
Cranfield Colts Calendar of Events
Sat 1st and Sun 2nd May 2010  ... Spring Tournament

“Come along and see Cranfield’s footballing youth in action”
Fri 2nd July  ... AGM, 
Friday 4th June U6 - U11
Sat 19th June 12 - U16Presentation Evenings
Fri 25th June ... Colts Player Registration Evening
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The views expressed in this publication 
are not necessarily those of the publish-
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Advertising Policy
Cranfield Express does not guar-
antee or recommend any products
advertised in Cranfield Express. We
accept, in good faith, all advertise-
ments that conform to our advertis-
ing policy that products and services
are appropriate to the village envi-
ronment.
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SAMARITANS
0845 90 90 90

Samaritans is available 24
hours a day to provide confi -
dential emotional support for
people who are experiencing
feelings of distress or
despair, including those
which may lead to suicide 

Home Farm facilities planning Keeping the village in
touch

Cranfield
Express

Tel: 01525 280262
07739872956

and 01234 750716
peter@cranfieldexpress.co.uk

adverts@cranfieldexpress.co.uk 
letters@cranfieldexpress.co.uk

Leave material in ‘the boxes’
at The Uni Costcutter, 

Enoch’s Paper Shop and
Cranfield Newsagents 

Deadline for next issue 
Tuesday 18th May 2010
www.cranfieldexpress.co.uk 

Barton Aerials
Aerial and Satelite Installations    

TV & VHF/FM Aerials
Digital and Analogue ‘Freesat’

FREEVIEW + SKY SPECIALIST    
Tel: 01234 767609                     Mob: 07910 996516

Email:barton.aerials@virgin.net 

Local Family Business

Reg No: 18264666

Planning has started for the commu-
nity building on Home Farm as
Persimmon moves towards a detailed
application (“reserved matters”) for
the first phase of the development.

At last month's Parish Council
Planning Committee, Martin Wright,
representing Persimmon said that
planning permission for the commu-
nity building should be in place by
September in order to comply with
the “Section 106 agreement”  (which
defines the benefits to the commu-
nity which Persimmon provide in
return for permission to build). The
Company expects to submit its
“reserved matters” application for the
first phase in the near future.

Persimmon is legally bound to
deliver the community building.  In
addition to this however, cash sums
are included in the 106 agreement for
additional facilities. These are:
library £75,000; pre-school £50,000
and toilet block/changing rooms (for
the lower school playing area)
£120,000. 

Mr Wright stated that Persimmon
is willing to engage with the com-
munity if it wishes to extend the
building to include some or all of
these facilities in the community
building rather than constructing
them on a standalone basis. 

There are potential benefits to the
community if a planning application
for an extended facility is submitted
at the same time as the first phase of
Home Farm.

The Parish Council has now set up
a working party to consider the work-
ability of the building, and the feasi-
bility of adding facilities to the basic
structure.  The working party includes
Jonathan Vowles, representing Acorn
Pre-school; Heather Knocks, Central
Bedfordshire; a Central Bedfordshire
planning officer; Mrs Delise Ball,
chair of the Parish Council; Central
Bedfordshire Councillor Ken
Matthews; Mrs Sue Clark, chair of
the Parish Council Planning
Committee; a Persimmon represen-
tative and a representative from the

library service.
The Home Farm Stakeholder Group

held its second meeting in March. In
addition to discussion on the com-
munity building (see above) it also
looked at the Parish Council consid-
ering the adoption of open spaces, a
possible public exhibition in local
retail premises (subject to agreement),
archaeology and the design of the
Lodge Road exit junction to discour-
age left hand turns.

Paul Rossiter, chair of Cranfield
Lower School Governing Body adds:
“We are keen to work through the
Home Farm Stakeholder Group to
make the most of the opportunities
available to the school, for the bene-
fit of our children, as the result of this
development. As we have limited
space for expansion within our cur-
rent boundaries it is important to us
to take advantage of any facilities
available to us and to ensure the
appropriate use of funds designated
for the school’s benefit.”

Laurence Pollock 
(writing in a personal capacity)

Village Hall Update
Work is starting! You may have noticed that the yew trees have been felled,
There was no preservation order on these trees, They were blocking the sun
from the building, the roots were damaging the drains and eventually we hope
to extend the car park and have vehicle access on that side of the building.
You will soon see the work on the buttresses to support the left hand wall,
while inside steel bars are being installed to ensure the integrity of the trusses
supporting the roof. We are still raisng money for the roof repairs but hope
to have these underway soon. We aim to have the building fully refurbished
before reopening. Thank you for being patient. It will be worth the wait!

Stewartby Amateur
Operatic Society

Stewartby Amateur Operatic Society
is performing a concert on April
30th and May 1st at Stewartby
Village Hall

Home Farm
Development

Keep up to date with the Home
Farm development courtesy of
Gerry O’Mara of Court Road.
Whats happening, when its happen-
ing, how its happening?

www.homefarmcranfield.co.uk
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A. Downes

OOLNEYLNEY MM OBILEOBILE CCARPETSARPETS
Carpets & Vinyls supplied and fitted

32 years fitting experience
Choose in the comfort of your own home. 

All makes: Huge selection. Friendly personal service. 
Free fitting. No shop overheads, so better prices.

Ring Tony on Olney (01234) 713296, Mobile 078 5058 0347.
6 Overhills, Olney, Bucks MK46 5PP

Letters to the Editor 

Cranfield Methodist Chur ch
We are pleased to hire out our church premises for parties, meetings, groups,
sales etc at £6.00 per hour including use of all facilities. 
A warm comfortable venue - ring Jan on 01234 751085 for more info

Cranfield Friendship Club
Meets  every week on Wednesday afternoon 2pm to 4pm at Portland Place.
We play cards and enjoy a Cake and a Cup of Tea.  Once a month we go
out to Lunch at one of the Public Houses in the Village.
Also, during the Summer we go out to Country Parks in a Mini Bus once a
month.  Anyone over sixty is very welcome to come and join us.  For further
information, Ring Madge 01234 750569

PALMERS
Hassett House
PO Box 455,
Hassett Street
Bedford MK40 1WG
Tel: 01234 211161
and at 179 High Street 
Cranfield

Appointments can be
made for evenings or
weekends or in your
own home
“Wills, Probate and
Powers of Attorney
need  not be expensive”

Call Us!

Paul Riddy
Ed, we read about the passing of Paul
Riddy in the April edition. As former
residents of Bliss Ave until migrat-
ing to South Australia in 1969, we
well remember Paul, his sisters Pat
and Denise and his Mum & Dad at
number 12. As we do not know any
other members of his Family we
would appreciate our condolences be
forwarded to same.     

Regards, Margaret & Ian Buckingham, ex.
Nos 14&15 Bliss Ave.   

Message for Eloise
We are delighted hear that you are
finally taking driving lessons and will
one day be eventually able to drive
that lonely car.  Eloise, two years is
a long time for that car to be waiting
but we know you will do it. We also
hear that Yashwin thinks it’s really a
good move as this means you will be
able to leave home a lot later to get
to work nearly on time.
We wish you every success and don’t
forget that after the test you will be
able do what all the girlies do and use
the mirrors for what they should be
used for and throw away those indi-
cators!

The Watchers
Address witheld

10 Years!
Congratulations to Peter Hinson and
all the members of the team who have
managed to keep going through thick
and thin for 10 years last month.
Those ten years have at times been a
struggle, getting copy in on time, get-
ting advertisers to pay up, and all to

give the voices in this village a col-
lective platform from which to air
their views, bang a drum or support
a cause, and there have been many. 
Now a new cause is looming in the
shape of the “Energy from Waste”
facility proposed to be built at
Stewartby.
Imagine all the waste that is currently
being buried in the new hill behind
the village, take it to an incinerator,
burn it, use the heat to generate elec-
tricity, then sell that electricity to the
national grid and use the revenue to
reduce the electricity bills of every-
one in the catchment area. 
At the same time clean the exhaust
gases to a point of zero environmen-
tal impact and recover 95% of all the
metals that are trashed.
Or as one visitor to the consultation
day in Stewartby put it, “We
shouldn’t be burning plastics, we
should clean them, then bury them in
the ground until we know what to do
with them.”
In 2013 the government are going to
triple the landfill tax.
The company proposing what they
call a “Resource Recovery Facility” is
Covanta.
They have a website at www.covan-
taenergy.co.uk.
The project timeline suggests con-
struction could commence by 2011.
There is time to take a considered
view and join the consultative pro-
cess

Peter A Hunter

Le Cercle Français de Bedford
Monday 24 May  Talk: ’The Huguenots’ (Chantal Witchalls)

Contact 01234 317922 or 341515 
www.cerclefrancaisbedford.co.uk 

Future events organised by 
The Friends of St Peters & St Pauls

8th May Pews Top Sale -Bring & Buy and refreshments in the Church. 10
am -12 pm.
15th MayMurder Mystery with the St Nicholas Players include meal. Profits
shared with Leukemia Research.
Look out for more details in Cranfield Express. Also for further details please
call 750787,  751451, 751442.
All proceeds for Church building maintenance and improvement 
Registered Charity 1023935

North Crawley Baby & Toddler Group
Tuesdays     9:30 am - 11:30 am at the 

INSTITUTE - NORTH CRAWLEY (rear of the village shop) £1.50 per
child & 50p ( Additional Children ) Safe &  Secure, Friendly

Environment, Soft Play Area for Babies, Lots of Fun for your little ones,
Weekly Craft Activities and Refreshments are all included

*** A WARM WELCOME FOR EVERYONE ***
Tel: Nicola - 01234 391984 or Karon - 01234 391141

Cranberries
Cranfield Parent and Toddler Group.  0-5 year olds

The Scout Hut, Merchant Lane, Cranfield
Fridays 1.00 pm - 3.00 pm (term time)

Come and have fun with crafts and a variety of activities.  
Share a cup of tea and a biscuit and meet new friends.  

£1.50 for the 1st child, 50p each for 2nd and additional children.  
Warm welcome to children, parents, grandparents and carers.

Bedfordshire Police 
Bedfordshire Police are asking all residents and visitors to Cranfield to not
park with wheels on the pavement.  This can result in a fixed penalty if a vehi-
cle is obstructing the pavement and stopping pedestrians passing.  In the first
instance we will advise with the use of obstruction notices but if the advice is
not heeded and we are unable to find owners we can get the vehicle recov-
ered at the cost of the owner.  This is our current local priority in Cranfield
which has been identified through engagement with members of the public
and the parish council.  
If you have recently had dealings with Bedfordshire Police you may be con-
tacted by an independent company acting on our behalf to check the service
you have received.  If you have any concerns regarding either of these matters
please contact the Cranfield Safer Neighourhood Team on 01234 842614 or
SNT.Cranfield@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

Hands Across Cranfield
07789 701 252

The village care scheme is working well. Volunteers offer lifts where other
transport is unavailable or unsuitable. We will help with shopping and light
DIY. If we can't help we will try to find someone who can! Our monthly
meetings are happy social occasions.(See diary) We go out to lunch once a
month, to local eateries, providing lifts if needed. Please contact Marjorie
750 025 if you would like more details.



Tuesday 11th May Hands Across
Cranfield meeting at Baptist
Church 10-12pm. “You are what
you eat”. Bring recipe ideas to
share.

Tuesday 11th May 7.30pm
Wharley End WI.  Annual
Meeting Our meetings are held
the second Tuesday of every
month at Stafford Cripps,
Cranfield University

Sunday 27th June “Summer
Praise”. A united service of
favourite hymns with "Sounds
Familar" at St Peter & St Paul,
Cranfield 3pm. Refreshments to
follow.

Cranfield WI ProgrammeMeetings
are in Cranfield 3rd Monday in
the month at 8pm. Everybody
welcome to any meeting

Every Tuesday‘Sounds Familiar’
meets 7:30 at Cranfield Baptist
Church, Bedford Road. Four part

harmony choir, SATB, singing-
wide range of mostly sacred
music, but some secular too.
Come along and give it a try

Every Thursday 7.30-9.30pm.
Cyber Café for young people aged
10-16 at Cranfield Baptist Church,
Bedford Road.

Fridays - Cranberries Parent and
Toddler Group. The Scout Hut,
Merchant Lane 1.00 pm - 3..00
pm.  (Term time) £1.50 for the
first child  50p for each additional
children...  All preschoolers and
carers welcome.

