy HA7, Site Allocation H040/H133/H322) and a further 25 to
be built at 1&2 The High Street (Policy HA8, Site Allocation H104).
Cranfield Parish Council has debated a response to this site allocation and by
narrow majority agreed to submit a response with which the undersigned
parish councillors did not agree.  As a result this document is being sub-
mitted to CBC as a minority response on behalf of the undersigned.
Pre-amble
It is recognised that there is a pressing requirement for additional housing in
the region local to Cranfield and that Cranfield Village needs to play its part
in providing new homes. There is a particular need for additional low cost
housing in the village so that children from established village families are
not obliged to move elsewhere when reaching adulthood.  The provision of
such housing enhances the balance in the community blending families that
have been part of the village population for some while, possessing knowl-
edge of the village’s history and traditions, with newcomers who provide
new ideas and invigorate village life.
Our concern does not focus on the fact that new housing will be introduced
into Cranfield Village but with the soundness of the two sites proposed by
CBC.
Considerations of Soundness
Although the points raised below are directed mainly at the lack of soundness
associated with the 135 houses targeted for the site behind Central Motors
many also apply to the development proposed at 1&2 the High Street.  The
criteria described in this section are being used as a template for assessing the
soundness of the CBC proposed site allocations. In consequence, they are
not necessarily specific to these sites and could well indicate the inappro-
priateness of other sites if these are also measured against the criteria.
However, in this document we consider only the sites advocated by CBC
as these are the only sites offered for consideration at this stage.

1.     The Central Motors site is a greenfield site and is continuing the
process of allowing developments on greenfield sites that, in addi-
tion to violating CBC’s own policy of using brownfield sites for
development where possible, diminishes the rural aspect of Cranfield.

2.     No infrastructure plan has been advanced that would alleviate
the excessive congestion which takes place during certain periods in
the working day on the High Street Cranfield. Indeed the Central
Motors site, with 135 houses, will significantly increase the con-
gestion problem. This will be further exacerbated when the 373
houses on the Home Farm site plus 25 from 1&2 High Street have
been completed. Some traffic relief system is required allowing traf-
fic to avoid the High Street to stop grid-lock situations occurring
once these developments are in place.

3.     All developments have to be measured against the impact they
have on the quality of life of the existing inhabitants.  In the case
of the Central Bedfordshire proposed site allocation this develop-
ment will have a significant impact on the quality of life of those
living on or adjacent to the High Street.  At bullet point 2 above,
we note the impact that the proposed Central Motors development
will have on traffic flows.  This also impacts those living in the
vicinity in terms of increased noise, increased vehicle pollution (an
important consideration for those suffering from asthma, emphy-
sema or other respiratory problems) and that motorist often mount
the pavement either to get through a grid-lock or to allow other vehi-
cles to pass thereby relieving the grid-lock but causing problems
for pedestrians.  We note that recent developments at Central Motors
and Lincroft, allowed by Mid-Bedfordshire District Council (the
direct predecessor to CBC), has increased vehicle flow in this crit-
ical area which will be further exacerbated when the Home Farm
development is completed and that at 1&2 the High Street should this
later be permitted.

4.     Finally, the question of the soundness of a development also
relates to its location within the existing housing distribution. With
respect to further development in Cranfield this should be balanced
north and south of the Court Road-Merchant Lane line so the prac-
tical and historic cores can be maintained and not submerged by
further developments.  The CBC proposed site allocation does not
enhance this balancing process but further distorts the housing dis-
tribution within the existing village layout and threatens a dense
unfocused wedge in the north of the village.

Submitted by: 
Parish Councillor Alan Morris, Parish Councillor John Savill 

Parish Councillor Laurence Pollock

207 (Cranfield) Squadron
An Air Cadet from 207 (Cranfield) Squadron last week showed sporting
prowess after attending a football trial held in January.
Cadet corporal Tom Harris, 17 years old, represented Bedfordshire (Bed's)
and Cambridgeshire (Camb's) Wing at the annual Central and Eastern Region
football tournament hosted at RAF Cranwell.  This was after his success at
the Wing trials held at RAF Brampton on the 17th of January in which he
was selected for the Wing team to compete at the Regional event alongside
selected members from some of the 29 other squadrons making up the Wing.
After a long journey to Lincolnshire for the tournament, Bed’s and Camb’s
Wing put on a good show and eventually finished runners up in the tournament
of 6 teams. They played 2 group matches and after winning both had pro-
gressed to the final, only to be narrowly beaten 1-0 to take the silver medal. This
achievement is in vivid contrast to last year when the team finished in last
place. 
Flight Lieutenant Paul Weston, officer commanding 207 Sqn, said “It’s a very
proud day to have a representative at the event for the squadron. I am very
pleased for Corporal Harris and the team as they exceeded all expectations
and did very well at the event”.  Each member of the Bed’s and Camb’s team
was awarded a silver medal for their efforts and some will now progress
through to represent Central and Eastern Region at the Corps tournament.  
Football is just one of the many sports and activities available to Air Cadets
and is played at a range of age levels. If you are aged between 13 and 18 and
think you may be interested in becoming a member, please contact the
Squadron on 01234 752030 or call in at their Headquarters off Merchants
Lane, Cranfield between the times of 7:30pm and 9:30pm on a Monday or
Thursday evening.

Cdt Cpl Tom Harris, For SMCO, 207 (Cranfield) Sqn

Help, we are cute but, homeless! 

“Easter is nearly here but we have been left here in the window of the Autumn
Blossom shop. It’s Ellie’s fault really. She just couldn’t resist us and bought
us on impulse for the Easter celebration knowing that we are irresistable -
Hey, try saying that with a mouthful of radishes - but she never had the oppor-
tunity to advertise us so she called Peter the editor of Cranfield Express to
view them for a possible advert next month and, guess what?  He bought our
oldest sister! That’s her with the basket of eggs. How could he do that, buy our
sister - so cruel! I bet he don’t know he can get done for buying bird’s eggs.
Anyway, come and see us at Autumn Blossom at 7 Mill Road or phone Ellie
on 01234 757878 and give a bunny a home for Easter!”



Cranfield News which began in March 1994 when the village was getting
bigger and bigger and word of mouth communication just wasn’t enough to get
peoples thoughts and ideas circulating as they had done in the heydays of the
village pub which, incidentally, was where the idea was born ... “After think-
ing about it for a few weeks over drinks in the pub, we decided to give it a
go and started with four pages.” says Carole  “It proved to be a lot of work,
especially the delivery side, in the dark, falling up or down garden steps, trip-
ping over, and nearly getting our fingers bitten off by snappy dogs.
We persevered persuading friends and relatives to help out. The newsletter
gathered pace and proved to be very popular. Six years on in early 2000 we
decided to give up everything for an extended holiday in Greece. We realised
that the paper played an important part in the village and wanted it to keep
going so we handed over to Peter Hinson (and his mate Gilbert) who had been
a regular contributor and always helped out when we were stuck for articles.
Needless to say he has done a grand job and Cranfield Express is now 10
years old. Congratulations Peter. Keep up the good work.”

Carole and Allen

Cranfield News... It was Carole and
Allen, who worked such long hours
to reach the ‘perfection’ that was
Cranfield News, who got me into this.
I was always amazed how Carole
could be sorting some copy out and
putting someone right on the tele-
phone both at the same time. And
Allen - I don’t think we ever had a
conversation in the Cranfield News
office when the keys were silent. It
was un-nerving to watch him drag-
ging text and pictures here there and
everywhere and Carole constantly
feeding more through the frightenly
efficient system of computers glow-
ing without their covers on and the
sort of wiring that probably instigated
the formation of the Health and Safety
industry in the UK!
Then there was the content ... 
Pete Watts with ‘Watts About’ - how
I wish he would write for Cranfield
Express and I’ve tried to get him into
it again but - perhaps when he reads
this he might consider another tour of
the locals and get ‘em all going again.
Somebody told me that if you were in
a pub with Pete Watts you had to be
very careful what you said or you’d
be reading it at the end of the month.
Pete also told me that people stopped
talking to him when he was out so I
suppose there is a reason for not doing
it again’
I also liked to read Carole’s ‘no non-
sense reports, especially the council
stuff - never a hidden agenda in there
and you got it ‘warts and all’.
I was also impressed with the way
Allen created the adverts - making
them look so easy to do but then he
di have all those years of experience in
the printing trade. As well as the
Cranfield News he and Carole were
running a very sucessful Cranfield
Graphics.
Allen making it look so easy gave me
great confidence in those early days.
I even bought a Mac off Councillor
Mike Clarke, and that was one one of
my first mistakes - not buying it from
Mike I must add ‘cos he was only too
pleased to help.  After much instruc-
tion from my friend  ‘Mac only user’
Marilyn - who lives in Michigan US  -
I was still struggling. Even when she
came to stay with us I just couldn’t
hack it. After losing a couple of days
of hard work I finally decided a Mac
was only any good for keeping the
rain off.  It ended up in the garden -
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In the beginning was ... 