Cranfield Bridge Club every
Sunday at the Uni Social Club.
Play starts at 7.15 pm. Contact
Paul Goddard 01234 881409

Cross Keys Farmers Market
Sunday 9th May... Extra stalls
always welcome. Plus Car Boot
Tel: 01234 - 750213 Mondays
Ab~fab Lines, has moved to the
Scout Hut on Monday afternoons
from 1pm to 3pm.  Its a friendly

group of people having a good
time and benefiting from the exer-
cise. Call: Mandy 07817 707340
for more info.

Cranfield Quavers ... Wednesdays
(term time) 10am to 11am in
Cranfield Methodist Church.
Music group for babies, toddlers
and pre school children.
Tel: 01234 757956

Farmers Market held every 3rd
Sunday in the month in Woburn
Village. 

Cranfield Childminders Group
meet at the Methodist Church on
the 1st and 3rd Thursday of
each monthbetween 1.30 and
3.00 pm (Term time only).
Open to Childminders, Nannies,
Grandmas, Grandpas or anyone
who looks after children.       £2.50
Adults and child/children. For
more information telephone
Maureen 01234 750809  
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What’ s on

Ready to move on after separation, divorce or
bereavement?

Why not join a fun loving , mature group.  Social events organized. Every
Thursday  8pm at Cranfield University.  

Have a look at www.simplyforward.co.uk

CRANFIELD CHURCHES

10am Morning Service and Sunday School

Methodist BaptistParish (C of E)

Monday 7.30pmCranfield Crafters (During
School terms
Fortnightly, on Tuesdays at 2pm, The Ladies
Fellowship meet.

Rev  Rachel Larkinson 01234 354329

Mrs Nora Salisbury 750279

8.00am Holy Communion 1st and 3rd and 5th
Sundays
10.30am  Morning Service + Adventurers Class
2nd & 4th - Holy Communion 
3rd Sunday- Family Service

10.00am Prayer
10.45am Praise & Worship Service

Thursday 7.30pm Bellringing Practice Tuesday 7.30pm Sounds familiar Choir
Wednesday 7.45 Home Group
Thursday 7.30-9.30 Cyber Café (ages 10-16)

Sunday

Weekdays

All W elcome

Contacts
Rev Hugh Symes-Thompson 01234 750214           

Andrew Pearson 751358

Steve Lloyd 01234 751495

www.cranfieldbaptist.org

www.cranfieldchurches.org.uk

Prayer Meeting at Cranfield University 
every Thursday 1pm - 2pm

You are very welcome to join us in the University Chapel
Building 33 (back of Social Club)

for a time of worship and prayer to our wonderful God and Father.
This is an opportunity to meet with God and other Christians

during the working day and hear what He has to say to 
us as individuals, and about our work here at the University

and the surrounding area. Please feel free to join us.
For more details contact Dawn Rigby - 01234 751122 x 3840

“I’m looking forward
to election time Peter.
All those party leaders
are so interested in
only the best for the
NHS,   better educa-
tion and more police
on the streets!  
There seems to be
some sort of echo in
politics that I don’t
understand!”

Cranfield University Catholic Community
Mass at Cranfield University Chapel every Sunday evening, at 6pm

Mass at St Mary’s, Woburn Sands every Saturday evening at 6.30pm
and every Sunday morning at 8am and 10.30am

Cranfield University Catholic Community is within the Parish of St

Mary’s, Woburn Sands. Parish Priest, Father Kenneth Bowen  

Tel 01908 583195.

Local Cranfield contact, Richard Hardwick, tel 01234 751302

Summer Praise at
the Parish Church

A united service of favourite hymns
is to be held on Sunday 27th June at
3.30pm at St Peter & St Paul,
Cranfield. Sounds Familiar will be
contributing. Refreshments will fol-
low. Please put the date in you diary
now. If you have a favourite hymn
you would lke to be considered for
inclusion, please contact Marjorie
Cotton 750 025 or email marjorie.cot-
ton@btinternet.com before 13th June.
Put the date in your diaries now!

Aspley Guise Pre-School
Pre-school education for children aged 2+Mornings, afternoons or full day
from 09.15 - 15.15 including lunch clubs (closed Friday afternoon) Purpose-
built premises in rural location with Secure outdoor play area. Enthusiastic
childcare team offering excellent care and education in a fun environment.
Call Gill or Karen on 01908 584219 for more information or visit our

website at www.aspleyguisepreschool.org.uk
Registered charity no 1051424
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Take advantage of massive
discounted prices only available

fr om our Factory Outlet at
12C Oldbridge Way

Shefford 
*30% off website prices with this

advert*

Tel: 01462 811211
Mob: 07789 721112

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday 9am - 4pm

Winter Tales
It has been a long hard winter on Bourne End Road.  Having lived here for
19 years without incident, 3 telegraph poles have been destroyed by motorists
in 6 weeks, wreaking havoc for Bourne End Road residents.
The first incident was on January 11th when a car went off the road and into
the pole.  A similar thing happened on February 11th and then again on
February 21st.  All these incidents happened between 8 and 10 in the morning
and all in icy, snowy conditions.
On the evening before the February 11th incident, a car hit the metal stan-
chions supporting the telegraph pole and the driver drove off leaving oil on the
road with its front end trailing on the road.  Hopefully the driver can live with
the fact that the oil combined with the ice made the conditions worse the fol-
lowing morning when the second accident occurred.
Central Bedfordshire class Bourne End Road as a ‘C’ road and so it is not on
the gritting list.  I was told that until there were 4 fatalities or serious injuries
within a 3-year period, nothing would be done to grit the road.  No consider-
ation seems to have been given to the fact that the road is a strategic route
through the village, as well as being a school bus route.
We really hoped that after 2 accidents, we had had our fair share of winter
drama.  Unfortunately an hour of light snow on the morning of Sunday 21st
February was enough for the third car to hit another new telegraph pole.
On each occasion Bourne End residents have been without power and phone
and internet connection.  EDF have provided good service, however it still
took 12 hours to restore power the first time.  BT’s performance has been
much less impressive – some families were without phone, internet and TV for
more than 2 weeks between incident 2 and 3.
I have been assured by Highways at Central Bedfordshire that health and
safety are coming out to assess the signage on the bend and to carry out a skid
resistance test on the road.  We will also be on a list for a salt bin next year, but
there is no guarantee we will get one.
If this winter, the worst for 30 years, is an indication of winters to come, I
urge all Bourne End Road residents to write to the parish and district councillors
and Central Bedfordshire Council to express their concern.
Many people have commented to me, ‘the drivers must have been driving too
fast or not adjusting their driving for the conditions.’  I did not witness any
of the accidents, so I cannot say.  However, I would urge all drivers to take care
in the snow and ice.  Fortunately no one was injured in the three accidents.
We do not want a repeat of these accidents next winter when we might not
be so lucky.

Gill Stephenson
Bourne End Road

R U
looking for a part-time job 
 with very flexible hours? 

NORTH CRAWLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
We have a vacancy for a Finance Officer.  

We are looking for a person with good bookkeeping a nd excel 
spreadsheet skills, and who can work from home.  

   
The pay starts at £8.83 per hour and the post is 10  hours per month 

  Attendance at monthly Tuesday evening meetings is  essential 

For an application pack, phone 
Pat Nunn (Clerk) on 01767 641281 or 07899801719 

Pennies for the Pennines Fund
The Pennies for the Pennines Fund was set up in memory of Jeanette Nash
who passed away May 19th 2008. There have been numerous fund raising
events including a Treasure Hunt, Quiz Nights, Bar Olympics, Talent
Competitions and a Charity Ball but the main event was the 268 mile Pennine
Way walk, completed in just ten days!
A marathon every day, sleeping in tents and encountering extremes of
weather. This was an amazing achievement, congratulations to Stuart "iron
man" Palmer, Ray "the organiser" Grubb and support man Sparky, the task
was completed.
The fund stands at 6000 and Jeanette would have wished for the money to be
distributed to groups, clubs and societies within the Cranfield area. If you
feel you qualify please email martinnash352@btinternet.com with a brief
explanation of  how the monies will be spent. The funding committee will
consider each request and distribute the funds accordingly.
Huge Thank You to all who have organised, contributed and helped along the
way.

Martin Nash
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The helicopter which is responsible for Bedfordshire & Cambridgeshire, is
capable of delivering highly skilled pre hospital critical care specialists to the
scene of an incident at speeds of up to 172mph, reaching the furthest point in
Bedfordshire in 17 minutes. If the helicopter is then required to airlift the
casualties, the preferred choice of destination is Addenbrookes near Cambridge. 
With operating costs of approximately £3.5m per year, and responsible for
approximately 3.5m people living in the 4 counties in which we serve, the
cost per person is £1 per year.  That's less than 2p per week to keep the air
ambulances flying. We do struggle to raise this money, largely due to people
not knowing the service is provided by a charity. 
The awareness of us raised at events such as The Cross Keys Festival of Beer
can't be measured in pounds and pence, whereas obviously the proceeds of
the raffle can. We depend on the generosity of the organisers, and the sup-
port from everyone who attends. If every person leaves the Festival knowing
that we are a charity, and better still spends £1 on the raffle, we will be highly
delighted. Coupled with a great social
occasion for all, I'm sure we will have a fantastic time. 

Remember: We Need You Today, You May Need Us Tomorrow.

Ten Countries in Ten Days to Help Charity Celebrate Ten Years

Two friends from Bedfordshire are aiming to raise £1,500 for the East Anglian
Air Ambulance (EAAA) by driving a yellow Lotus Exige on an epic drive
through ten European countries, starting on 13 May 2010.  They are com-
pleting the journey in the year that the EAAA celebrates its tenth anniver-
sary.  2010 also happens to be the tenth anniversary of the production of the
Lotus Exige.
The Lotus is owned by Chris Church, an engineer from Cranfield.  He and
co-driver James Hogben, an IT consultant from Bletchley, will cover 3,000
miles during the expedition, taking in famous motoring destinations en route,
including the motoring museums of Ferrari, Porsche and Ducati.  The journey
will also include Le Mans, the Stelvio Pass in Switzerland, described by Top
Gear as 'the greatest driving road in the world' and the Nürburgring motor-
sport complex in Germany.
Chris and James, who met at Holywell Middle School, Cranfield, have become
passionate supporters of the EAAA because of its work helping victims of
road traffic collisions.  They have funded the trip themselves and are
customising the Lotus with the EAAA' s and sponsors' logos, including tyre
manufacturer Yokohama, which has provided a set of tyres for the trip.  They
are seeking further sponsors and have set up a Facebook page '10 in 10 -
East Anglian Air Ambulance',  which features a link to their Justgiving.com
sponsorship page.
They'll travel through France, Italy, Lichtenstein, Austria, Germany,
Luxemburg, Holland, Belgium and UK during the trip and all being well, a wel-
come home party is set for 23 May 2010 at Box End Water Park near Bedford.
They are also planning an auction of goods, including F1 memorabilia later this
year.
Chris commented:  "The car is already attracting lots of attention.  Many peo-
ple glance at it and think it's a racing car before realising that the number 10
is actually the 10th anniversary logo of the EAAA. 
As car lovers, we have huge admiration for the work of the air ambulance
service and can't believe it's funded purely by donations.  Our ten day challenge
is our way of helping to ensure that the service can keep flying."  Paul Airton,
Fundraising Manager for the EAAA in Bedfordshire, added:  "The car looks
amazing even before you see the EAAA logo. Chris and James are really
helping us boost awareness of the charity's work because it really captures
people's attention. They tell me they are constantly asked questions about the
car and there's no such thing as a quick trip down to the shops any more.  We
wish them all the best for the epic drive and look forward to hearing about
their adventures when they get back."
Celebrating its tenth anniversary during 2010, the EAAA operates a 365 day
life-saving service across Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and Suffolk.
It is entirely dependent on fund-raising and contributions from members of
the public as it receives no direct government or National Lottery funding.
It costs £3.5 million per year to keep the charity's two air ambulances flying,
to provide the required ancillary operations and to supply the advanced clin-
ical equipment they carry.  Anglia One serves Norfolk and Suffolk and Anglia
Two serves Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire.  
For more information about the East Anglian Air Ambulance, contact the
charity on 0845 066 9999 or visit its website at www.eaaa.org.uk  

The Air Ambulance
The Cross Keys,  is having a Beer Festival at the end of May and are running
a raffle, the proceeds of which are for the East Anglian Air Ambulance, the
charity which operates the helicopters above Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire,
Norfolk and Suffolk. 
This is obviously fantastic news for us, and we are keen to promote the event,
and support her in any way we can. The air ambulances of England and Wales
are operated by charities. 
The East Anglian Air Ambulance has been responsible for Bedfordshire since
March 2007 when the County became part of the East of England NHS
Ambulance Trust. Operating from its base at RAF Wyton, near Huntingdon.

Cadets Jobbling and Field learn first aid at their training weekend
Over the weekend of 17th and 18th of March, seven cadets from 207
(Cranfield) Sqn travelled to Leighton Buzzard to complete the expedition side
of their basic  training. 
The cadets under took a number of activities such as map and compass work
including route cards.  The cadets also had training on basic first aid and cook-
ing in the field. The weekend concluded with the cadets taking the staff on a
walk in the local area to put all their new skills into practise.
Cadet Jobbling said ' the weekend was fun and I learnt a lot about myself and
the skills I will need to further my time with the ATC.
Flt Lt Paul Weston commanding officer of 207 Sqn said "It's great to see the
cadets enjoying the weekend and despite the weather, took us for a good walk
using all the skills they learnt in the class room, and we did not get lost once"
207 Squadron are now recruiting new cadets from the age of 13 to 18. If you
are interested in becoming a member, please contact the Squadron on 01234
752030 or call in at their Headquarters off Merchants Lane, Cranfield between
the times of 7:30pm and 9:30pm on a Monday or Thursday evening.

Flight Lieutenant Paul Weston RAFVR(T), Officer Commanding, 207 (Cranfield) Sqn

207 (Cranfield) Squadron

Happenings at ‘The Cross Keys’
Beer Festival- “ Remember the last one on the 3rd of May?” 

Starting Friday 28th May - It’s Real Ale  - A large selection of real ales
and ciders will be available throught the weekend.

On the 29th - It’s Saturday Buskers Night - with a fine 
selection of local musicians.

The 30th is Family Day - Live Music (Rock and Blues) performed by
‘Old Play’ - BBQ Food Available including ‘Mad Dog’ Chilli and Curry

with the customary burgers on the go all day.
It’s going to be a great weekend and it’s FREE! so call in and 

collect a program 
Support Your local!

Tel: 01234 750213
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Wharley End
Garage

M.O.T £39.99
Car Wash Service

Cars £6.00

MPV’S & 4X4 & Small Vans £8.00
Monday to Friday Booking Required

Special Golf Promotion
Golf Clubs Only £5.00 Each

Golf Shoes Only £15.00 per pairGolf Club Bag £25.00 each

Dry Cleaning Agents
Wharley End Garage

Wharley End, Cranfield, Beds, MK43 0AW

Tel: 01234 750233
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‘Most women are not so young as they are painted.’ Max Beerbohm (1872-
1956) - A Defence of Cosmetics.
By the time you’ll be sitting down to read this, perhaps most of the Easter
eggs will have been polished off and the post-chocolate guilt may be setting
in. Following Dr Cotton’s interesting article in the March edition of Cranfield
Express, I was quite interested to learn that one of my tenants was quite rig-
orously following the Lent requirements. Given her Catholic background, it
was no surprise to me however it got me thinking about how the notion of
sacrifice behind Lent, has, in this commercialised world been taken over to
mean something else. 
Christmas and Easter are no longer celebrations which are used to help us
review our lives and show appreciation for the lessons behind the celebra-
tion. Instead, each year, we buy bigger and more expensive presents, and feel
guilty for eating so much.
Dr Cotton’s article was particularly poignant as she gently reminded us that the
message behind the festivals of Easter, as well as other festivals (Christmas,
Passover - celebrated at the same time as Easter, by the Jewish Community,
as well as other such major festivals in all religious calendars) is that Love is
the defining quality of being human. Not only Love for others, but also Love
for ourselves as individuals.
In the Catholic Church, Fridays are usually a day of fasting: depending on
your level of orthodoxy, this could be a complete fast through to abstaining
from meat. The various Saint's days also offer similar opportunities for indi-
vidual restriction, and the rules in place are designed to allow people the
chance to spend more time on internal reflection. 
My parents have some Romanian builders in currently doing some work on
their house and although they were happy, in principle, to work seven days a
week, they absolutely refused to do so on Easter Sunday: the importance of the
occasion broached no debate. Before I go further, I should note here that my
parents were horrified at the idea they were happy to work a full week with-
out some kind of break: they negotiated a five and a half day week in the end,
to the displeasure of the builders!
In Judaism, before every Sabbath, the family prepares simple meals that require
no effort to get ready: the Sabbath is literally taken as a day of rest, so that
the maximum amount of time can be spent on reflection of the individual's
relationship with God, and the minimum on the mundane and material activ-
ities. 
In Islam, the month of Ramadan is used as a period of fasting, where between
the hours of sunrise and sunset, no drop of water or crumb of food may be
touched.  The Eid festival at the end of this month of fasting, is almost simi-
lar to Easter, not only in the intensity of welcome to the forbidden items, but
in the more important appreciation, reflection and thankfulness shown to the
source of these requirements to our daily life. A big part of this Eid festival
(there are two Eid’s in the Islamic calendar), is that having had a month of
very regulated eating habits, it will, as well as religious reflection, have
prompted some thought and reflection on the hard work of people who produce
our food, but also to think about homeless, displaced and other less well-off
people: Eid is as much used for giving to charitable causes and helping the
poor, as it is for celebration.
The point I'm trying to reach here is that even if you feel you don’t believe
in God, being able to love other people can only come from being able to love
yourself first. The modern culture and rampant commercialism of today with
its “me-first” and “bling-bling” attitude only serves to highlight that nothing
is ever enough; that you always have to be thinner, richer, have more sex,
have the latest gadgets, sexiest partner or fashionable clothes to be happy:
and yet more and more people than ever are falling prey to loneliness, despair,
depression, or in the worst cases, suicide, self-harm, anorexia or debt, all in the
name of trying to fit in.
This doesn't just affect the most vulnerable in our society, the usual children
and teenagers, or the middle aged trying to hold back the years with ever more
bizarre cosmetic surgery procedures, but impacts on the people who appar-
ently have it all as well: the various celebrities and rich and famous coming out
of the woodwork, experiencing anorexia and/or drug problems reflect how
deep this malaise is at all levels of society.  And if we, as responsible adults
cannot set a good example, it should come as no surprise that children and
teenagers, who use us as their role models are increasingly at the forefront of
experiencing problems. For every mother who expects her children to finish
the food on their plate while she picks at hers or worries about her daughter
growing up too fast even as she herself applies make-up before walking out of
the door, the continuous repetition of such behaviour continually gives the
wrong message to children: it's no surprise that the decline in families sitting
down together for a meal has led to an increase in communication and
behavioural problems in the young.
An anorexic friend of mine was recently dumped by her long-term boyfriend
of ten years, because the girl he fell in love with no longer exists. She is a vir-
tual recluse, afraid to even come out of the house because people stare at her
emaciated frame. I have been spending some time with her recently and we had
an open heart-to-heart: my problem is, at least on the surface, the reverse of
hers: my insecurities goad me on to eating and putting on weight, as well as
hair-pulling (trichotillomania), hers drives her away from food and leads to star-
vation. And yet it is remarkable how similar we both are. We both need to
learn moderation: we both constantly think about food - she in her desire to not
eat (and to carry out extreme forms of exercise when she does eat) and me in
my desire to hide behind the food (and, in turn to pull out my eyelashes once

the guilt sets in). For both of us, the issue is not the food, but the fears behind
the food, the feelings of never being good enough to meet our own, and other
people's views of us. She is trying to empty herself of all feeling; I'm trying to
plug the gaps. 
The importance of festivals such as Lent and Ramadan, the Jewish and Catholic
Sabbath lies not only in their religious context, but in also in teaching us about
self-control, moderation, an appreciation for what we have now in our lives,
and for letting go of envy, material desires, greed and similar negative and
destructive emotions.  We are human, we all have failings, and we need to
learn to accept them as part of ourselves, before trying to overcome them:
failure occurs when we don't understand the root cause of the problem we are
trying to solve.
Religious festivals and people who celebrate these festivals are often laughed
at by people who either don’t believe in God or by people with insecurities of
their own. Often times, they will end up laughing at themselves: religious fol-
lowers are often happier and healthier than their non-religious counterparts,
being less attached to material items, and also in having self-control installed
in them due to “practice”. There is nothing wrong intrinsically with not believ-
ing in God: each person to their own; however, lessons should be learned as
to what can usefully be applied by all of us in our everyday lives. 
An elderly gentleman friend of mine in his seventies, came of age in the
bohemian, anything goes, atmosphere of the Swinging Sixties, yet is as healthy,
trim and fit as a man half his age, and actually even better: he recently beat a
30-year old friend of mine in a marathon - no mean feat considering that said
30-year old is a Royal Marine.  He and his wife recently celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary, and are a devoted couple. He was a child in the post-
World War Two rationing era, doesn’t believe in God, but does believe that
self-restraint leads to a better appreciation of and joy in life: “I enjoy my
chocolate more when I can sit back and relax and share it with my grand-
children - if I was to have it every day, it wouldn't be special anymore.”

Tanya Galliara

Christmas, Lent, Easter and the lost art of moderation

Village Pride - Litter Pick
Saturday 15th May 2010

Cranfield Parish Council is organising its autumn litter pick for Saturday
15 May 2010, starting at 10.00 am and ending at 1.00pm. Although the
Village Hall is closed the pickers are asked to present themselves for duty at
the front entrance of the Hall.   This is an appeal to all village residents to
come forward and help to keep our village neat and tidy.  The Parish Council
is making a particular appeal to those who organise local youth groups and
to the village schools to encourage the younger members of our community
to come and help with this task.  
Further information on this activity contact Alan Morris on 01234 751533 or
via email at a.j.morris@cranfield.ac.uk 



FILS HAIR STOP
Waxing Offer in May

Eyebrow shaping 

Lip and chin

Under arm

Book an appointment with Gabbie for

a colour and blow-dry and with this

voucher receive £5.00 off ...
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Fils Hair Stop
128c High Street 

Cranfield 
01234 752 123

Parent Teachers and Friends Association 
Race Night 

Cran National 
Friday 14th May 

Cranfield Social Club 7-30pm to 12-am 
Bar and Buffet 

Contact Jean 01234751294 For 
Tickets £5-00 Single £9-00 Couple 

8 Sponsored Races at £50-00 Each
Auction of Promise 

Special Raffle of MILLBROOK Driving Experience £5-00 Raffle Ticket 

        So Come Under Starters Orders With us  
                   And You May Be Off To Collect Your winnings       

Cranfield Social Club 7.30 pm to Midnight

Normal price Offer price

£6.50

£6.50

£7.50

£5.00

£5.00

£6.50

“Give something back, support the sac!”
The Cranfield Ladies Fundraisers are pleased to announce the 

next charity event in aid of Prostate & Testicular Cancer 
and the Primrose Unit on 18th September 2010

We had such a wonderful turnout last year raising over £4,000 for Breast
Cancer & The Primrose Unit that we decided to do it again.  This year we
thought we would raise money and awareness of Prostate and Testicular
Cancer as so many people have been touched by this disease be it a relative,
friend or colleague, we all know someone. We would like to beat last year’s
final figure of £4050 and you can help by doing any of the following:

·         Note the date 18th September in your diary
·         Buy a ticket and come along
·         Provide a raffle prize
·         Provide an auction prize
·         Ask about sponsoring part or all of the event
·         Give a donation

If you can help in any way, please contact Sharon, Joe, Sally, Jo, Alyson,
Kate, Helen or Sarah on flynnalfie@aol.comKeep an eye out in the Cranfield
Express for future updates.

Watch this space!!!