Continued on page 13

Scoop during one of our more
serious conversations



Scary or what?
Standfirst/Sleeping partner, eye in the sky, aerial asbo merchant? Who is the
real Gilbert  - the editor's nom de plumage or the biggest pain in the A421?
Laurence Pollock made a tentative arrangement to meet up
I have to say, I’d not planned anything. It seemed better not to but during sev-
eral restless nights I yearned for a bit of certainty about how things would go. 
In my day job I reckon I've interviewed probably thousands of people over a
30-year career. But a reclusive herring gull with a landfill dependency was
going to test my social skills and my powers of imagination. Why should I
succeed when Time and Newsweek, Trawlerman's Gazette and Beds on Sunday
had all drawn a big feathered blank?
The only thing agreed in advance is the Cross Keys.  He’s waiting for me on
one of the benches out the front, moody, pulling at some old chip wrappings
and hopping on and off the seats. 
“Inside?” I hesitate. No response and I note Pauline peering anxiously out the
window. It wasn’t during her time but the infamous 2001 Gull Crews is still
talked about in these parts, only brought to a less than satisfactory conclu-
sion by elite special forces from the RSPB up at Sandy. Allegedly the old
Leathern Bottel came off the worst and never recovered.
“What would you like?” is the best I can manage, hardly an icebreaker. The
ice remains rock solid in the mould and meanwhile Pauline is heading out
with the refreshments. Hmm... old Hookey just what I was thinking about.
That’s lucky.
He knocks his Mackerel Extra Salty back in one and orders another (large)
bucket. No ice. I sip my Hookey and I’m just planning a first conversational
foray, a sort of technical aside about landfill regulations when he starts and it’s
like a tidal wave.
“I suppose you’ve been talking to him and you’ve both agreed, ‘Oh wouldn't
it be nice to interview Gilbert and get his side of it’ and all that guano.”
“Well I see Peter most...”
“I’ll bet you do and I’m sure you have a good old chinwag about me. Well
let me tell you Peter not is an easy man by any stretch. Don’t be taken in by that
deep inner peace, martial arts zen stuff.  Do you know what we call him down
at the ‘Fill (Gilbert's local)? they call him...”
I quickly parry: “Well I’m sure its not suitable and anyway I know you and
Peter have always had creative differences.”
At this point he wheels off and up, screeches around the High Street, brings
Pauline running out to see what is going on and nearly gets a direct hit on her
catching the ridge tiles instead. 
“Creative, did you say? I’ll agree differences OK. But ‘creative’ is going a
bit far.  You know just because Peter runs, edits, writes, takes pictures, goes
to the printer, arranges distribution and sits up all hours, he thinks he is Mr
Cranfield Express.” 
“It seems reason...” I suggest.
“Well let me tell you he’d be nothing without me. Nothing. I am his deep
throat passing on crucial inside info about Cranfield United, the Women’s
Institute and the Parish Council Burials Committee (could a name like that
be more creepy?) to an unsuspecting readership.  All those clandestine meet-
ings in an underground car park in down town Washington.”
I ask him if he has been watching the film All the Presidents Men. But he
sails majestically on.
“I am his muse, his inspiration and his contact with the real Cranfield. This is
a living community not a weblink on Google Earth. When was the last time
Peter foraged in a High Street waste bin for a front page lead?”
Emboldened, my tolerance finally runs out. Determined to have my say I
looked the avian bully in his beady, bloodshot eye and speak: “Now listen
here. Cranfield Express isn’t filled by ransacking the bins in search of an
uneaten chilli prawn stir fry. I think you have some slightly inflated ideas of
your importance in this particular publication and I would like to ask why
you think you are so special?”
There is more screeching and hopping around and I’m sure I can now see
Pauline anxiously on the phone.
“You listen,” he says. “I ask the questions around this vale and anybody who
doesn’t like it can just.. I don't know... unvale themselves.”
Any attempt at further interaction or to point out that a media interview doesn’t
work like that is doomed. With a final flourish he announces:
“I think I have had quite enough...”
I agree wholeheartedly I try to say but.
“At this shtablishment. I am now going to the club to be with my friends and
comrades.”
The CIU in Marston is of course one of the few “shtablishments” he isn’t
banned from and the move is not surprising. In Moretaine he is regarded as
nothing less than God of All the Wetlands. Nevertheless I do wonder about him
as he ups and flies off, flapping doggedly in the direction of Newport Pagnell.
I suspect reality will dawn when he alights at the civic amenity site. Google
earth might be more useful than he imagines.

Laurence Pollock
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This is inevitably a potted history. But what are your memories of the last
decade if you have been in Cranfield? Email or write to the editor and fill in
the gaps. Everyone’s experiences (and memories) are different and the wider
the range represented the more comprehensive. So let Cranfield Express know
what you think were the highs and lows of living in the village in the first
decade of the third millennium.

Laurence Pollock

Back to our roots
It all started, in issue No 1, with a crumbling garage block wall, a set of tree
roots and a mystery about who owned some land in Springfield Way. Like
all good Cranfield stories it ran and ran so you wouldn't hold your breath.
But it was a bother to SW residents, a real issue that needed to be put into
public view. Many more parishioners were worried about highways plans to
create a one-way system for traffic around the university. Others spotted the
date and stopped fretting.
For 10 years month by month, year by year Cranfield Express has recorded the
big issues, ventilated public opinion and kept the village up to date with the fine
detail of local government and public services.
In September 2000 St Peter and St Paul's church hit the headlines, national
included, when the heritocracy, English Heritage to be precise said it could not
modify ancient timbers in the bell tower. A re-cast bell and a brand new one
could only be safely installed if the internal timber framework was altered
but mediaeval wood was discovered at the last minute when floorboards were
taken up. Plans were put back months.
And the clock tower was back in the news in 2007 when the Parish Council
overturned a Mid Beds noise abatement order which aimed to stop the chimes
at night. 
On the ground, the long drawn out war over Home Farm was being fought
out in a no man’s land of plans, design briefs and development strategies.
Home Farm and Persimmon won, in the end, and even attempts to minimise
the impact on Lodge Road failed. 
There was bad and then good and then bad news on the landfill front. WRG
the last in a series of poor Brogborough landfill owners were finally sent pack-
ing after a mammoth inquiry into a proposal to extend the life of the pit yet
again. This came after years of unsatisfactory management and rescheduled
dates to close the pit. 
But as landfill faded, concerns have mounted about proposals for a mammoth
‘waste to energy’ plant which would see Central Beds accepting thousands
of tonnes of rubbish from Buckinghamshire and elsewhere every week. Ideas
for “things to do with the Vale” have mounted and Cranfield joined protests
about an apparently bogus ‘ecotown’ proposal in 2008 which eventually eco-
ed off. The most popular use of the Vale involves building a superhighway
A421 replacement. At time of writing this is well under way and offers the
prospect of welcome relief from a decade of rat running (no disrespect to the
rats of course). 
There have been periodic attempts to stir the village apathy and the farmers
markets started with a bang, or bangers, made from goats in October 2006.
The current market is dreadfully reduced but well worth a visit for Phillips'
superior confections and pastry dainties. 
“Men are from Mars, perhaps, but buses are from Venus.” That’s also from
2006 but what kind of story is that?  Stagecoach decided buses worked better
if they ran on the “Venus” route not the 158. Three years on the County
Council gave us a lovely leaving present when they axed subsidies for evening
buses from the uni to the village and into Bedford. The legacy is students of
a winter evening dodging the headlights as they struggle along College Road
and Crawley road to make the safety of the village. An avalanche of emails had
no impact and the portfolio holder didn't even reply to letters.

keeping the rain off a bit of grass before the council cleared it away for me.
So, after much deliberation we set off to create Cranfield Express... Chris and
Mary Hartley, Sarah Reeve, Laurence Pollock and myself. 
That first edition wasn’t an easy one but with Chris’s technical skills and
Laurence’s experience as editor we got there and it took off. 
Four years later when I inherited the publication I realised just how much
timing the production needed to meet the monthly deadlines. It meant a com-
plete change of lifestyle for me and it wasn’t long before I missed Mary’s
excellent and ‘clinical’ organisation of copy and advertiser’s accounts... a
baptism of fire for me! 
With Audrey’s help and Andy Perret from Primex who does the website and
keeps me sane with the computer issues, we got it working and apart from
losing peoples’ photos, upsetting one side then upsetting the other and generally
bumbling along I think that now I am getting a bit better at it. Several BIG
mistakes have played a significant part of a very long learning curve and one
day I will list them - probably starting with... 
Not to write out copy when severely jet lagged, not to drink cider during the
final ‘save to printer’s files’ operation, look carefully at the edition numbers
and which month is on the front page (did anyone notice it?), try to remember
also that when collecting for ‘final output’ that computers sometimes pick up
files that may be a year old but have the same name (sorry Margaret) and
always be prepared for the unexpected - like switching on to put it all together
and finding the main and the standby computer don’t want to play and the
whole thing’s  put together on a lap top I got for £5 in a car boot sale in the 90’s’ 
That’s all I’ve got to say except thank you for reading it and I hope, appreci-
ating it. I’m looking forward to going forward and supplying you all with the
news, entertainment and issues which affect you all in one way or another.