Petfood
Delivered to your door

Local service
All major brands,

Wildbird food, small animal food, accessories and bedding
Competitive prices

Contact James on Tel: 07768 347 330 
or email: petsville@tiscali.co.uk
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Central Beds Council Notice ...
New provider for mental health and learning

disability services

Central Bedfordshire Council is welcoming South Essex Partnership University
NHS Foundation Trust (SEPT) as the new provider of mental health and learn-
ing disability services in the Central Bedfordshire area, as it takes over
Bedfordshire and Luton Mental Health and Social Care Partnership NHS
Trust (BLPT) on 1 April 2010.
The move follows a decision by BLPT’s board in January 2009, who wanted
to find an established NHS organisation to help develop local services and
bring the benefits of NHS Foundation Trust (FT) status to the local commu-
nity. 
Councillor Carole Hegley, Central Bedfordshire Council’s Portfolio Holder for
Adult Social Care, said: “We welcome this exciting opportunity to work
closely with Patrick Geoghegan, Chief Executive of SEPT and his team, who
are very committed to improving mental health and learning disability ser-
vices for local people. 
“We have been impressed with the innovation and service development that
has happened over the past few months by BLPT working in partnership with
SEPT and believe through their involvement, they will be better placed to
meet the diverse needs of residents, bringing positive benefits to Bedfordshire
and Luton’s communities." 
The move is the first ever of its kind in the NHS and is the result of a unique
acquisition process. As the new management arrangements will make the
Trust more independent and accountable to the local community, this will
help improve quality of service for local users.  Dr Stephen Dunn, Director of
Strategy at NHS East of England, added: “It benefits local NHS mental health
services in Bedfordshire by providing not only the security, freedoms and
local accountability that come with Foundation Trust status, but also the oppor-
tunity to develop innovation and services.”
Central Bedfordshire Council is committed to supporting the ageing popula-
tion and promoting healthier lifestyles so is keen to work closely together
with local providers and partners to give local patients a better quality ser-
vice. 
Dr Patrick Geoghegan OBE, Chief Executive of SEPT commented: “We are
all really looking forward to implementing new and exciting ideas for our
services across Bedfordshire, Essex and Luton. The staff have an enormous
breadth of skills and experience between them, and together they are enthu-
siastically developing the services we offer our service users and carers.”

Forest Events... May 2010 Cranfield student designing rocket
engine on innovative space plane 

A Cranfield University student is designing a rocket engine for an innovative
autonomous space-exploration plane.
Astronautics and Space Engineering MSc student Lolan Naicker approached
the advanced space transportation and propulsion design company; Reaction
Engines Ltd, to see if he could help contribute to the project as part of his indi-
vidual research project.
Reaction Engines Ltd is designing a space plane called Skylon which could
potentially save the space industry billions of pounds every year. Unlike
current launch vehicles, the Skylon has been designed to take off and land on
a runway just like an aeroplane, and unlike the space shuttle it is fully reusable
and would not need to shed expensive equipment such as an external tank or
solid rocket motors during its ascent. 
The Skylon is a fully autonomous vehicle so it can be controlled remotely
from Earth. It is 10 metres longer than the Airbus A380, the largest passen-
ger airliner in the world and has been designed with the ability to carry a
pilot and passengers if required.  The Skylon has the potential to change the
economics of accessing space, increasing human exploration and space
tourism activities.  Lolan has until September to complete an engine design
that would allow the Skylon to manoeuvre whilst in orbit.  He said: “It has
been overwhelming as I didn’t expect to get such an opportunity when I first
approached the company. This project is quite special because I am now
contributing to one of the most innovative and promising space vehicle
designs around and I get to work with very highly regarded rocket engineers
in the process. An excellent experience overall and I’m honoured to be a
part of it.”
Alan Bond, Director of Reaction Engines Ltd said: “We are delighted to
have Lolan on board contributing to the Skylon configuration revision team.
It is rare we are in a position to offer students projects that are part of the
main design of a real vehicle but always exciting when we can."
Peter Roberts, Astronautics and Space Engineering MSc Course Director
added: "We are very excited about working with Reaction Engines on the pro-
ject, and glad that Lolan can be a part of the development process for Skylon.”

Dawn Chorus Walk Saturday 1st May   4.30am - 7.30am
Our 10th annual celebration of early morning bonkers birdiness
A bird walk in the Millennium Country Park. Join expert Volunteers to discover
birds and other wildlife in the Country Park. Distance depends on where birds
are. Some steep gradients and rough paths. Wear warm, waterproof clothing
and footwear. It's always worth the pain to enjoy the awesome orchestra that
is the dawn chorus and to enjoy this marvelous time of day and year. A great
chance to find out which bird is which.  £8 adult, £5 child (no concessions) -
price includes full English breakfast (vegetarian option available).
This event is very popular and is limited in numbers, so early booking is essen-
tial. Full fee payable on booking at Reception. 
Sunday Stroll 2nd May at 10.30am
A Gentle Sunday Walk. Come and join us in the Country Park for a gentle
walk to hear how the Park was set up and a little about the surrounding area. 
The walk will keep to hard surfaced tracks in the Park which are mostly level
but have short sections of gradient up to 1:9. 
Call 01234 767037 for more details. Cost £1, payable on the day - no need
to book. Meet at reception. Walks last approximately 2 hours.                           
Why not finish the morning off with lunch in our Forest Centre Restaurant? Call
01234 767037 for details. 
Dawn Chorus for Late Risers A bird walk in the Millennium Country Park 
Saturday 15th May   8 - 11am. £3/adult, £2/child (£1 reduction for Forest
Volunteers & Friends) Join expert Volunteer leaders to see the birding high-
lights of spring. By now most of our summer migrants will have arrived in
the  Park; this is a good time to learn who they are, where they are from and
what they are doing here.No experience necessary; bring binoculars if you
can but they are not essential.Wear warm, waterproof clothes. Some steep
gradients .  No set route as we go where the birds take us. Meet at the Forest
Centre main door. Booking essential, but pay the leader on the day.
01234 767037 for details or to book. 
Roots, Shoots, Flowers & Froots
Part 3 - Flowers!
Sunday 16th May  2pm to 4.30pm 
Herbal medicine talk and guided walk, the third of four walks led by Maggie
Haworth, Medical Herbalist. 
Meet in the Forest Centre café for a short introduction to Herbal Medicine -
what to collect when etc and then a 1½ hour walk to collect shoots, then back
to Centre to be shown what to do with them. 
The aim is for people to learn which plants they can use to make herbal
medicines, the right time for harvesting and how to make simple herbal reme-
dies. 
£5 per person  (incl £2.50 donation to the Forest of Marston Vale).  Children
free. Maximum of 20 people so please book early to avoid disappointment. To
book call 01234 767037 or email alexis.pym@marstonvale.org
Conservation Task 
Sunday 23rd May at 10.15am. Post and rail fencing
Join our volunteer team to do something for the environment, get some exer-
cise and have fun. We carry out a variety of practical projects throughout the
Vale. Wear old clothes and bring lunch. Meet at the Forest Centre - finishes
about 4.15pm. 
For further details contact alexis.pym@marstonvale.org or 01234 762614
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The redesign of the Memorial Garden at the Cemetery has now been com-
pleted. The work was done by Frosts and reflects a design specially commis-
sioned by the Parish Council. The work is part of an on-going programme of
development and landscaping. The next phase involves preparing the exten-
sion for use as land for interments as land in the current burial section is used
up. Parishioners should remember that if they have family and friends who
had an association with Cranfield but are buried or have ashes scattered else-
where they can attach a commemorative plaque to the memorial garden
entrance gate, this retaining their connection. 
Contact the clerk Mrs Rose Davy-Hunt 07736 071779, 05601534542 or 
email: cranfieldpc@btconnect.com

A new design ... Two go Abseiling for Charity

Sonia Duthie recently did a charity abseil to raise funds for The Stroke
Association.  
She says “It all started as a bit of a joke at work when a fax came in to us
inviting us to take up the challenge.  My colleagues knew I had a fear of
heights and teased me saying if I did it, they’d sponsor me £50 each!  Well, I
couldn’t pass up on that one so I took the plunge (literally) and finally raised
an impressive £400!  It was exhilarating and I wasn't at all nervous as it hap-
pens and for anyone with nothing better to do with their time, my friend
recorded the whole event which is now on YouTube under Sonia
Spiderwoman.”

Elinor Ashby abseiled down Bedford College Tower on Saturday March 20th
to raise money for The Stroke Association.  Elinor Says ... “It was in memory
of my Uncle and all the other people I know and have worked with who have
suffered a stroke. I raised £529.21 plus gift aid for the cause and thoroughly
enjoyed the challenge.
Thanks to all my sponsors, family, friends and especially Bedford Lions Club
who supported me very generously and also members of Stewartby Amateur
Operatic Society and members of Elizabeth Curtis Riding Centre in Bromham.”
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A couple of issues ago we looked at the development of the water splash at
Cranfield and some of its uses. A dedicated team built up to support these tri-
als, led for the most part by the late Ian Beaty and supported by Bob Nichols
and John Plummer. They made all the preparations including configuring the
rubber strips as required by the aircraft being tested, filled the water troughs
to the correct depth (filled from large former fuel bowsers towed to the site)
and then recorded the tests using still and cine cameras. Communication was
maintained with the tower and the aircrew at all times.
Out of these trials came a new line of research for the College of Aeronautics,
looking at the behaviour of aircraft wheels and tyres on rough, semi-prepared
surfaces. Bear in mind that this was in the seventies, at the height of the Cold
War, when it was felt that any initial Soviet attack would target airfield run-
ways and therefore the RAF’s aircraft might have to operate from rough and
ready airstrips.
The MoD contract allowed Cranfield to convert an old Alvis 6x6 lorry chas-
sis into a test bed for aircraft wheels and tyres. One axle was removed and in
its place a test wheel was mounted on the vehicle centreline. Its height and
load could be adjusted and the assembly was fully instrumented. Its official title
was the Heavy Load Friction Vehicle (HLFV) but it was more popularly
known as ‘The Juggernaut’ (see photo). 

For these trials a 70ft long trench was dug in a disused bit of peritrack and
filled with compacted sand in order to test the wheel on this surface. For
assessing its performance on grass-covered clay part of the airfield was used,
whilst for bare sandy soil the vehicle was taken to a strip prepared at
Waterbeach airfield near Cambridge.
One piece of research in the 80s concerned the introduction of radial tyres
into aircraft, replacing the old crossplies. ‘The Juggernaut’ was used to drive
test tyres up and down the main runway, looking at the tyre temperature vari-
ation with different pressures and loads. Other tests were carried out using
the College’s load test machines and the Impact Centre’s ‘ski’ rig. As a result
of this work the use of radial tyres in aircraft was accepted as being safe.
Some residents may remember the presence of a two-seat Jaguar strike air-
craft in the late 1980s. XX844 arrived on 22 May 1987 and formed part of
an MoD programme to investigate new designs of undercarriage, more suited
to operations from rough surfaces. Two new nose gears were provided and

Mor e Tales of the Water Splash ... and beyond 
each was fitted to the aircraft and subjected to ground vibration trials in Hangar
2. Following the completion of these, tests were then carried out by taxying the
aircraft at various speeds along the runway and peritrack, in some cases delib-
erately running over the 'bumpy' bits.
This in turn led to further work testing Tornado tyres for which a device known
as the Heavy Load Test Trailer (HLTT) was designed and built. This was a 50-
tonne articulated trailer under which aircraft landing gear assemblies could
be mounted and tested. This was then used for a six-year EU-funded research
programme looking at the taxying performance of new design concepts. Trials
for this took place both at Cranfield and at Alconbury, near Huntingdon.
As well as 'the big stuff', this group of engineers also became national leaders
in the art of runway friction measurement. It is mandatory that all airfield run-
ways are periodically checked to ensure that their surfaces are sufficiently
grippy during adverse weather conditions. The Cranfield team helped develop
some of the friction testing devices and techniques and continue to the present
day to perform this valuable service. As well as normal runways, they also
provide this valuable service on many of the North Sea oil and gas rig helicopter
decks. They have even been tasked with carrying out measurements near a
war zone in Europe, but that's another story...