Peter Hinson - Ed 

In the beginning was ... continued from page 12
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When future historians research Cranfield in the “noughties” a local monthly
newsletter will be a key source of primary information. But they will ask, who
is this man Peter? Laurence Pollock tried to find out
His publishing debut was in The Lady magazine. His most enduring pub-
lishing venture is Cranfield Express which this month marks its 10th anniver-
sary. 
We live in a world where we are all increasingly isolated from each other
and don't know our neighbours. A local newsletter packed with information,
opinions and often topical news is an amazing benefit. It happens, simply,
because of several dozen deliverers, Peter Hinson and some key workers. 
So what inspires Peter, proprietor and editor of Cranfield Express, month in
and month out, for 121 issues, especially when he lives in Brogborough where
he was born?
“I love Cranfield, I think it’s a great place,” he sums up. Peter did come among
us in the 1970s, living in Mill Road for four years but he moved back to
Brogborough for business reasons. However, he has always been around the
village most of his life, either working there, running a motorcycle business,
working in aviation and generally keeping up with the goss. 
Still, he would have to be interested, in some way, in writing. An early influ-
ence was the late Frank Lord, who taught him English at Fulbrook School in
Woburn Sands and was his neighbour in Mill Road.  But Peter also loved
science, including physics and chemistry and benefited from gardening lessons.
Passion
A passion for music, partly driven by Buddy Holly and those early rockers,  put
higher education and long hours swotting in the library out of Peter’s mind.
His working life then followed distinct phases - working for the Cranfield
aviation industry, a motorcycle business, a period with London Brick and
then back to plane and aircraft parts up the hill.  London Brick is well and
truly gone so early closure of the airfield would be unhelpful.  On the per-
sonal side there was happy marriage to Audrey, and the children, in distinct
phases of courses.
But behind all the treadmill of life, work, family which we are all familiar
with, a literary bud was gradually unfolding. 
In the late 1980s Peter’s attention was drawn to advertisements inviting read-
ers to “become a writer”.  He signed up to one of them and did the corre-
spondence course. 
“It was enlightening. It opened my eyes to what I should be looking for.”
Peter was clearly an able student because his first literary project was a suc-
cess. 
“I have always been interested in Beatrix Potter, not because of the books
but because of her involvement in science. So I decided to write a profile of
her to celebrate the centenary of Peter Rabbit. I sent a partial draft to The
Lady.”
The Lady is Britain’s oldest weekly women’s magazine, in continuous pub-
lication since 1885. Historically it was valued for its classified advertise-
ments for domestic service, child care and holiday properties. Today The
Lady is edited by Rachel Johnson (Boris’s sister) and has been dramatically
rebranded as one of the UK’s most talked about women’s weeklies. Recent
contributors include Joan Collins, Will Self and Penny Smith.
“They wrote back the next day saying they would like to use it and I was up
all night finishing it.” 
The good bit was getting published and a cheque for £50. The bad bit was
that they changed the ending - as editors do. But a literary career was launched. 
Interviews
The writing developed with stories for a US Army Air Force historical mag-
azine about a true life dog, Delbert, who arrived with the American airmen in
Northants during the second world war and more ‘interviews’ with Paddington
Bear - with the help of Michael Bond and a phone link, Mr Blobby, Santa
Claus and, of course, Peter Rabbit for Family Fun magazine. 
Peter also became an inveterate writer of letters to local newspapers as he
honed his skills and started writing airfield news for the former Cranfield
News, the Express’s predecessor when it started in the mid-1990s. 
His Cranfield literary presence accompanied by his off-beat, off-beam, one-
legged gullfriend Gilbert (‘You looking at my bird?’) dates from this time.
Peter’s public delicacy about the relationship has led some to challenge its
very existence but he refuses to be drawn on some key unanswered ques-
tions. Such as Who? What? Where? Why? and When?
Come the moment come the man: When Alan and Carol brought down the
shutters on Cranfield News and swapped Apple Mac for Mediterranean there
was a need for something similar. Peter with a wider group took on the task
of ensuring the villagers knew what their neighbours were up to, in the nicest
way possible. 
The original group eventually left him to it, but Peter was undaunted. He
mastered the hardware, the software and the where-did-I-file that story prob-
lem. He once lost four days’ work with a major crash - ‘a really stressful
time’. These days, armed with his four-gig memory stick, two hard drives
and a flash card he can handle just about any truculent computer giving him
grief. 
Cranfield Express has grown, it is distributed to Salford (Beds, that is), it has
eager readers in the US and Australia and all the past issues are available on

the Cranfield Express website hosted by Andy perret. It’s quite an achievement. 
Thanks
Peter’s too nice to be a true media megalomaniac and he’s impatient to
acknowledge the support and back-up of a host of people. There’s Mrs Hinson
- Audrey - “who has supported the cause with tea, advice, secretarial stuff,
accounts and encouragement”. 
Then: “My  dear friend,  Helen King. In the ten years, Helen has assisted me
with the distribution of Cranfield Express every month - along with sorting,
organising and bagging up the 40 odd deliverers’ bags and boxes and then
riding shotgun in the various vehicles over the years. If it hadn’t been for her
hard work and that of the deliverers, who step out in all weathers, the job
would have been logistically impossible.”
He also expressed his thanks for the input of Ann Healey who has had to give
up due to ill-health. Now he has a new literary assistant “Secret Squirrel”.
As usual members of the animal/bird kingdom conceal questions of identity
and reality is blurred. But that is all part of the fun.

Fun is perhaps the key word. I have known Peter since the Triassic period of
the landfill (or was it the cretaceous?) and he has never been short of a sense
of humour. Not a dry, gallows humour but a genuine laugh-out-loud humour
long before it became “LOL” in text messages.  We need lots more people
like him in Cranfield and we need to look after the ones we’ve already got -
even if they live in Brogborough.

Cranfield Expr ess - Happy 10th Birthday
Dear Peter
Congratulations to you and all your supporters.
This excellent publication continues to maintain its very high quality and
ensures residents are kept informed of local news - all views are published
without bias.
Over the years we have been grateful for the help and advice you have always
given us.  Thank you and best wishes for the next 10 years.

Alan Bastable & Ken Matthews
Conservative Councillors for Cranfield ward

The editor ... for those who don’t know him
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And thr ee from over the pond say …
Don Homola of Hazelhurst, Wisconsin and Wichita Falls, Texas, USA
Congratulations to the 10th anniversary of the Cranfield Express, its staff,
contributors, and to the residents of Cranfield from this side of the pond. I’ve
totally enjoyed learning about your community, your people, the issues you face
and the hometown so similar to my own, except, of course, your use of bizarre
words, phrases and spelling. Your online presence makes it so easy for me to
check up on longtime friends Peter and Gilbert and their community. Best
wishes for continued success...I’ll be watching!

Thank you Don but bizzarrely I did notice from my visit that we drive on the
right side of the road - this being the left which is, the right side of the, er ...
Oh, okay, just forget I mentioned it!

Ed

Marilyn Johnson of Sturgis, Michigan, USA

Ten years? Really!!!
Wow! Anyway, it’s
a fantastic publica-
tion with an impres-
sive U.S. readership!
Well, I think I’m
impressive anyway!
Congratulations!
When’s the party?

Thank you Marilyn
but I will have to
save the party ‘til
next time you visit.
It’s your turn to
come here and it’s
got to be a lot cooler
in the summer than
Chicago was in ‘08

Ed

Colynn Wright-Nelson, Vancouver, Washington, USA
Happy Birthday Cranfield Express!! The following letter is a direct reason
that I have friends from England.
In 2007 I read an arti-
cle in one of the
newsletters I get
online.  It was about
your church and the
way it chimes.  Some
of the new villagers
complained to your
council that they
couldn’t sleep at night
so the council bowed
to the pressure and
stopped the chiming
that had been going on
since the building of
the church.
I was incensed.  Today
there is so much
Political Correctness
going around that it is
almost sickening.    I
googled Cranfield on
my computer to find
out how to get to your
council so I could put
my two cents in.  Not
that it mattered, I was
all the way across the
pond in the United
States and on the West
Coast at that.
I could not find anything on the Council (here we call it City Hall) but the
Cranfield Express came up.  Hmmmm, the Cranfield Express, the local paper.
Not intending to have it published, I shot off an email condemning the Town's
Politicians for bowing to someone who SHOULD have done their homework
before buying their house in an area where I’m sure at some point had heard
the chiming of the clock, rather than saying to them... “you know what, this has
been going on for an awfully long time, maybe you should buy some earplugs.”
A couple of days later, I get an email back from the Editor of the Cranfield
Express, a Mr Peter Hinson, asking if he could print it after editing it a bit.
Wow! I thought.  I’ve had many letters published in our local paper here, but
in England?  Sure, I said.
That was the start of a friendship I never even dreamed I would be having.
Friends in England out of the Blue. The letter to the Cranfield Express gave me
a lifelong friend and his family.
My husband, now deceased, and I had the priviledge of meeting and spending
time with Peter and his lovely wife in San Francisco in September of 2008.  It
was like we have always been friends.  Now I am planning a trip to your
Village in September of this year which will be the 2 year anniversary of
when we met for the first time.
One of the things I am most looking forward to is meeting the people who
are regular contributers to The Express... Dr. Marjorie Cotton who touches
my heart every time I read her articles (especially the one right after she lost
her husband), Peter Hunter, who writes about Business and is right on with his
comments and of course Rebecca Cook whose poetry amazes me, it’s so beau-
tiful.
So, come September, I will make my first trip across the pond to spend time
with the Editor of the Cranfield Express and his family just because one day
in August of 2007 I got on my soap box and stood up for the Church in your
Village.
Looking forward to meeting you all!!!
Yes Colynn -  September can’t come quick enough even though editors of this
age shouldn’t be wishing their lives away... It is going to be great to see you
again!

Ed

Colynn and Audrey in some bar, in some place!

Dates 9.30 –11.00 AM 12.00 – 1.30 PM 2.30 – 4.00 PM 
Tuesday
06/04/10

Apley Guise 
Sports Field 

Cranfield
Recreation

Ground (High 
Street) 

Shefford
Digswell Park 

Wednesday
07/04/10

Potton Mill Lane 
Park

 Flitwick 
Hinksley Road 

Thursday
08/04/10

Dunton
Recreation

Ground

Campton 
Recreation

Ground

Flitton and 
Greenfield Park 

Friday
09/04/10

Stanford Playing 
Field

Time: 1.00 – 3.00 PM 
Sandy Bedford Road Park 

Monday
12/04/10

Stotfold Park 
(Hitchin Road) 

Ampthill Park Henlow Pyghtles 
(Cricket 
Ground)

Tuesday
13/04/10

Blunham 
Playing Field 

Upper Caldecote 
Playing Field 

Arlesey
Recreation

Ground
Wednesday
14/04/10

Clifton Playing 
Field

Haynes Playing 
Field (behind the 

village hall) 

Marston
Morteyne

(Manor Road) 
Thursday
15/04/10

Flitwick
Hatfield 
Creasent

Stondon Park Biggleswade 
Chambers way 

Friday
16/04/10

Westoning Park Time: 1.00 – 3.00 PM 
Tythe Farm Park Dunstable 

Tuesday 6th April 2010 at Cranfield Recreation
Ground in the High Str eet

12.00 Noon - 1.30pm

Information

�x�� All sessions are free of charge. 

�x�� All ages are welcome. 

�x�� Play Rangers will come with play equipment and creative 
activities. (Please note no children under 5 in the art tent.) 

�x�� All Play Rangers are CRB checked. 

�x�� Parents/carers remain responsible for their children at all 
times. (Children under 5 should be accompanied by an adult.) 

�x�� Children are free to come and go as they please, this is an 
open access scheme. 

�x�� Parents/carers are very welcome to join in. 

�x�� Play isn’t always clean and dry, so wear something suitable.

Hotline Number: 
0300 300 8072 Email:

playrangers@
centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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Computer News Letter No 16
This month I want to talk about internet connectivity.  Not so long ago it
would only have been available through “dial up2 with the maximum down-
load speed (band width) of 56Kbs (Kilo Bits per second) and then only if you
were lucky.  
Now we have the options of Broadband (technically known as ADSL), Fibre
(Optical Fibre or Cable) and Mobile Broadband (with Dongles that allow us
to use the mobile phone network).  There are a few other options which are
expensive, Sat phones, Local Wireless and Mobile dial up. These tend to be
used only in geographic areas where all else fails (mainly because they are
not so easy to use or are so expensive) and generally, do not give a very good
bandwidth.  Old style Dial Up is still available and is the most versatile.
However, the price has not gone down as nearly all other network connec-
tions have, so it is now the most expensive (and generally the slowest) way of
connecting to the Internet.  
So when thinking of going to or changing your Broadband, what options do
you have?  Mostly this is down to where you live. There has been little by
way of deployment of Cable in the last 20 years.  NTL did most of it but ran
out of money. They have now been taken over by Virgin so maybe there will
be some additional investment.  However, the fact remains that if there is
Cable in your area you will know about it and can be connected.  You will then
(depending on how much you want to pay) be able to get a bandwidth of up
to 100Mbs (Mega bits/second).  This is almost the equivalent to having the data
you want already on your PC.  You want a Page/File/ Music track? Click - you
have it.  (See other limitation - later).  
If you are not in one of those cabled areas (certain parts of Milton Keynes
are but no-one else in Milton Keynes post codes) then the best you can get
is copper wire based Broadband (ADSL). In the United Kingdom, 95% of
us can now get ADSL. This means that our bandwidth is at least 512Kbs (i.e.
nearly ten times faster than the old dial up) and the closer you are to the tele-
phone exchange the better.  This means for those very close to the Exchange,
getting as much as 8Mbs (Mega bits/sec) which is nearly 150 times faster
than Dial Up.
As with all Broadband or Cable connections and unlike Dial Up, you can
also use your phone to make/receive phone calls whilst connected to the inter-
net. Mobile Broadband is really only useful for laptop users who are “on the
go”.  It allows a laptop to connect to the internet anywhere there is mobile
phone coverage.  The cheapest is about £15/month, requires the “one off pur-
chase” of a “dongle”, may have limitations on the amount you download and
guarantees you no specific bandwidth. It is good for people like me who are
always on the move but is not the thing for home use.
Like Dial Up, ADSL broadband requires a “modem”.  There are basically
two types.  The USB type and the “Always On” type.  The USB type takes its
power from the computer it is connected to (via a USB cable).  These tend

to be the original modems. They only allow the PC, to which they are con-
nected, to have access to Broadband and (generally, being old technology)
have a bandwidth limit of 2Mbs.  The “Always On” type can serve a number
of PCs either through Ethernet cables (generally there are 4 connection sock-
ets on a modem) or through WiFi (normally this is for Laptops but can be
any PC with the correct hardware as long as the PC is Windows ‘98 [2nd edi-
tion] or later).  The newer “Always On” type will (most likely) be able to
take advantage of the very latest technology known as ADSL +2 which allows
bandwidths of up to 20Mbs.  This is being rolled out nation wide later this
year, although from what I gather, it’s places like London, Manchester and
Birmingham who will gain for at least the next year or two.  
So, having decided what you want in terms of bandwidth, which ISP (Internet
Service Provider) should you choose for the best connection?  The answer
is the same as which gas/electric company will give you the best gas/elec-
tric.  I.e. they are all the same because with Broadband the issue is how good
is the copper between you and your exchange and how close it is.
Should you ask about “After Sales Service” or “is the call centre in India?”
Those are very different questions and nothing to do with how good a ser-
vice (in terms of internet access) you will get.
I mentioned service limitations earlier.  This is to do with “Bottlenecks”.
You may have a Broadband bandwidth of 8Mbs but if you are looking for a
file that is on a servicer that only has a bandwidth of 2Mbs then all you will
get is 2Mbs.  Should another person (in the USA, say) be looking at that same
server at the same time as you then you will only get 1Mbs and if there are 4
of you then ½ Mbs and so on. 
Providing bandwidth from servers is expensive, so it is only the big fellows
(Microsoft, BBC, Norton, CNN, NBC) that can fund enough bandwidth to
cope with 100’s/1000's of people hitting their sites simultaneously and still pro-
vide a “Maximum” download speed.  There is also the bottleneck between
exchanges.  I have no detailed knowledge of the cable connections in town/vil-
lages in the MK area but it would seem logical for most villages to be linked
to local town and from them to cities etc.  This means that if everyone in
Cranfield hit the internet for downloads at the same time, the link between
Cranfield and (say) MK would be the bottleneck. 
For these reasons none of the ISP’s will guarantee a specific end-to-end con-
nection speed.  In other words, if you have a 6Mbs link to your exchange
(say) don’t expect a 6Mbs response to every site you link to, nor should you
expect the speed to be the same at 5pm as it is a 2am. Broadband "Rush hour"
is 8am to 10 am and 5pm to 7:30 pm.