Peter Howarth

Water Ingestion Trials at Cranfield
Peter Howarth's interesting article in the February issue of Cranfield Express
which described the aquaplaning research at Cranfield contained a very brief
paragraph concerning the use of the pond area on the then 04/22 runway at
Cranfield for water ingestion trials.   I have been asked to write a few short para-
graphs expanding on this theme.
As Peter said, the ponds were originally built to investigate the aquaplaning phe-
nomenon, which had become a problem to the military. They were positioned
2000ft from the 22 threshold, leaving about 4000ft of runway beyond the
pond for the test aircraft to brake to a halt or continue to 'go around'.   They con-
tained several flat and level sections, split longitudinally and horizontally
across the runway, which could be separately dammed and flooded for the
trials.   Each section had a different surface finish, e.g. smooth concrete,
brushed concrete, and various depths and pitches of grooves.   Aquaplaning
height sensors could be installed in each pond in the wheel tracks of the air-
craft.   These were initially very crude, ranging from little plasticine walls
whose height was modified by the passage of the wheels, through eventually
to sophisticated electronic gadgets that measured the depth of the water as
the wheel passed overhead.
The move to carrying out ingestion trials on prototype aircraft  was simply
the next step forward.    Ian had the ponds extended to 200ft long to increase
the length of  time that the test aircraft was exposed to the spray, and declared
us open for business.
It must be appreciated that the numbers of prototype aircraft that required
testing were fairly small, so the trials did not take place on a regular basis.
In spite of our experience at Bedford, there was a great deal of improvisation
in the early years until we eventually worked out a reasonably safe method
of performing the ingestion trials.   Typically, Ian's first contact with a customer
would be a telephone call saying that the customer had a new aircraft proto-
type flying and that he had heard that a suitable test area existed at Cranfield
for ingestion tests (which were required before the aircraft could enter pas-
senger service).  A liaison visit would be arranged, and the customer shown the
pond area and facilities at Cranfield.   Accommodation for their test crew
could be organised at Cranfield or in nearby hotels, depending on their bud-
get.
With the trials being so dependent on good weather (we had an absolute max-
imum wind limit of 10 knots, and a crosswind limit of 5 knots so that the
spray plume was not distorted and water did not heap up at one end of the
ponds), Ian spent long periods consulting weather maps and talking to local
weather forecasters at RAE and RAF airfields.  This was before the days when
weather information became a saleable commodity, and of course we had no
internet weather forecasts.  Fingers were licked and held up to the breeze and
bunches of seaweed were consulted before a trial date was set.
The test aircraft and crew would generally arrive on the day before the trials
were due to start.  Depending on the size and origin of the aircraft, up to a
couple of dozen people and huge quantities of spares would arrive.   For a
foreign producer, we would have to arrange customs clearance for it all - this
was before the days of free movement of goods and personnel in the EU.   
Meanwhile, Ian John and I  would be out on the runway on our knees attempt-
ing to insert 200ft long rolls of rubber strip into the grooves on the runway.  This
was not as easy as it sounds.  Because of the long periods between trials, the
grooves had invariably filled with grit from the runway, and those on the 100ft
asphalt section had closed up slightly as the runway surface moved in warm
weather.   This meant yours truly had to push a decrepit old grooving machine
up and down the grooves trying to clean them out without making them any
wider.  We also arranged for light aircraft traffic to continue using the run-
way as we worked, landing over our heads.  It felt as though you could reach
up and touch the undercarriages as they came in.

Continued on page 13 ...Ian Beaty pictured with the Jaguar strike aircraft XX844
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To fill the ponds we used old fuel bowsers.  They took 8 minutes to empty, and
about 40 minutes to fill!   Later, we graduated to using a powerful fire pump
to send water direct from a nearby fire hydrant to the ponds which enabled a
quicker turn-round between tests.  This involved dragging 50ft or so of fire hose
on and off the runway between runs.  At full  stretch, we could manage about
4 runs an hour, but after a couple of hours we were generally too exhausted to
keep up the pace.   Water depth management was a critical task.   Ian used a
calibrated wedge to measure the depth, placing  it inside a ring to give a
smooth water surface.  After the test aircraft had passed through the ponds,
there was a mad scramble on to the runway to rebuild any damage to the walls
which had occurred, to minimise water loss.  
Tests were repeated at various speeds, flap settings, all-up-weights and water
depths until the full range of conditions likely to be encountered by the aircraft

had been covered.   High-speed runs were carried out by landing the aircraft
onto the runway just before the pond and running through, followed by a
take-off or braking to a stop. Coordination with other aircraft and maintain-
ing air traffic safety was carried out by ATC, who did a good job of keeping 

things flowing smoothly.
Each run was videoed, by the customer and/or John.   On a couple of mem-
orable occasions, a helicopter was hired and John hung out the door to film the
test from above - they were his favourite days ever at Cranfield.
Most aircraft managed to get through these tests with no difficulty, though a
few encountered problems.  Those with the engines mounted high up on the
fuselage just in front of the tail seemed to have the most difficulty.  Generally
the solution was to fit nose wheel tyres with a side wall or chine to deflect
the spray away from the fuselage.   On one particular aircraft (which I won't
name for obvious reasons but is probably obsolete by now anyway) the spray
was directed straight into the intakes like a fire hose and resulted in the engines
being put out with two enormous bangs.   At other times various bits of aero-
plane were damaged or broken off by the repeated impact of the spray.  My,
we did have fun.   In later years after Ian fell ill it became my lot to control
these trials, and several other people were dragooned into humping hoses,
dragging reels of rubber and hand-sweeping miles of runway. Including our
illustrious editor, Pete, who was not at the time hampered by that seagull.

Robert Nicholls

Continued from page 12 ...

Measuring the water depth in the ponds
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Make ‘N’ Bake
Thanks for all of you who have been supporting us in our new venture. We have
had great fun participating in the Cranfiled Lower School Bike Ride activities,
Cranberries Toddler Group Easter Party and we have been appearing at the
Xscape during the Easter Holidays.

So, we’ve had a lot of snow?

So, you think we’ve
had a lot of snow
this year? Well this
photograph, loaned
to me by Diana
Lord, shows the
effect of the 1947
winter on Marston
Hill. 
The bottom photo
shows the same hill
in 1963 where you
will notice, unlike
Stagecoach, the
Bedford bus is mak-
ing good progress.

Ed



Baptism 
The Baptism of
Tracy Willin and
Michael Cox took
place at Cranfield
Baptist Church on
Sunday March 14th.
Progress was halted
for a while as buck-
ets of cold water  and
even a hose pipe
were applied to bring
down the tempera-
ture of the Baptism
pool.
While Paul and
Steve got the water
cooled down, Gram
Seed who came from
Middlesbrough gave
a testimony on his
past life to tell how
his life has changed
and how he became
a  Christian. After
the Baptisms had
taken place and the
Service ended there
was tea and coffee which had been brought by Tracy and her guests who
came to see her being Baptised.

Report and photo by David Moyes

A little bit about Gram Seed - courtesy of the internet... 
Gram Seed’s early life took him through football hooliganism, multiple stab-
bings and beatings, alcoholism, heroin, crack cocaine, several jail terms and
a six-day coma!
When he recovered and, with the strength of his new found faith, he estab-
lished the Sowing Seeds Ministries to show those treading the same treach-
erous road an alternative path. His is a story of how one man went from
despair and near death to hope, faith, salvation and redemption.

http://www.sowingseeds.org.uk/factfile/
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What Happens When We 
Become Engaged

The new management buzzword appears to be “Engagement,” and like most
management buzzwords there are many worthy people sitting down to educate
the rest of us about what engagement is.
What is odd though is that while everybody seems very keen to tell us what it
is or how to measure it, nobody appears to know what to do to produce it.
Perhaps the easiest thing to do is to look first at what managers do to their
workforces that prevents their workforce from engaging.
They tell people what to do, they don’t listen to their workforces, they don’t
recognise what they do and they don’t support them.
Bob Nelson, the author of “Keeping Up In A Down Economy” says that he is
convinced that each employee has one $50,000 idea and that it is the job of the
manager to engage the employee to find this idea.
Experience suggests that searching for that one idea worth $50,000 is a very
one dimensional way of looking at the value of engagement.
We have found that the ideas of each employee are worth way more than
$50,000 but finding them is the result of allowing a continuous flow of ideas
from the workforce, not a search for a single big one.
On a drilling rig in the North Sea, which had been operating for 25 years,
there was no record of any ideas having been implemented as a result of input
from the drilling crew.
None at all. In one year the emphasis of management changed from telling
the drilling crews what to do, to asking them what they needed to do their
jobs better. During that year 403 ideas were collected from a workforce of
50 men. That is only eight ideas per man.
The way those ideas were collected and how they were used caused the crew
to engage. 
Of the ideas collected fifty percent were implemented and of those a further
fifty percent, or twenty five percent of the total collected, could be said to
add value to the operation.
The value added of these one hundred ideas for that year was £3,9 Million.
That means the average value of each idea was nearly £40,000. or a value
added of £100,000 for each member of the crew.
The ideas collected that year included some big hitters as Bob Nelson sug-
gested, but in general the value was added by the cumulative effect of many
small ideas that came from a transformation in the way that the crew felt about
what they did. They had become engaged.
We observed last month that the problems of Toyota were restricted to their
cars built in the West and that the difference between the number of ideas
collected in Japan per employee (167 per annum) was significantly greater
than the number collected from the equivalent worker in the West (1.1 per
annum), and that the answer to their quality problems could lie in the uncol-
lected ideas of the western workforce that western management did not know
how to collect or understand the value of.
Since we wrote that we have been contacted by John Grover, an ex employee
of Ford UK who now runs his own training consultancy. He said in support of
the above,
“In Masaaki Imai's book “Kaisen” he says that Matsushita Electrical (National
Panasonic) won the prize for the most suggestions made by employees in a year 
For around 200,000 employees they made 6.3 million suggestions.  
While at Ford UK I used this statistic on a training course. 
One delegate told me that he had tried to make a suggestion once, about
halfway through the year - he told me that he looked at the numbering in the
HR Suggestions Log and saw that his was suggestion number 12 for that year!
On a site of 2500 employees that equates to 1 suggestion per year for every 200
employees!
If we equate the number of ideas for improvement submitted at the Ford plant
with those of National Panasonic we get a ratio of 6,000:1 in favour of the
Japanese company.
What we are suggesting is that there is a link between the way that people
feel about what they do and the quality of their work. When people are proud
of what they do they become engaged, they actively seek ways to become
better at what they do and this is reflected in the number of suggestions they
submit.
Gathering these suggestions and what is done with them is key to producing
the environment that allows the workforce to engage.
Next month we will try to show how to do this.

Peter A Hunter - Author, “Breaking the Mould” 
www.breakingthemould.co.uk

The Baptism of Tracy 

Cranfield Express
Your  articles and adverts are seen in over 2,000 homes 

locally and across the world at
www.cranfieldexpress.co.uk
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Computer News Letter No 17
I have had a few calls from people worried about a phone call they have
received from (generally) an Asian voice, purporting to be, or strongly sug-
gesting they are, working for Microsoft and saying something along the lines
of “It's been reported to us that your computer is going slow...”  When ques-
tioned they give a valid sounding UK phone number and state they are
Supportonclick.com.
Indeed I have received more than one call myself from this company and
when I replied that 1) I have not reported a computer running slow and 2) I run
an IT support company, the caller rapidly hangs up.
I have also tried to access their web URL and found that BT (my ISP) have
blocked access to the web address. That, alone, tells me that sufficient num-
bers of users have complained about it and/or that BT have decided that there
is an issue with that company’s web.
So what are Supportonclick.com trying to do?  The short answer is to get
money off you.  The long answer I’ll come on to in a minute.
It seems, from what I can gather, that the organisation is banking (literally) on
the fact that very few people consider that their computer is doing anything but
“running slow”, or that they (Supportonclick.com) will speak to a member
of the household (hopefully not the main PC user) who may be duped into
thinking that another member of the household has “logged a call” about it
being slow.
What they want you to do is go to your computer, connect to a web site that
allows them to log on to your PC and then take control of your PC. Then,
under the pretext of checking out your PC for problems, down load a pro-
gram that can do one or more of the following:- a) Damage your PC, b) steal
your data (including things like “On-line banking” connections/passwords)
and/or c) say that you need work on your computer and charge you (on your
credit card) for work that is basically useless. They may even say that the
charge is £50 (odd) and book many thousands to your card.
Now you may think “I've got a good Virus protection so it will save me from
this”. There you are sadly mistaken.  Any anti-virus or even Internet Security
can be overridden/switched off by user action and if they are logged into your
PC, although your anti-virus may warn of an issue, they can disable your
Anti-Virus or click the “over-ride” and down it comes. For example, “we
need to download this monitor program and I need to disable your Anti-virus
while it's being downloaded...”, or simply click the “OK” so fast that you,
the owner, did not notice that this was questioning the validity of such an
action.
Sadly this scam rides on the back of a number of very useful, helpful and
cost saving processes that do log “Help Desks” into your PC and sort out all
sorts of problems. The difference is that these people use unsolicited calls on
the pretext of being a legitimate company and few, if any, legitimate remote

login’s need to download anything.   So what to do?
Firstly, if you get unsolicited or what you believe to be unsolicited calls, sim-
ply ask what the company name is and then say “it’s not convenient at the
moment” as you “can’t get to the computer right now”.  Nine times out of
ten they will not call back. In the meantime check with all other PC users in
the household that a call has not been logged. If a call has been logged, then
arrange a time when the person who logged the call is available.  
Secondly, only if you have logged a call with the company that is calling you
(i.e. they have called back), make sure that you are present at the screen AT
ALL TIMES when they have control of your PC and watch what they are
doing. If it looks like they are downloading  “tools” or “monitoring software”
question them and if they do not give a valid answer or you’re  in doubt, click
the “disconnect” or at worst, turn the PC off.  Doubly so if they want to turn
your Anti-Virus/Internet Security off  FOR WHATEVER REASON.  
Thirdly, maintain an “up-to-date” full Internet Security (Norton/
McAfee/Kaspersky/ Sophos/..) and if in doubt run a “Full System’s scan”. I
have said this before and I make no apologies for repeating it:- an Anti-Virus
is not enough these days.  A Full “Internet Security” package is necessary
for all PC’s that are connected to the internet.
Finally, if someone asks for payment over the phone, be very, Very, VERY
cautious.  
If you have any questions please send them to:
Cranfield_it_page@btconnect.comand they will be answered in future
News Letter pages.
This letter is brought to you by Stephen at OCS (01234) 240875 for all your
computer needs.