If you have any questions please send them to:
Cranfield_it_page@btconnect.comand they will be answered in future
News Letter pages.



Cranfield Express April 2010  17

Box Size 10cm x 8.7cm 

Word count 96 (not including logo) 

Lines 18

Characters (no spaces, not including logo) 464 

Want to get involved with cutting 
edge research? 

Cranfield Health are developing biomarkers 
of sucrose intake, using a sucrose drink to 
find out what happens to sugars in the body. 

We need: 
• non-smoking, healthy females 
• aged 25- 40 yrs 
• BMI 20- 27 [weight in kg divided by (your 

height in metres x height in metres)] 
• able to spare approx. 6 hours over 3 days 
• willing to provide blood and urine samples  

Your time and effort will be compensated. 

For more information, contact us: 
Tel: 01234 758515 / 07775 884786 
Email: nutrition_studies@cranfield.ac.uk 

Mon to Fri 8.00am - 4.30pm

Sat 9.00am - 4.30pm

Sunday 10.00am - 4.00pm

To see our full menu 
Go to 

www.thecafepacific.co.uk
or call

Tel: 01234 754611

Open 7 days a week

Dog Fouling May Cause Play
Facility For Childr en to be

Withdrawn
The Play Rangers have visited Cranfield High Street Recreation Ground on
a number of occasions, bringing with them play equipment and creative
activities for children to enjoy.  This is a great facility for the children; it
has prompted many positive comments, and enjoys good attendance fig-
ures.  Sadly, last year the Play Rangers stated that the area in the Recreation
Ground where they base themselves is unsafe for the Children because of
the large amount of dog waste left behind by irresponsible dog owners.  If the
problem is found to be the same at their next visit in April 2010 they say
they will not be coming back.  It is a pity that the children may have to loose
a facility that is both fun and educational simply because dog owners refuse
to clean up after their dogs.  The Parish Council makes every effort to try
to stop this nuisance; however, it is impossible to have a warden in the play
areas from dawn to dusk.  Please - if you see a dog owner walking away
from waste left by their dog, let the Clerk of the Council have the name of the
owner (if known), and a description of the dog.  

Health Risks

Dog waste is not only an extremely unpleasant and unwelcome commodity
it is also the perfect breeding ground for bacteria, parasites and other forms
of infection. The most damaging of these is caused by the roundworm
Toxocara canis. The eggs of this parasite are present in much dog waste and
the effects of ingestion range from mild flu like symptoms that often go
undiagnosed to a more worrying form that affects the eye and can lead to
permanent blindness.  It has been estimated that a single gram of dog waste
can contain 23 million fecal bacteria, which are known to cause cramps,
diarrhea, intestinal illness, and serious kidney disorders in humans.

Responsibility

Every dog owner should be aware that it is their legal requirement to clean
up the waste left behind by their dog - don't leave it behind, it is your respon-
sibility!
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Our courts rely heavily on the statements of witnesses when weighing up evi-
dence. Have you ever wondered how good you would be as an eyewitness,
either describing an individual or an event in detail?  
I would like to go back to the events of that first Easter, over 2000 years ago
and to look at how witnesses played their part in bringing us the story we
know today.
Each of the four Gospel writers gave slightly different accounts, from the
arrest of Jesus, through the trial and crucifixion to the finding of the empty
tomb on Easter Morning.  Even the accounts of Jesus’ appearance to His dis-
ciples, after His death, vary, depending on which Gospel we are reading.  The
Gospels were written many years after the events they describe.  With the
passage of time and with much telling, details may change, but the essentials
stay the same.
The three first or “synoptic” Gospels, i.e. ones which tell a story, are largely
based on the account written by Mark, based on eyewitness evidence.  Luke
was meticulous in his searching for the truth. “I too decided, after investigat-
ing carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account, so that you may
know the truth concerning the things about which you have been instructed.”
Luke 1: 1-4
Luke never saw Jesus but came to believe when he joined Paul on his mis-
sionary journeys which he describes in the book of Acts. 
John tells us twice in his Gospel (John 19:35 and John 21:24) that he saw the
events he describes with his own eyes.  He was there.  “His testimony is true,
and he knows that he tells the truth.”
"Were you there when they crucified my Lord?" The first line of this lovely
spiritual challenges us to imagine what it would have been like to be there on
that first Good Friday.  Crucifixions were a regular occurrence for convicted
criminals, as this was how the Romans set them up as an example and a deter-
rent.
This was no ordinary day.  We are told by Matthew (Matt 27: 45-54) and
Mark (Mark 15:33-39) that from noon there was total darkness over the whole
land.  There may have been a total eclipse of the sun as Jesus died on the
cross.  At the moment of His death the earth shook and the curtain of the tem-
ple, which separated the Holy of Holies from the body of the temple was torn
from top to bottom.  (Was this to signify that God was no longer to be kept in
a separate compartment, but that through Jesus, He was accessible to every-
one?)
This was all too much for the Roman Soldiers who were on duty.  We are
told
that they or at least one of their number, a Centurion, was heard to say “Truly,
this was the Son of God”.  They saw and believed.  This was only the start!
Imagine the mixed emotions of the women when they came to the tomb on
Easter morning and found that the stone had been rolled away and the tomb was
empty?
John gives the fullest account of the events on that morning, as he was inti-
mately involved.  (John 20: 1-18) Mary Magdalene ran to tell  Peter and John.
John, being younger, reached the tomb first, but waited for Peter, who went in
first.  John followed and “he saw and believed, for as yet they did not under-
stand the scripture that he must rise from the dead.”
On the evening of the same day, Jesus appeared to the disciples. (John 20:19-
23) They were more than a little startled, hardly believing their eyes. He gave
His Blessing; “Peace be with you” and showed them His pierced hands and side
so that they would believe.  Thomas wasn’t with them and just couldn’t accept
what they told him.  He needed to see for himself.

We are told how Jesus returned a week later and appeared to them when
Thomas was present.  Thomas was overwhelmed by the truth and replied to
Jesus “Do not doubt but believe” with the humble words of adoration, “My
Lord and my God!” (John 20: 24-28)
The following words of Jesus could be spoken to each one of us. “Have you
believed because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.” (John 20:29)
The story of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection may be authenticated as his-
torical fact.
Why is this no ordinary story and can change the lives of us today?  The clue
may be in the final verses of John, Chapter 20. “Now Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book but
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God and that through believing you may have life in his name.”
What might he mean by “life in his name”?  It takes a leap of faith to believe
without seeing. Once that step has been taken, the journey is a lifelong one
of getting to know and love Jesus (and God, for they are one Spirit) and push-
ing aside our own wills so that we can live a life of a different quality, for
Him.  Living in Light rather than darkness, with hope of an eternal Kingdom
where there is no death.
The little book “God Calling” gives some profound help for our journey.
“Wherever the soul is, I am.”  Man has rarely understood this.  I am actually
at the centre of every man’s being, but distracted by the things of the sense
life, he finds Me not.  All down the ages, men have been too eager to say what
they thought about My truth, and in so doing, they have grievously erred.
Hear Me.  Talk to Me.  Reflect Me.  Do not say what you think about Me.
My words need none of man’s explanation.  I can explain to each heart.  Make
Me real, and leave Me to do My own work. To lead a soul to Me is one thing,
to seek to stay with it to interpret, mars the first great act."
I appreciate that, as my Dad used to say “You can take a horse to water - but
rhubarb must be forced!”
Many of you will be able to accept the historical fact of Jesus but have diffi-
culty accepting Him as Living Lord. There are many of other faiths who accept
the fact of Jesus’s life and teachings but reach elsewhere to find God the
Father.  Love is the key underpinning all.
Whatever your beliefs, may your hearts be filled with hope this Easter as we
look forward to the warm springtime and summer months ahead.  Happy
Easter!

Marjorie Cotton

Autumn
Blossom
Florist

All aspects of Floristry catered for including
Made to order bouquets

Wedding and Event flowers
Funeral and Sympathy designs

Gifts available including a wide selection of vases
from £2.30, teddy bears and chocolates.

Open Monday to Saturday 9.30pm till 5.30pm

Tel: 01234 757878
7 Mill Road, Cranfield, Beds. MK43 0JG

Just a phone call away for
all your floral needs.

I’m always happy to help
and a warm welcome

awaits you

Ellie Bell

The empty tomb - the Garden Tomb in Jerusalem
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M & R Accountancy Limited
Accountancy & Taxation Services

Self Assessment
VAT & Payroll
Book-Keeping

14 Fosters Lane
Bradwell
Milton Keynes       
MK13 9HD                        Tel: 01908 319512           Mob: 07743 194482

Lyn Davis A.I.C.B

Self Assessment Tax Returns

Bookkeeping

VAT and Payroll

Telephone: 01234 751460

E-mail: lyn-davis@btconnect.com
4 Lodge Road, Cranfield, Beds. MK43 0BG

Professional Reliable Service
Regulated by the ICB

Practice No
8269

Bob FrBob Fry Photographyy Photography
Building 41
University Campus
Cranfield
Bedfordshire
MK43 0AL

Tel : 01234 754093
Fax : 01234 754089

E-mail : bob.fry@dial.pipex.com 
www.bobfryphotography.com

Normal opening hours are 8am to 5pm Monday to
Friday. Commissions out side of these hours, day or
night, can be undertaken. Photography of small subject
matter including passport photos can be done in my
own studio, all other work will be carried out at
clients premises or as directed... 
Advice and consultation readily given.

This Space could sell your services
for £20 per edition

peter@cranfieldexpress.co.uk
01525 280262
07739872956

It’ll probably go to answering service but we’ll call
you back

Village Pride - Litter Pick
Saturday 15th May 2010

Cranfield Parish Council is organising its autumn litter pick for Saturday
15th May 2010, starting at 10.00 am and ending at 1.00pm. Although the
Village Hall is closed the pickers are asked present themselves for duty at the
front entrance of the Hall.   This is an appeal to all village residents to come
forward and help to keep our village neat and tidy.  The Parish Council is
making a particular appeal to those who organise local youth groups and to
the village schools to encourage the younger members of our community
to come and help with this task.  
Further information on this activity contact Alan Morris on 01234 751533 or
via email at a.j.morris@cranfield.ac.uk  

For St George and England!
Join the Friends of St Peter & St Paul's Cranfield and Redbornstoke Morris
in an evening of music, dance and song to celebrate St George.

Redbornstoke Morris will host an informal evening of traditional dance and
song to celebrate St George and all things English - there will even be a mum-
mer's play starring St George himself.  There will be plenty of opportunity
for participation, or just watching and listening.
Redbornstoke Morris is one of the premier men's sides in Bedfordshire. Based
in Ampthill they have appeared at folk festivals and events across England
including Whitby, Chippenham, Warwick and Sidmouth festivals.   They are
also known for their hospitality, singing and music with various members
being noted performers in their own right. 
Established in 1976 and named after the Saxon “Hundred” that covered
Cranfield, Ampthill and the surrounding area, they have always emphasised
their local connections.  In the summer Redbornstoke Morris perform dances
in the “Ampthill” tradition and also the “Scouthall” style from Harlington - even
their sticks come from Marston Thrift! 
During the summer they also dance at pubs across Bedfordshire.  You can
even join them to welcome the summer on May Day - just be at Catherine’s
Cross in Ampthill Park at 5.30 am on Saturday 1st May.
The St George’s celebration evening is being organised by the Friends of St
Peter and St Paul’s Cranfield to raise funds to improve facilities in the parish
church.  It starts 7.30pm Saturday 24th April 2010 at Holywell Middle School
Cranfield.  
A selection of English food will be available - bring your own tipple. Soft
drinks, tea and coffee provided.
Tickets available from Haydn Distin 01234 751451, Dennis Howe 01234
751442, Sheila Ewen 01234 750117, Wendy Coleman 01234 751453 and
Joan Rees 01234 750787.

Thriftvale Scout Group
Thriftvale Scout Group is open to children from Cranfield, Shelton, Marston
and Lidlington. We currently have a Beaver Colony based in Marston and a
Cub Pack and Scout Troop based in Cranfield. Scouting is open to both boys
and girls from 6 to 14 years of age. 
We are always on the look out for volunteers to help us run events, section
meetings or help on the committee. If you are interested in joining us or
have a hobby or talent you would like to share please contact me.
Shona Perrett ... Thriftvale Group Scout Leader 01234 764996 or
shona@primex.co.uk 

Shona Perrett
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Music

Kitchens

Man With Van
Light Removals

Tel: 01234 750197 

or  07869 144327

House and Garden Clearance

Be it a floor, maybe a wall. 
No job too big, No task too small

Estimates given totally free

Call: 750 703 (Cranfield)
Or Mobile:

07789 47 29 25

N GLI IT

Cobblers 

F & D KITCHENS
& BATHROOMS

25 Hollies Walk, Wootton
NEW KITCHEN OR BATHROOM?

Let us plan, Supply and Fit or, Fit only 
Plumbing, Tiling, Carpentry

Worktops cut and fitting service
Sinks, Hobs,  Ovens supplied 

and fitted
FREE ESTIMATES and 

Concessions for the elderly.
Call Frank - Tel: 01234 767717  

Mob: 0798 680 8506

Plastering                             Painter & Decorator                                                             Joinery                                

Garden & Outside                  Electrical                                                                                Windows 

D & G AYRE 
ELECTRICAL Ltd

Domestic & Industrial Electrical Work
CARRIED OUT TO REGULATION

STANDARDS
From Single points to complete rewires.
Testing & Certification when required

Free Estimates: 
On Call Friendly reliable local service 

‘PART P’ APPROVED

Tel: 01234 752263 or 07971 438699 

Ian Cowley
Carpentry & Building

Contractor
Conservatories, Windows,

Fencing, Patios, Renovation
& Maintenance Work

No Job Too Small
Tel: 01234 750430
Mob: 07791281262

Language/Teaching

Building & Maintenance                              

French Tuition
Learn or improve your French
with a fully qualified native
tutor. 
For pleasure or help with exams.
Phone 01234 297088.

Man with Van                               Grab Service

Tiling                                              Loft Conversion         

CRANFIELD HAULAGE
GRAB SERVICE

Rubbish, soil, hardcore taken away
All types of Aggregates supplied,

loose or bagged
Domestic & Commercial 

Local family business 
Call 07850 388502 (day)
01234 751542 (evening)

Registered Waste Carrier

Piano & MusicTheory...

Cranfield based teacher with patience and over twenty
years experience has vacancies. All ages, styles of music and grades
welcome. 
For more information please call 01234 751980 or 07946 620506

Home and Garden 

Lionel Richardson

Home Works
All types of Home & Garden

Maintenance work undertaken
Paving & Decking
Bathrooms
Ponds &Water Features
Painting & Decorating
Plumbing

Kitchens
Fences
Tiling
Lawns
Flatpacks

No job too small.
Give me a call.
Tel: 01234 765591
Mob: 07939090799

71 Studley Road
Wootton
Bedford
MK43 9DL

DM Wain

Painter and
Decorator

Tel 01234 765731
07748800180

N R Brightman
Joinery

All types of joinery custom-made to
your specifications 

Bespoke Windows &  Doors 
Architraves, Skirtings, 
Decorative Mouldings 

Trade and Private Enquiries Welcome 
Joinery Workshop - Unit 5, Grisdale
Court, Postley Rd, Woburn Ind Est

Kempston, Bedford MK42 7EE
Tel: 01234 852233  Mob: 07734 431481

T.A.Plastering

Local plastering specialist with over 
30 years experience

All aspects of interior and exterior
plastering undertaken

For quality, honesty and reliability call Tommy
Tel: 01234 752481 Mob: 07713 474115

*Free estimates*

.  Both refurb and new work

.  Artex to flat plaster

.  Rendering and pebbledashing

.  Coving and arches

.  Repairs, including insurance work

Carpentry         

Roof Space Loft Conversions 

Convert your wasted space into an extra living room 

Our estimates are free and our prices are very competitive 

Friendly reliable service from planning to completion   

Give us a call 

Contact 01234 751730    Mobile: 07866 583485 

Sealed Units Handles, 
Locks & Hinges

Replaced or repaired on 
doors & windows

Conservatories Refurbished
No job too small. 
Please call Mick.  

We will fix it.
Tel: 01234 341198      Mob: 0797 1133116
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
All aspects of electrical work undertaken and
carried out to current regulations standards

Installations Breakdowns
No Job too small
No call out charge

Free estimates
‘Part P’ Approved

Tel: 01234 750335
Mobile: 07836 266708

HOME H ELP

Mrs Christine Swain 
Tel : 01234 750731 or 07930 931821 

Assistance with household duties, 
Shopping collected or accompanied 

trips.  Trained domiciliary carer. Light 
Gardening, ironing, companionship for 

Elderly, sick or disabled. 
Please phone if I can help. 