Mon to Fri 8.00am - 4.30pm

Sat 9.00am - 4.30pm

Sunday 10.00am - 4.00pm

To see our full menu 
Go to 

www.thecafepacific.co.uk
or call

Tel: 01234 754611

Open 7 days a week
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Value for Money
You will have recently opened your council tax bill to find that, as usual, it has
gone up again this year. The portion allocated to your Parish Council i.e. the
Parish Council precept has also risen this year, the amount depending on your
council tax band; in my case the precept for the period 2010/2011 is £77.64.
Whilst the raise in council tax is not unusual it is unusual for the Parish Council
precept.  The last time the precept was raised was for the period 2004/2005 and
in subsequent years the precept was reduced until the current bill.  In fact, if
you compare the current precept with that imposed for 2004/2005 you will
see that you will pay less this year than you did 6 years ago. In my case the pre-
cept for 2004/2005 was £78.53 which should be compared with my current pay-
ment shown above.  Had the Parish Council kept pace with the annual increases
imposed over the years by initially Bedfordshire County Council and Mid-
Bedfordshire District Council when these operated as separate local authori-
ties and subsequently by Central Bedfordshire after we moved into a unitary
authority I would have found myself confronted with a 2010/2011 precept of
£99.63.
Has this reduction in precept been accompanied by a reduction in services
and Parish Council activities?  The answer is no!  Over these years your Parish
Council has undertaken major developments in the new cemetery on Rectory
Road, maintained the old cemetery at the Parish Church and repaired and re-
installed the parish clock.  New street lights have been installed and a number
of new bus shelters have appeared on our streets. New play equipment has
been introduced into both the Recreation Ground and the Broad Green park,
including new adult exercise equipment.  You may also have noticed the youth
shelter in the Recreation Ground which was decorated by a professional graf-
fiti artist ably assisted by youth from the village. Each year the Parish Council
pays for the grass in the public areas to be cut on a regular basis and undertakes
other activities to enhance the appearance of the village. The Parish Council
is a source of cash grants to support a range of youth, sport and educational
activities in the village.  This year a number of major grant applications were
placed before the Parish Council to assist the Village Hall Committee to make
the expensive but necessary modifications and developments required before
the Village Hall can be re-opened.
This long list is not a complete inventory of what the Parish Council does
with your precept.  I hope you agree that doing all these tasks whilst reducing
the money demanded from the village represents genuine value for money.

Alan Morris
Cranfield Parish Councillor

ADVANCE NOTICE
Holiday Club : Summer of 2010

This year it’s 

‘JUNGLE JAMBOREE’
To be held at

Cranfield Baptist Church
10am to 11.55am - each day

From: Monday 2nd August to Friday 6th August

For School ages
From: Reception Year to Year 6

Free Admission

Loads of Fun
Singing - Daily Challenges - Group Activities - Drama

and much more

More details will follow!

Acorn Pre School Social Café
Everyone is welcome!

Why not come with family and friends to the
Methodist Church on Saturday 29th May, from
11-2pm and enjoy some home cooked food?
There will also be the opportunity to buy cakes
and other items from our table top sale.

All money taken will go towards the running
of Acorn Pre School, so please come along and

support us, as we are hoping this will be a monthly event!  
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This slogan popped up on the TV screen several times over the past week. It
has an official looking crown over it so I am not sure whether it is a govern-
ment message relating to the global financial crisis or the volcanic ash cloud
which has caused chaos to travellers and to the aircraft industry.
I can’t work up any enthusiasm for the election, so, instead, would like to
consider the implications of this catch phrase and to reflect on its meaning in
our lives.
As I write this, the vapour trails are again appearing across the sky, but what
a week of uncertainty we have had. It is a salutary reminder of the devastat-
ing power of nature that a volcano can erupt with such ferocity and unpre-
dictability.  I can't remember anything like this happening before. In fact the
last time this volcano, and its neighbour, erupted in Iceland, it was before the
days of jet travel, so this is unprecedented. 
Jets apparently cannot fly at low altitude as they use too much fuel and would
not reach their destinations. The stark warnings of planes falling from the sky
were enough to convince the authorities that this had to be taken seriously. It
was good to learn that a reconnaissance plane from Cranfield was adding to the
research and data which helped to inform decisions about when to resume
flying.  There are observations to be made, if not lessons to be learnt. Everyone
had their own tale to relate. Someone I met commented that some coach drivers
in Spain had given their time freely over the previous weekend to bus peo-
ple to ferry ports. For every tale of selflessness there was a story of those
exploiting the situation and charging  exorbitant prices for car hire, especially
chauffer driven. It was good that the Royal Navy were able to rescue soldiers
on their way back from Afghanistan, and take a couple of hundred fortunate
extra passengers from Santander. It was sad to see the disappointment on the
faces of those left behind. It was frustrating to learn that Dan Snow's attempts
to ferry people across the Channel, Dunkirk style, were largely thwarted by the
French police.
What we have perhaps learnt is that, even in our high tech world, we can be
taken by surprise. We can also be disappointed that our government seemed
unable to come up with a rescue plan and our politicians seemed too busy
kissing babies to be concerned about the thousands stranded far from home,
many with little or no money and few possessions.  I suppose it gets things
into perspective. We don’t actually need that much to survive.
I would like to reflect on our own lives and how we cope when personal vol-
canoes erupt and throw our lives into confusion. How can we “stay calm and
keep going”?
Psychologists would suggest that we have inbuilt coping skills that some-
times surprise us. Whether we have lost a loved one, lost a job, been diag-
nosed with a serious illness or whatever has been thrown at us, somehow we
find the inner strength to cope, albeit on a day by day basis. Family and friends
rally round and we realise who our true friends are. We get by. We make the
best of the circumstances. There are occasions when it is natural to feel sad,
disillusioned, frustrated and even angry. We get by more effectively if we
can channel whatever energy we have into positive feelings rather than neg-
ative ones.
For those of us with a Christian faith, we can still feel that our calm is dis-
turbed and we may need God’s help to recapture it.  The disciples didn’t expe-
rience a volcano, but they were exposed to a storm. Matthew tells us (Matt
8:23-27) that Jesus and the disciples were sailing across the Sea of Galilee
when a storm blew up. We are told that “a gale arose on the lake, so great that
the boat was swamped by the waves.”
The disciples were even more perturbed as Jesus was asleep and seemed

Autumn
Blossom
Florist

All aspects of Floristry catered for including
Made to order bouquets

Wedding and Event flowers
Funeral and Sympathy designs

Gifts available including a wide selection of vases
from £2.30, teddy bears and chocolates.

Open Monday to Saturday 9.30pm till 5.30pm

Tel: 01234 757878
7 Mill Road, Cranfield, Beds. MK43 0JG

autumnblossomflorists@hotmail.com

Just a phone call away
for all your floral needs.

I’m always happy to
help and a warm 

welcome awaits you

Ellie Bell

unaware of the impending disaster. They woke Him up saying “Lord save us!
We are perishing!” Jesus replied, “Why are you afraid, you of little faith?”
He got up and commanded the wind and the sea to be calm. The disciples
were understandably amazed by the dead calm which followed and said,
"What sort of man is this that even the winds and the sea obey him?"
The key words are, “Why are you afraid, you of little faith?” Fear is at the
root of our lack of calm, at the seat of all our anxiety. We fear loss and change.
We fear pain, physical and emotional.  There are so many fears that run deep,
often having their origins in our forgotten childhoods. It is not easy to combat
these and to hold onto a deep inner calm. Faith can move mountains and can
help to dispel fears. Faith gives us hope and a purpose.
I remember being impressed by the words of Carl Jung the psychoanalyst.
When asked whether he believed there was a God, he replied that he didn't
believe there was a God; he knew that there was a God.
Even for those who believe, our faith can be so fragile that fears and doubts
creep in and the calm is broken.
There are some lovely words of encouragement in God Calling, the little book
of Spiritual Guidance by Two Listeners. “What have you to fear? Has He not
cared for and protected you? Hope on. Hope gladly. Hope with certainty. Be
calm, calm in my Power.”  
Jesus spoke these words to His disciples at the Last Supper (John 14:1), “Do
not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.”  So, belief
in a Higher Power can help to relieve us of our anxiety, to keep calm and
carry on, when we realise that we are cared for, guarded and guided. When the
world, and its problems, seems so much with us, perhaps we can only echo the
words of the father of the epileptic boy (Mark 9:24) “Lord I believe; help thou
mine unbelief”
For all of us, whether we have a faith or not, we can help ourselves and those
around us by keeping calm and carrying on, or in the words of Sir Winston
Churchill, KBO! (Ask the Rector if you don't know what this stands for!!)

Marjorie Cotton

Emmaus Road
"Stay with us Lord, the evening draweth nigh;
The day is past and now we are afraid.
We see the shadows in the darkening sky
And cannot face the night without your aid.

Stay with us Lord. We would not be alone;
Dispel the darkness as we come to pray.
As it is always light around your throne,
Light us with your everlasting day.

Stay with us Lord, because we need you near
Though well we know it's only we who stray
And that is when we have just cause to fear -
So keep us in your presence, every day.

Stay with us Lord, so when it is our turn
To walk th' Emmaus road, then may we find
You never left our side; thus shall we learn
'T¹was only in our sorrow we were blind.

Let nothing come between ourselves and thee;
Stay with us Lord, we ask it yet again,
Until that day when we your face will see
And stay with you forever more. Amen.

Luke 24 v.29

Rebecca Cook
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M & R Accountancy Limited
Accountancy & Taxation Services

Self Assessment
VAT & Payroll
Book-Keeping

14 Fosters Lane
Bradwell
Milton Keynes       
MK13 9HD                        Tel: 01908 319512           Mob: 07743 194482

Lyn Davis A.I.C.B

Self Assessment Tax Returns

Bookkeeping

VAT and Payroll

Telephone: 01234 751460

E-mail: lyn-davis@btconnect.com
4 Lodge Road, Cranfield, Beds. MK43 0BG

Professional Reliable Service
Regulated by the ICB

Practice No
8269

Bob FrBob Fry Photographyy Photography
Building 41
University Campus
Cranfield
Bedfordshire
MK43 0AL

Tel : 01234 754093
Fax : 01234 754089

E-mail : bob.fry@dial.pipex.com 
www.bobfryphotography.com

Normal opening hours are 8am to 5pm Monday to
Friday. Commissions out side of these hours, day or
night, can be undertaken. Photography of small subject
matter including passport photos can be done in my
own studio, all other work will be carried out at
clients premises or as directed... 
Advice and consultation readily given.

This Space could sell your services
for £20 per edition

peter@cranfieldexpress.co.uk
01525 280262
07739872956

It’ll probably go to answering service but we’ll call
you back

A better way of Learning

Nick 
Saunders

07974586133

New Minis
Top Tuition 
Top Value
Top Fun!

A Cranfield based D.O.T. Qualified Driving Instructor - CRBApproved      
Become an Instructor with ClickDrive

ClickDr ive

Home Visit Chir opodist
Carmel B Hannon MSSch MBChA

Covering Cranfield, Newport Pagnell and Olney
For an appointment  please call :

01908  210239 
or  

07941 253465

Member of the British Chiropody and Podiatry Association

Taylor’s Osteopathy
of Wootton

Are you suffering from 
Joint pain, muscular pain, sports injuries, leg and hip pain,

back and neck pain?
Call: 07968150662 

email: jonathanrtaylor@hotmail.com
Only £25 per session 

www.taylorsosteopathy.co.uk
Jonathan Taylor Bsc Ost Med,

Registered with the General Osteopathic Council

Photograph courtesy of Kampfner Photography 

IJJ PHOTOGRAPHIC
IMAGE PROCESSORS

PICTURES COPIED, PHOTOGRAPHS RESTORED, ALBUMS DUPLICATED, SLIDES TO PRINTS

PICTURES TO COMPUTER DISPLAY FORMAT OR TO DVD FOR TV VIEWING

PHOTO BASED PRINTS AND PRODUCTS

SEE OUR WEBSITE ijjphotographic.co.uk FOR DETAILS AND EXAMPLES

OR PHONE 01234 752558 OR 07764 222965

Breaking News ...
“Oh dear what can the matter be, Dr Lichfield’s locked in the lavatory”so the
song now goes - and he would have still been there until the girls arrived the
next morning if it hadn’t been for the heroic actions newsagent Glenn Enoch
who says ...
“Diane and me were just packing up for the day and the phone rang. It was Pete
the dentist and after we chatted for a few minutes he said that he was locked
in the toilet and could I come over and get him out.  I ran across the road and
you can imagine how steep those steps seem to be when you are laughing so
much. I got to the top and stood by the door and, in between the muffled sobs
coming through the key hole, we set about a plan of action. First he passed
his credit card under the door to try the old trick that always works on the tv.
After several goes - and they finally refused to let me use the credit card to
buy some beer in the Co-op - I decided I would have to use my super power
and break down the door... I called out to say what I was going to do and for
Pete to stand clear. Moments later the door was open and Pete was grappling
his credit card from my wallet where I had put it for safe keeping.
I told him to sit down for a while and I handed him a fresh glass mouth rinse. 
He was fine, though looking a little flushed from the experience, and on his
insistence I promised never to tell a soul about what happened... Saved by
the skin of his teeth - tee hee!
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Music

Kitchens

Man With Van
Light Removals

Tel: 01234 750197 

or  07869 144327

House and Garden Clearance

Be it a floor, maybe a wall. 
No job too big, No task too small

Estimates given totally free

Call: 750 703 (Cranfield)
Or Mobile:

07789 47 29 25

N GLI IT

Cobblers 

F & D KITCHENS
& BATHROOMS

25 Hollies Walk, Wootton
NEW KITCHEN OR BATHROOM?

Let us plan, Supply and Fit or, Fit only 
Plumbing, Tiling, Carpentry

Worktops cut and fitting service
Sinks, Hobs,  Ovens supplied 

and fitted
FREE ESTIMATES and 

Concessions for the elderly.
Call Frank - Tel: 01234 767717  

Mob: 0798 680 8506

Plastering                             Painter & Decorator                                                             Joinery                                

Garden & Outside                  Electrical                                                                               Pet Minding

D & G AYRE 
ELECTRICAL Ltd

Domestic & Industrial Electrical Work
CARRIED OUT TO REGULATION

STANDARDS
From Single points to complete rewires.
Testing & Certification when required

Free Estimates: 
On Call Friendly reliable local service 

‘PART P’ APPROVED

Tel: 01234 752263 or 07971 438699 

Ian Cowley
Carpentry & Building

Contractor
Conservatories, Windows,

Fencing, Patios, Renovation
& Maintenance Work

No Job Too Small
Tel: 01234 750430
Mob: 07791281262

Language/Teaching

Building & Maintenance                              

French Tuition
Learn or improve your French
with a fully qualified native
tutor. 
For pleasure or help with exams.
Phone 01234 297088.

Man with Van                               Grab Service

Tiling                                              Loft Conversion         

CRANFIELD HAULAGE
GRAB SERVICE

Rubbish, soil, hardcore taken away
All types of Aggregates supplied,

loose or bagged
Domestic & Commercial 

Local family business 
Call 07850 388502 (day)
01234 751542 (evening)

Registered Waste Carrier

Piano & MusicTheory...

Cranfield based teacher with patience and over twenty
years experience has vacancies. All ages, styles of music and grades
welcome. 
For more information please call 01234 751980 or 07946 620506

Home and Garden 

Lionel Richardson

Home Works
All types of Home & Garden

Maintenance work undertaken
Paving & Decking
Bathrooms
Ponds &Water Features
Painting & Decorating
Plumbing

Kitchens
Fences
Tiling
Lawns
Flatpacks

No job too small.
Give me a call.
Tel: 01234 765591
Mob: 07939090799

71 Studley Road
Wootton
Bedford
MK43 9DL

DM Wain

Painter and
Decorator

Tel 01234 765731
07748800180

N R Brightman
Joinery

All types of joinery custom-made to
your specifications 

Bespoke Windows &  Doors 
Architraves, Skirtings, 
Decorative Mouldings 

Trade and Private Enquiries Welcome 
Joinery Workshop - Unit 5, Grisdale
Court, Postley Rd, Woburn Ind Est

Kempston, Bedford MK42 7EE
Tel: 01234 852233  Mob: 07734 431481

T.A.Plastering

Local plastering specialist with over 
30 years experience

All aspects of interior and exterior
plastering undertaken

For quality, honesty and reliability call Tommy
Tel: 01234 752481 Mob: 07713 474115

*Free estimates*

.  Both refurb and new work

.  Artex to flat plaster

.  Rendering and pebbledashing

.  Coving and arches

.  Repairs, including insurance work

Carpentry         

Roof Space Loft Conversions 

Convert your wasted space into an extra living room 

Our estimates are free and our prices are very competitive 

Friendly reliable service from planning to completion   

Give us a call 

Contact 01234 751730    Mobile: 07866 583485 

DOG HOLIDAY CARE
Overnight stays & holiday care 

in our home 
A great alternative to kennels
All walks & food included
Dog walking & Day care
Short & long term stays

Collection available
Established 11 years

Dawn Smith - Lower Shelton, Beds
Tel: 01234 764459 & 07789 585766
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
All aspects of electrical work undertaken and
carried out to current regulations standards

Installations Breakdowns
No Job too small
No call out charge

Free estimates
‘Part P’ Approved

Tel: 01234 750335
Mobile: 07836 266708

HOME H ELP

Mrs Christine Swain 
Tel : 01234 750731 or 07930 931821 

Assistance with household duties, 
Shopping collected or accompanied 

trips.  Trained domiciliary carer. Light 
Gardening, ironing, companionship for 

Elderly, sick or disabled. 
Please phone if I can help. 

Home Help                    

J D BUILDING & GROUNDWORK

TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
UK TRADES CONFEDERATION

MEMBER
General Building & Groundwork

New build, extensions, alterations,
garage conversions, footings,

foundations, drainage, repair and
maintenance, 

re-pointing, patios, paths, garden
walls

01234 751486 & 07725 464523

Fencing & Borders

General Maintenance

Hedge & Grass Cutting

Tel: 01234 750374

Kerb Appeal

Contract Work

Pressure washing

Mob: 07913 457682

SEAN’S OUTSIDE SERVICES

PROPERTY SERVICES

Shed Erection & Demolition
Tidying & Painting

House, Garage& Garden Clearance
Fully Licensed & Insured

www.seanservices.co.uk



Phone A Plumber
Bathroom Installations and Repair Work Undertaken

General Plumbing Work
Taps, Leaks, Cylinders, Immersion Heaters, Tanks, Burst Pipes Etc 

24 Hour Emergency Service Free Estimate - 
All Work Guaranteed

No Call Out Charge - Call Terry on
01234 752154 or Mob: 07962 357975
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Executive Hire

Child minding                    

For Sale                                  Make n Bake                            
Well-rotted horse manure... £1 per
bag.  Free local delivery for 5 or more
bags ... l93 High Street, Cranfield.
Tel. 01234 750l6l
Pine Bunk Beds with mattresses
VGC £50.00 OVNO Tel: 01234
750015
Lec Fridge with small top freezer,
white, in original packaging, used
twice last summer for a wedding.
Practically new. £50 and CoolZone
fridge with small top freezer, white,
some minor dents and scratches but
ideal for garage or utility spare. £15
Tel. 01234 752399

‘For Sale’ Adverts
Items cost £1 per 20 words 

Tel: 07739872956

Or email:

adverts@cranfieldexpress.co.uk

PCFIXERS
Bugged by a bug? - Computer broke?

Foxed by email? - Internet slow?
Computer repairs - Hardware or Software - Security - Networks -

Internet - Wireless Installation
Computer and software training in your home or office

Fixed rates - no call-out charge
Paul      07989 417750                                Enzo       07815 895424   

Computer Repairs

Car Repairs

Self Catering                                                                      

  K.A.Martin T/A  C.A.R
CENTRAL AUTO REPAIRS  

34A Greenway, 
Campton, 
Nr Shefford, 
Bedfordshire SG17 5BN
Tel:    01462 816 323
Mob:  07816 613 595
Fax:   01462 816 323

Vehicle Management
Services

MOT Testing
Servicing
Recovery
Repairs

Collection & Delivery

Experienced Childminder with
vacancies in Cranfield. Contact Karen
on 01234 752450 

Self Catering Holiday
4 birth Static Caravan at Sundowner Limited, Newport Road, Hemsby

Tel: 01234 750374 Mob: 07913 457682

New childrens
Creative and
Cooking Club

Every Thursday
9.30am to 11.00am

email:makenbake@live.co.uk
or call 07761 931551 to speak 

to Natalie or Lorna 

House Exchange
House Exchange required in Cranfield with Aragon Housing Association. I
have a 2 Bedroom House in Lincroft and  require a 3 Bedroom House any-
where in Cranfield. Please contact Mandy on Tel: 01234 751271

G’s
Decorating

Services

Painting & Decorating
Property Maintenance
Tiling
Flooring

Tel: 01908 672636
Mob: 07773 608990

Email: gatthelodge@gmail.com

TG Reynolds Property Services
We are Cranfield based and can provide reliable, local

tradesmen to carry out all kinds of property maintenance
work - large and small.  This includes: guttering, fascias
and soffits, fencing and decking, painting and decorating.

We can also carry out ‘home handyman’ tasks such as hang-
ing doors, repairing leaks etc. 

Please call for a free no-obligation quote  07914 834644  

ROSELAND BATHROOMS
The Complete Bathroom Solution 

From design through to complete installation 

Quality assured workmanship with a personal friendly service. Customer references 
available on request. Competitive rates and full insurance. 

For a free no obligation quotation contact Steve Innes 
Mobile: 07712238182   Telephone: 01234750942

�x��Plastering & Artexing��
�xJoinery 
�xFloor Tiling 
�x��Wall Tiling
�x Painting & Decorating 

�xBathroom suites supplied 
and fitted 

�xFit only service available 
�xPlumbing
�xElectrics
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Announcement s                                                                                                            

Gladys Evelyn Shepherd

Fred Mossford

In Memoriam

Anniversary memories on April 21st
of a dear husband, father and Grandad
who passed away on Good Friday
2000. Remembered always. Your lov-
ing wife and family.

Paul William Riddy

David Brown

Congratulations to Gail and Phil on your 40th Wedding Anniversary. Love
from the Flying Eight Line Dancing Club xx

Happy 84th Birthday Mum and Nan
for 11th May. Lots of love Helen and
Steph xxxxx

happy 18th Birthday to David Brown.
11th May 2010 ...  All the best for the
future. Lots of love from Mum, Nan
and Auntie Della xxx

Roy and Pearl Pointon

Roy on 14th April 2002  
Pearl on 11th April 2009

Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
We speak your names with love and
pride
We smile with tears we try to hide
You know we could never forget you
both
We wouldn’t even try
We miss you both more than ever as
the days go by.
With love from Linda, Jean, Gary,
Alison, Alec and their families

25/07/26 - 20/01/10
We would like to pass on our thanks
to all those who made donations in
memory of my Mum, Olive Dunlop,
who sadly died in January.  Mum
would have been so pleased to know
that we were able to send a cheque
for £251.60 to the Cygnet Wing at
Bedford Hospital.  Many thanks from
all the family.

Olive Dunlop

Ralph Pointon

Happy 70th Birthday Ralph for 30th
May, All my love Viv xxxxx
Dad, Happy 70th Birthday, Hope you
have a great day, Lots of Love,
Caroline, Gerry, Sharon, Dom, Kevin
& Lorna (Sorry we can't be with you
on the day, C & S)
Grandad Ralph, Lots and Lots of
Love for your 70th Birthday, Thomas,
Daniel, Emma, Megan, Chloe &
Jessica xxxxxx

Sue, Paula and family would like to
thank all relatives and friends for their
support and kindness during this time
of sadness and loss. Thank you all
who attended Paul's funeral and for
all the cards and donations for Willen
Hospice.