Home Help                    

J D BUILDING & GROUNDWORK

TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
UK TRADES CONFEDERATION

MEMBER
General Building & Groundwork

New build, extensions, alterations,
garage conversions, footings,

foundations, drainage, repair and
maintenance, 

re-pointing, patios, paths, garden
walls

01234 751486 & 07725 464523

Fencing & Borders

General Maintenance

Hedge & Grass Cutting

Tel: 01234 750374

Kerb Appeal

Contract Work

Pressure washing

Mob: 07913 457682

SEAN’S OUTSIDE SERVICES

PROPERTY SERVICES

Shed Erection & Demolition
Tidying & Painting

House, Garage& Garden Clearance
Fully Licensed & Insured

www.seanservices.co.uk
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Executive Hire

Executive Hire

Child minding                    

For Sale                                  Make n Bake                            Job Vacancy
Well-rotted horse manure... £1 per
bag.  Free local delivery for 5 or more
bags ... l93 High Street, Cranfield.
Tel. 01234 750l6l
3 seater and 2 seater Brown
Leather sofas- only one year old
£500 ono  Ladies Emporio Armani
watch - 3 years old - good condition
and still with all its certificates. £100
ono    Tel 01234 750561

‘For Sale’ Adverts
Items cost £1 per 20 words 

Tel: 07739872956

Or email:

adverts@cranfieldexpress.co.uk

PCFIXERS
Bugged by a bug? - Computer broke?

Foxed by email? - Internet slow?
Computer repairs - Hardware or Software - Security - Networks -

Internet - Wireless Installation
Computer and software training in your home or office

Fixed rates - no call-out charge
Paul      07989 417750                                Enzo       07815 895424   

Computer Repairs

DOG HOLIDAY CARE
Overnight stays & holiday care 

in our home 
A great alternative to kennels
All walks & food included
Dog walking & Day care
Short & long term stays

Collection available
Established 11 years

Dawn Smith - Lower Shelton, Beds
Tel: 01234 764459 & 07789 585766

Car Repairs

Self Catering                                                                      

IJJ PHOTOGRAPHIC
IMAGE PROCESSORS

PICTURES COPIED, PHOTOGRAPHS RESTORED, ALBUMS DUPLICATED, SLIDES TO PRINTS

PICTURES TO COMPUTER DISPLAY FORMAT OR TO DVD FOR TV VIEWING

PHOTO BASED PRINTS AND PRODUCTS

SEE OUR WEBSITE ijjphotographic.co.uk FOR DETAILS AND EXAMPLES

OR PHONE 01234 752558 OR 07764 222965  K.A.Martin T/A  C.A.R
CENTRAL AUTO REPAIRS  

34A Greenway, 
Campton, 
Nr Shefford, 
Bedfordshire SG17 5BN
Tel:    01462 816 323
Mob:  07816 613 595
Fax:   01462 816 323

Vehicle Management
Services

MOT Testing
Servicing
Recovery
Repairs

Collection & Delivery

Experienced Childminder with
vacancies in Cranfield. Contact Karen
on 01234 752450 

Self Catering Holiday
4 birth Static Caravan at Sundowner Limited, Newport Road, Hemsby

Tel: 01234 750374 Mob: 07913 457682

New childrens
Creative and
Cooking Club

Opening Thursday 22nd April
Cranfield Methodist Church

Any enquiries please 
email: makenbake@live.co.uk

or call 07761 931551 to speak to
Lorna or Natalie

Vacancy
Part time light warehouse worker required, picking and packing Cranfield
area, own transport needed 01234 752436.
Sara Richards ... Unit 1, College Farm, Bourne End, Cranfield, MK43 0AX

Pet Minding                     
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Phone A Plumber
Bathroom Installations and Repair Work Undertaken

General Plumbing Work
Taps, Leaks, Cylinders, Immersion Heaters, Tanks, Burst Pipes Etc 

24 Hour Emergency Service Free Estimate - 
All Work Guaranteed

No Call Out Charge - Call Terry on
01234 752154 or Mob: 07962 357975

TG Reynolds Property Services
We are Cranfield based and can provide reliable, local

tradesmen to carry out all kinds of property maintenance
work - large and small.  This includes: guttering, fascias
and soffits, fencing and decking, painting and decorating.

We can also carry out ‘home handyman’ tasks such as hang-
ing doors, repairing leaks etc. 

Please call for a free no-obligation quote  07914 834644  

North Crawley Baby & Toddler Group
Tuesdays     9:30 am - 11:30 am at the 

INSTITUTE - NORTH CRAWLEY (rear of the village shop) £1.50 per
child & 50p ( Additional Children ) Safe &  Secure, Friendly

Environment, Soft Play Area for Babies, Lots of Fun for your little ones,
Weekly Craft Activities and Refreshments are all included

*** A WARM WELCOME FOR EVERYONE ***
Tel: Nicola - 01234 391984 or Karon - 01234 391141

Aspley Guise Pre-School
Pre-school education for children aged 2+Mornings, afternoons or full day
from 09.15 - 15.15 including lunch clubs (closed Friday afternoon) Purpose-
built premises in rural location with Secure outdoor play area. Enthusiastic
childcare team offering excellent care and education in a fun environment.
Call Gill or Karen on 01908 584219 for more information or visit our

website at www.aspleyguisepreschool.org.uk
Registered charity no 1051424

Home Visit Chir opodist
Carmel B Hannon MSSch MBChA

Covering Cranfield, Newport Pagnell and Olney
For an appointment  please call :

01908  210239 
or  

07941 253465

Member of the British Chiropody and Podiatry Association

Cranberries
Cranfield Parent and Toddler Group.  0-5 year olds

The Scout Hut, Merchant Lane, Cranfield
Fridays 1.00 pm - 3.00 pm (term time)

Come and have fun with crafts and a variety of activities.  
Share a cup of tea and a biscuit and meet new friends.  

£1.50 for the 1st child, 50p each for 2nd and additional children.  
Warm welcome to children, parents, grandparents and carers.

G’s
Decorating

Services

Painting & Decorating
Property Maintenance
Tiling
Flooring

Tel: 01908 672636
Mob: 07773 608990

Email: gatthelodge@gmail.com

Taylor’s Osteopathy
of Wootton

Are you suffering from 
Joint pain, muscular pain, sports injuries, leg and hip pain,

back and neck pain?
Call: 07968150662 

email: jonathanrtaylor@hotmail.com
Only £25 per session 

subsequent visits are 30 mins
Jonathan Taylor Bsc Ost Med,

Registered with the General Osteopathic Council

Photograph courtesy of Kampfner Photography 

ROSELAND BATHROOMS
The Complete Bathroom Solution 

From design through to complete installation 

Quality assured workmanship with a personal friendly service. Customer references 
available on request. Competitive rates and full insurance. 

For a free no obligation quotation contact Steve Innes 
Mobile: 07712238182   Telephone: 01234750942

�x��Plastering & Artexing��
�xJoinery 
�xFloor Tiling 
�x��Wall Tiling
�x Painting & Decorating 

�xBathroom suites supplied 
and fitted 

�xFit only service available 
�xPlumbing
�xElectrics

DO YOU WANT TO STOP POPPING THE PILLS

If you Feel Good you Look Good - If you Look Good you Feel Good

Joy Fisher MRSS BTAA IIHHT - Cranfield (01234 750546)
Please see my website for further details: www.joyfisher.co.uk

Avoid drugs with possible side effects. Complementary therapies
can often safely and successfully treat many health problems such
as sciatica & other back problems, sport injuries, frozen shoulders,
tennis elbows, asthma, headaches and other stress related illness. 

Health
* Shiatsu
* The Bowen Technique
* Reiki
* Emotional Freedom Technique

Beauty
* Indian Head Massage

* Holistic Facials

* Waxing
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Announcement s                                        
Birthday                                  Anniversary

Look who’s 50!!

Paul Rawlins on the 10th April
“Happy 50th Paul” Hope you have a
great time. All my love always from
your “young” wife Lella xxxx
“Happy 50th Birthday to our old Dad”
Enjoy your day! All our love ... Andy,
James, Nick and Mikey xxxx
“Happy 50th Birthday Paul” Have a
great day. All my love from Mum xx

Thank You

In Memoriam

APTI Tae Kwon-do Club
Cranfield APTI Tae Kwon-Do Traditional, Combat and Street

Defence takes place at Cranfield VC Lower School on Thursday
From 6pm-7pm under 12’s and families  

From7pm-8pm over 12’s and adults
for information please contact Jennifer Barnes on 01234 757567

or ...
email: barnes1234@btinternet.com

Treasured memories of a much loved
and missed Dad, Grandad & Great
Grandad, who passed away on 13
December 2001 and a much loved and
treasured Mum, Gran & Great Gran
who left us on 2 April 2005.  The
years pass by but you are always in
our thoughts from Malvin, Margaret,
Peggy, Robin, Grand Children &
Great Grand Children.