Joy Mac Manaway

Gail and Phil Parker

Mar y King

Elsie wishes to thank her family for
the excellent way in which they have
looked after her and her home during
her recent spell in hospital. I am most
grateful to you all. 
Thank you also to the many people
who sent cards and good wishes, and
to the Methodist Church for the beau-
tiful flower arrangement. A special
thanks to Pat Ford for all her kindness
to me and to Helga and Tom for their
visits

Mossford

Joy Mac Manaway would like to
thank Phil and Yuvee at The Swan,
Cranfield, for all their hard work and
the beautiful food they laid on for her
90th birthday party on Saturday, 17th
April

Obituary

Thank you

Birthday                                  Anniversary                                                                               Birth

Karen and Mark 
Congratulations to you both ...
Weighing in at 7lb 12oz, Millie, a
beautiful girl was born to Karen Johns
and Mark Scott at 6.31am on the
morning of  22nd April

1918 - 2010
Passed away peacefully in her home,
in her sleep. “The lady in the
wheelchair.” Pushed by John or
James, her two sons.
Always pleased to meet friends old
and new. A treasure and a pleasure to
care for.
Missed until we are reunited in God’s
hands.
James and John
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APTI Tae Kwon-do Club
Cranfield APTI Tae Kwon-Do Traditional, Combat and Street

Defence takes place at Cranfield VC Lower School on Thursday
From 6pm-7pm under 12’s and families  

From7pm-8pm over 12’s and adults
Same times apply  for Monday evenings at Holywell Middle

School
for information please contact Jennifer Barnes on 01234 757567

or ...

email: barnes1234@btinternet.com

Jonny Wilkinson - on army duty at Enoch’s

Greeting customers, with what appears to be a ‘professional scowl’, Jonny
Wilkinson is pictured guarding the Army Benevolant Fund collection - keep-
ing the arm bands safe from any one who thinks they are entitled to one after
they have contributed to this worthy cause.  Actually, he is a softy really and
just loves posing for the camera and having his ear scratched.

Cranfield United FC (contined from page 24) 

on the night for Cranfield were the
excellent battling performances of
Gary Hutchinson and Ellis Spence
who were a class of their own. 
TEAM: - T.O'Neill, M.Risby,
C.Proctor, E.Spence, D.McGlue,
G.Hutchinson, B.Brill (80th min.
L.Bearman), S.Folland, R.Stimpson,
D.King, A.Cleere,     

Amersham Town 0
Cranfield United 0

Saturday 27th March
What a boring game! It was fraught
with errors from start to finish and
neither side gave the impression that
they could have scored if the game
had lasted for another couple of
hours.
A makeshift Cranfield side generally
had the edge for about 75% of the
game but even with the prompting of
veteran Lee Bearman they seldom
threatened to score after pass after
pass went astray. Thankfully the
defence turned in a very solid per-
formance with stand in skipper Ellis
Spence being Cranfield's man of the
match and  fortunately they overcame
their recent tendency to give away a
series of unnecessary free kick's just
outside the penalty area, hence keeper
Tony O'Neill was seldom troubled.
It was not until the 47th minute that
we saw a shot on goal and that came
from the homes sides Fitzroy
Williams who had Tony O'Neill at
full stretch.  It was Ben Brill however
who came closest to scoring when in
the 49th he failed to get any power
into a close range shot which home
keeper Adam Toones had little diffi-
culty in saving.
As time passed both sides passing
deteriorated progressively and it was
awelcome relief when the final whis-
tle eventually came. 
Team: - T.O'Neill, M.Risby, E.Lloyd,
D.McGlue, N.Mangan, E.Spence,
J.O'Grady, J.Green, B.Brill,
L.Bearman, R.Bruno.     

Cranfield United 1
Stony Stratford 1  
Tuesday 6th April

The was a fast and furious game from
start to finish in which Cranfield

should have made sure of all three
points before half time. Once again
they were clearly the better side
throughout but suffered from their
habitual inability to put away their
scoring chances.
After a torrid opening five minutes
when the Visitors had the upper hand
Cranfield dominated the remainder
of the first half. They could have had
a three goal lead before they opened
the scoring in the 20th minute. In the
14th minute Jamie O'Grady fired high
and wide from a Sam Edwards cross
then in the 19th minute with only the
keeper to beat he fired wide across
the face of the goal. Within seconds
Jamie Green also fired wide of the
post.
The goal when it came was a close
range prod by Ben Brill resulting
from a goalmouth melee when the
visitors could not clear their lines after
a corner. The miss of the day how-
ever came at the other end when in
the 34th minute when Ashley
Ferguson failed to level the scores as
he somehow headed over the bar
from six yards out with a goalmouth
in front of him.
Cranfield again were the better side
in the second half with their young
full backs Max Risby and Ellis Lloyd
causing havoc with their overlapping
runs down the flanks. However hard
they pressed they were never able to
engineer the clear cut chance required
to kill off the opposition. Midway
through the half Barry Bellhouse was
upended in the Cranfield penalty area.
Then Ellis Lloyd was pushed in the
back and flattened in the other. On
another day either or both incidents
could have resulted in penalties. In
the 90th minute just as Cranfield
thought they had secured all three
points a lapse of concentration in
defending a corner, let Gary
Ridgeway sneak in
at the back post to head home an
equaliser and steal a point. 
Team: - T.O'Neill, M.Risby, E.Lloyd,
D.McGlue, N.Mangan,
G.Hutchinson, J.O'Grady, T.Green,
E.Spence, S.Edwards, B.Brill.    

Reports by Larry Corkery

Ladies football taking off in
Cranfield

Cranfield Colts Girls have been playing football for a number of years now.
There are currently two girls teams. An Under 14 team playing in the Chiltern
League and an Under 16 team which plays in the Bucks Girls League.
From September 2010 the under 16 team will move up to adult football and
a new Cranfield Ladies Football Team will need to be established and the cur-
rent team are looking for more players so that they can progress.
If you are over 16 and interested in playing football  (you don’t need to have
played before) then why not come along and give it a go.
Matches will be on Sunday mornings and we currently train on Friday nights.
If you are interested and want more information then call Emily or Trevor on
01234 750363
Cranfield Colts Girls Football - Looking for more players
Cranfield Colt’s football club is seeking to run more girl’s football teams
next season - from September. Last year the club ran some very successful
“Come and  Try it” sessions aimed at girls currently in school years 3 to 6
years under 9s under 10s  and under 11s,  however unfortunately it was not
possible to form any teams.
We will once again be running these sessions after Easter holidays on
Thursday evenings with the intention of developing teams that will be able
to play 5 or 7 a side football on Saturday mornings from September. .
If any girls are interested in playing - you do not need to have played before
- or you want more information, then call Emily or Trevor on 01234 750363 

NORTH CRAWLEY BOWLS CLUB
Affiliated to Bowls England & Buckinghamshire Bowls Association

OPEN DAY

SUNDAY 16TH MAY 2010
2.30 to 6.00 pm

We are holding our open day as above when visitors of all ages are wel-
come to come and see and use our facilities, to meet our members and, if
new to the game, try their hand at bowling.  Stop wondering if bowling is for
your and come and try out your skills.   The only requirement is a pair of
flat soled shoes.
Our Club's qualified coach will be on hand to help and separate appoint-
ments can be arranged for other times.
Apart from taking part in a healthy outdoor sport we also have an interesting
social calendar.

New members, of any ability, are most welcome

Please ring Sheila Hart on 01234 750221 or John Clifford on 
01234 391551 for more details.

A special congratulations to Emma, Cathryn, Ross, Kelly, Callum, Jessica,
Lucy, Ellie, Kyle, Sienna, Harrison, Samuel, Lewis, Josh, Elissa, Edward, on
passing there first grading with a very high pass rate  of 74% and to Cameron
for passing his yellow belt.  Well done to you all.  

Jennie Barnes



Tokyngton Manor 3 
Cranfield United 1 

Wednesday 24th March
It was back to their old ways as
Cranfield floundered on a pitch that
would have been better suited to
growing potatoes. Nevertheless it was
the same for both sides and neither
of them could master the unpre-
dictable bounce of the ball. This was
the primary factor in ensuring that all
four goals scored on the night came
from dead ball situations. In the event
neither side proved capable of con-
trolling the ball for long enough in
open play to create any clear cut scor-
ing chances and play was constantly
interrupted by many free kicks for
clumsy challenges as players tried to
cope with the erratic bounce.
Throughout the game play moved

quickly from end to end but all poten-
tially worthwhile attacks petered out
without either side getting a direct
shot at goal. It was Cranfield who
opened the scoring in the 38th min.
through Sam Folland who found the
back of the net with a direct free kick
from the edge of the penalty area.
They then conceded a penalty for a
clumsy tackle in the 42nd min for
Melford Simpson to level the scores
in the 40th when he was first to react
after Tony O'Neill had saved his
penalty. An unnecessarily conceded
free kick in the 75th minute allowed
Melford Simpson to head home in the
75th minute then a failure to clear a
corner in the 86th minute allowed
Michael Williams to secure the points
for the home side. A couple of pluses

Continued on page 23 ...
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WARD’S WELDING &
FABRICA TIONS LTD
Fabricators in Mild Steel,

Aluminium & Stainless Steel,
Galvanised or Painted

TEL 01908 586505
FAX 01908 587505 

EMAIL sales@wardswelding.com

Cranfield Express is a Limited Company

SPORT

Cranfield Express

General Property Maintenance & Home Improvements

The Look 
Painting & Decorating / UPVC Windows/Facias-Sofits
Carpentry/Flat Pack / Block Paving/Ground Work

Landscaping/General Gardening / Fencing/Decking
Call Paula or Paul:-

01234 765642,  07887 852489 or 07871 228860

Cranfield Tae Kwon do Club

By the time this edition is out on the streets, we hope to have four new Blacks
Belts to add to our ever increasing team of assistants. This coming Sunday
23rd April four students will be travelling nervously down to Bristol to take
the ultimate challenge and will have to go through a gruelling 2hr grading
where they will have to perform at their optimum best to achieve the coveted
award. They have already gone through three pre-gradings at Stratford on
Avon over the last three weeks so will be highly motivated and up for the
challenge. Good luck to them all and I hope I will be able to report good news
next edition.  
We also have a coloured grading coming up where students will be moving one
step closer to their aims . Good luck to those students as well.  Congratulation
to Chris Hawkins who again achieved medal success at the recent English
championship attaining two bronze and one silver medals in sparring and pat-
terns. Chris is fast becoming one of our most successful competitors and is
entering the world championships this year here in England  and we hope he
will do well. 
Welcome to our new members and we hope they will achieve their goals .
They will certainly benefit from Tae Kwon-do as do all our students who will
testify to all the benefits.  
We are starting an after school club at Holywell imminently and there appears
to be a lot of interest after our recent demos there and the school are very sup-
portive of our association which is highly regarded and the biggest single
martial arts organisation in Europe and backed by the sports council. If any chil-
dren from Holywell are interested then speak to Sarah Cartwright or look for
the posters. Parents are welcome to come and watch or take part also teachers
(come on kids get the teachers to join in).
We will also be running a demo and class in the evenings at Holywell for oth-
ers. Our classes are still strong on Sunday mornings at the scout hut in Cranfield
and Wednesday nights at Moulsoe village hall. We also have other classes at
Woburn and Newport Pagnell as well. All abilities and ages are welcome in
fact we have one gentleman of 69 training with us at present so there are no
boundaries.
Tae Kwon Do is very suitable for ladies and good for weight loss, fitness,
flexibility, confidence and will give a good level of self defence - so important Email Address: Bookings@eezycabs.co.uk

Website: www.eezycabs.co.uk

Cranfield United Football Club 

in this present climate. 
We also have fun and many good and strong friendships are forged through our
clubs. We have many families that train together as well as single people and
couples.  Our club is very friendly but dedicated.  We have a wealth of black
belts and instructors including many women to guide and help. I can also do
one to one training if required.  
Why not come and try it, it might just change your life. As the saying goes,
'nothing ventured nothing gained'. Just turn up on training nights or give me
a ring on the number below. (I don't bite ).
DAVID RAWLE 01234 750716  mob. 07860831729 / 07752307625  
e-mail   david.rawle@btinternet.com                                                          www.tkdmartialarts.co.uk

Tae Kwon-do      
Are you 5 – 65?  Do you want to get fit or fitter, lose weight, become

more flexible, enjoy comradeship, learn to defend yourself?  
If you have said yes to any of these then Tae Kwon – do is for you. 

Structured classes, fully qualified and police checked
instructors. 

Train at own pace. No pressure. 
Suitable for anyone.

Classes locally. Family rates available.
www.tkdmartialarts.co.uk

Dave Rawle on 01234 750716   mobile 07860831729