Ar thur and Phyllis Garner

Brian and Ir ene Wells

Florence Annie Clark

We would like the thank everyone
who came to John’s 60th birthday
bash. A big thank you to our children
and to Perry, Judy and their wonder-
ful staff who provided an excellent
meal.

To a special mum and dad. Happy
50th wedding anniversary on 26th
March. Lots of love always... Elaine,
Kenny and Mark xxx
To our lovely nanny and grandad.
happy 50th wedding anniversary. Lots
of hugs - Christopher and Kimberley xx

Roy and Pearl Pointon

Roy on 14th April 2002  
Pearl on 11th April 2001

Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
We speak your names with love and
pride
We smile with tears we try to hide
You know we could never forget you
both
We wouldn’t even try
We miss you both more than ever as
the days go by.
With love from Linda, Jean, Gary,
Alison, Alec and their families

I would like to thank all family,
friends and neighbours for their kind
messages, cards and the gifts I
received during and after my recent
operation at Papworth Hospital. I was
so overwhelmed and I can’t wait to
be up and about so I can thank you all
personally.

Sandra Salisbury

Violet Ellis

Happy 65th Birthday Mum on the
19th April from your lovely daughter
Diane xxx
Happy 65th Birthday Mum. Have a
lovely day. Love you always ... Gary
and Amanda xxxxx
Happy 65th Birthday Nan and Great
Nan. Lots of love from Ricky, Lee,
Roxanne and Tayla xxxxx

Anthony John Ellis
Eight years have passed since you
were here. But not a day goes by
when we don’t think of you. Miss you
now and always ...Your loving family xx

Fred Clark and family would like to
thank all friends and neighbours for
their kind offers of help and support,
cards and donations for Cygnet Wing,
Bedford Hospital following the death
of his dear wife 

John and Jean Seamark

Cranfield United FC (contined from page 24) 

centre circle. Needless to say it was
the same for both sides throughout
but Cranfield were always best able
to cope with the conditions and were
certainly the predominant side. 
A wild and unnecessary two footed
tackle in the middle pitch saw Leuan
Riley receive a red card in the 28th
minute but this did not appear to
change the balance of play. Both
Damien McGlue for Cranfield and
Albert de Mattos for Sport London
had opportunities to open the scoring
before half time - the latter being
foiled by the bounce of the ball which
favoured keeper Tony O'Neill diving
at his feet.
Early in the second half Ellis Lloyd,
breaking down the left, fired over the
bar but it was left to Sport London's
Albert de Santos to open the scoring
in the 51st minute. Ben Brill
equalised in the 59th minute when
Fernando Seidi mishandled a free
kick. In the 66th minute the home

side miraculously survived a goal-
mouth melee following a close range
free kick and Cranfield's 10 men took
control of the game. In the 80th
minute when it appeared to be only a
matter of time before they wrapped
up the points the pitch took control
when an awkward bounce wrong
footed Neil Mangan and the subse-
quent cross set Dominguez Ferreira
to drive the ball into the net. There
then followed in quick succession of
three similar incidents that set up De
Santos 83rd min, Bruno de Freitas
85th min and Ferreira again in the
90th min as the beneficiaries in the
ensuing chaos.      
Team: - T.O'Neill, M.Risby, E.Lloyd,
S.Folland, I.Riley, G.Hutchinson,
B.Brill (74th min. N.Phillips),
D.McGlue, D.Bland, L.Draper,
R.Stimpson (68th min. N.Mangan). 

Reports by Larry Corkery



Kings Langley 2  
Cranfield United 0
Thursday 4th March

Another promising performance for
Pat Booden’s young Cranfield side
in a game they did not deserve to lose.
Unfortunately they were once again
punished for two lapses in concen-
tration in the first half.
The home side had the slight edge
throughout in the first half but it was
Cranfield who came close to taking
an early lead in the 12th minute when
Dean Bland saw his powerful shot
from outside the penalty area strike
the post and rebound to the safety of
a defenders boot. 
Just when they seemingly were cop-
ing confidently with the home attack
they made the two crucial errors that
cost them the game. In the 20th
minute they failed to react quickly
enough to a free kick conceded just
outside the penalty area and
Craig Preston was left free to drive
ball past keeper Tony O'Neill. Two
minutes later they were again slow to
react to a corner taken from the left
and Craig Preston again found space
to head the ball home unchallenged
at the back post.
After the interval Cranfield took con-
trol of midfield and the game but

were unable to break the home
defence. Ellis Spence should have
done better in the 68th minute when
he fired just wide of the post, and Lee
Draper lacked composure in the 75th
minute when he squandered another
chance by firing wildly over the bar. 
Unfortunately they were unable to
take advantage of their midfield supe-
riority and finished the game goal-
less.
Team: - T.O'Neill, M.Risby, E.Lloyd,
S.Folland, I.Riley, G.Hutchinson,
R.Stimpson (45th min. L.Draper),
E.Spence, D.Bland, B.Brill, A.Cleere
(70th min. C.Proctor).   

Sport London 5 
Cranfield United 1
Saturday 6th March

This was a game Cranfield could not
afford to lose, nevertheless they did
and those who were there will still be
asking themselves how on earth they
did. 
Played on a pitch that resembled a
ploughed field the outcome was
always going to be a lottery and this
was evident from the kick off when
the ball bobbled twice to elude two
players' boots before it even left the

Continued on page 23 ...
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WARD’S WELDING &
FABRICA TIONS LTD
Fabricators in Mild Steel,

Aluminium & Stainless Steel,
Galvanised or Painted

TEL 01908 586505
FAX 01908 587505 

EMAIL sales@wardswelding.com

Cranfield Express is a Limited Company

SPORT

Cranfield Express

Tae Kwon-do      
Are you 5 – 65?  Do you want to get fit or fitter, lose weight, become

more flexible, enjoy comradeship, learn to defend yourself?  
If you have said yes to any of these then Tae Kwon – do is for you. 

Structured classes, fully qualified and police checked
instructors. 

Train at own pace. No pressure. 
Suitable for anyone.

Classes locally. Family rates available.
www.tkdmartialarts.co.uk

Dave Rawle on 01234 750716   mobile 07860831729

General Property Maintenance & Home Improvements

The Look 
Painting & Decorating / UPVC Windows/Facias-Sofits
Carpentry/Flat Pack / Block Paving/Ground Work

Landscaping/General Gardening / Fencing/Decking
Call Paula or Paul:-

01234 765642,  07887 852489 or 07871 228860

Cranfield Tae Kwon do Club

The Black Belt grading is fast approaching and we have four students going
for it hoping to achieve the ultimate goal and join the elite band of black belts
we already have.
We also have a coloured belt grading coming up at the end of the month and
will probably have around thirty or so students going for their respective grad-
ing. We have several new people who will going for their first grading and
we wish all belts best of luck. 
Thanks to Sophie and Alice for helping with our recent demo's and talks at
Holywell School. We have one more to do and then hope to start an after
school club shortly. 
We will be soon starting a new school at Wooton primarily aimed at the school. 
The English championship takes place at Telford in Shropshire on the 28th
and Chris Hawkins will be representing Cranfield at these championships and
will be hoping to emulate his past successes. The World championships also
takes place this year also at Telford and again Chris will be flying the flag
for both Cranfield and for England. Good luck in both of these competitions.  
We are always looking for new blood at our clubs.  Tae-Kwon-do is not all
about competitions and sparring but encompasses many other aspects includ-
ing fitness, flexibility, confidence building, self defence and comradeship.
We have students of all age, size and ability.  We encourage people from all
areas and you will train at a level that suits you. We have many families who
practice together and find that this helps both in training and practice but also
encourages bonding and is something they can do together. 
We have many fully qualified, police checked and insured instructors all of
which are keen to help and encourage you. 
If anyone would like to know more about our martial art and how to become
involved then please give me a call or just turn up on one of our many train-
ing nights where you will be given a warm welcome and an insight to what it
is about.  The first lesson is free and you will be under no obligation so you have
nothing to lose and everything to gain.  Make that decision and come along or
ring me
DAVID RAWLE 01234 750716  mob. 07860831729 / 07752307625  
e-mail   david.rawle@btinternet.com                                                          www.tkdmartialarts.co.uk Email Address: Bookings@eezycabs.co.uk

Website: www.eezycabs.co.uk

Cranfield United Football Club 


